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INTRODUCTION 

Pastoral handbooks in the Lutheran tradition have been known 
by a variety of titles, although Manual and Agenda have been the 
most common. The title Occasional Services has been used by 
Lutherans in North America since the Common Service Book of 
1917. ; 

The occasional services in this volume are services for specific 
occasions (e.g., Ordination, Dedication of a Church) and for 
specific situations (e.g., Commendation of the Dying), as dis- 
tinguished from services of worship of a more general character 
such as the Holy Communion or Evening Prayer. The services 
can be divided into three categories. First, there are the orders 
and ritual actions used by the church—tocal, regional, or na- 
tional—to dedicate property, buildings, and furnishings; to set 
persons in positions of leadership; and to order its own life. Sec- 
ond, there are materials for use in the exercise of the pastoral 
ministry. These include specific services, as well as suggestions 
and resources for pastoral care in particular situations. Third, 
there are materials for use by the congregation which extend the 
ministry of the whole people of God. Some of these are related 
to congregational life, such as the Distribution of Communion to 
Those in Special Circumstances, and some are for family settings, 
such as the Anniversary of a Baptism and the Anniversary of a 
Marriage. 

Occasional Services is a joint effort of the Association of Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Churches, the Lutheran Church in America, The 
American Lutheran Church, and The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Canada. Not all of the services are common to the 
tradition and practices of all of the churches. In planning for the 
use of the services, pastors and other worship leaders should be 
guided by the polity of their respective church bodies. 

This book is a companion to Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978. 
Those who plan and those who lead the services included in this 
book are urged to consult carefully Lutheran Book of Worship: 
Ministers Edition, especially Notes on the Liturgy, page 13. 

The title in Lutheran Book of Worship for the chief service of the 
congregation is “Holy Communion,” even when the Sacrament is 
not celebrated. The language in Occasional Services is consistent 
with that practice, and when the rubrics here speak of the Holy 
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Communion they also refer to ante-communion, when the Sacra- 
ment is not celebrated. 

Lutheran Book of Worship symbols are used also to designate the 
participants in the occasional services. Leadership portions re- 
served for ordained pastors are marked (P| = presiding minister; 
unless otherwise noted, the presiding minister is a pastor of the 
congregation. Leadership portions appropriate for lay persons are 
marked A = assisting minister. Portions for the entire congrega- 
tion are marked @ = congregation. Leadership portions which do 
not require a pastor are marked (L) = leader. The responses of 
individuals or specific groups are marked {%. When an assembly 
of whatever size speaks in unison, ™ = leader or minister and 
those assembled. 

A red line around certain portions of the service indicates op- 
tional material. An OR is placed between optional sections. 

A vertical red line placed in the left margin indicates material 
which may be omitted under certain circumstances. 

The numbers printed in parentheses ( ) throughout this book are 
references to Lutheran Book of Worship rubrics. The numbers 
printed in angle brackets ¢ ) are references to Occasional Ser- 
vices rubrics. 

Psalm references and verse divisions reflect the versification of 
the psalms in Lutheran Book of Worship. If a psalm is read from 
another translation, it is important to check the versification 
against the psalter in Lutheran Book of Worship. When using ver- 
sions of the Bible which follow the Vulgate numbering system 
(e.g., The Jerusalem Bible), the number of the psalm must be 
checked also. 

All other scripture references and verse divisions reflect the versi- 
fication in the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. If another 
version is used, it is important to check its versification against 
the RSV. 

To facilitate reference, the prayers are numbered consecutively 
from the beginning of the book, starting with the number 429 to 

continue the Lutheran Book of Worship numbering sequence. (A 

prayer appearing at two places in the book will have the same 

number in both positions.) The prayer number is the small num- 
ber at the end of the prayer. 

Care must be taken to preserve the integrity of the church year 

when using the occasional services during the chief service of the 
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congregation. The Principal Festivals—The Nativity of Our Lord 
(Christmas Day), The Epiphany of Our Lord, The Resurrection 
of Our Lord (Easter Day), The Ascension of Our Lord, The Day 
of Pentecost, The Holy Trinity—always have precedence over 
any other day or observance. Moreover, the seasons of Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, and Easter have their own distinct character 
which should be preserved. It is not desirable to schedule an oc- 
casional service at the chief service of the congregation on any 
of those Sundays, lest the message of the day be blunted or 
obscured. It may be appropriate, however, to schedule an occa- 
sional service on one of the Principal Festivals at an hour other 
than that of the chief service of the congregation. For example, 
an ordination in the afternoon of The Day of Pentecost is appro- 
priate. 

With careful and creative use, Occasional Services can provide 
continuity in the rich heritage of the Church in liturgy and pasto- 
ral care, to the end that the Gospel will be proclaimed with 
faithfulness and clarity. 

1 



© 
ENROLLMENT OF 

CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

1. This order is for the enrollment of those who will be given in- 
struction leading to Holy Baptism. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Sermon, Hymn of the Day, and Creed (20). 

Stand 

3. Each candidate is presented by his/her sponsor to the minister: 

I present ____name___ for enrollment as a candidate for 
Holy Baptism. 

Sit 

4. The minister addresses the candidates: 

'P’ Through the Word of God you have been drawn toward our 
community of faith. Are you ready now to enter further into our 
life together by regularly attending the worship of God and by 
receiving instruction? 

5. Each candidate answers in turn: 

6. The minister addresses the sponsors: 

P) Will you who sponsor these persons support them by prayer 
and example and help them to grow in the knowledge and love 
of God? 

(3 I will. 

Stand 
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ENROLLMENT OF CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

7. The minister addresses the congregation: 

| Friends in Christ: God’s people are called to build up one 
another in the faith. Will you support the nurture of these per- 
sons with prayer, words, and deeds? 

@ We will. 

8. The following prayer is said. 

(P] Let us pray. 

Most gracious God, we thank you for _____names__, who 
have experienced the guiding presence of your Holy Spirit in 
their lives. Give them your peace, and make them steadfast in 
faith throughout their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, now 
and forever. (429) 

( Amen 

9. One of the following prayers may be said. 

(P| O God, the Creator and Savior of all: Look with mercy on 
your children whom you call to yourself in love. Cleanse their 
hearts and guard them as they prepare to receive your sacra- 
ments, that, led by your Holy Spirit, they may be united with 
your Son and enter into the inheritance of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_¢430) 

OR 

[Pi Almighty God, you have given life to your people by the 
death and resurrection of your Son. May these candidates for 
Baptism take up their cross and, following Christ, reveal him 

in their lives; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. (431) 

(@ Amen 

10. All return to their places. The liturgy for Holy Communion 
continues with the Prayers (22). 

II. Those who have been enrolled as candidates for Baptism do not 
receive Holy Communion. 

14 



ENROLLMENT OF CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> The preparation of candidates for Baptism is a solemn responsi- 
bility of the Christian community. Congregations may find people 
seeking membership who have received little or no religious in- 
struction and are not baptized. Especially in those cases, an 
enrollment service, followed by a period of systematic instruction 
and formation in the Christian faith, may be desirable. The prepa- 
ration for Baptism is marked by three stages. 

> STAGE 1. INQUIRERS’ CLASS. This stage involves sufficient prepa- 
ration through instruction and example to enable persons to 
determine their desire for Baptism. 

> STAGE 2. ENROLLMENT. This service ordinarily is scheduled on a 
Sunday several weeks before the stated day for Baptism. When 
Holy Baptism is administered at Easter, enrollment as a candidate 

occurs at the beginning of Lent; when Baptism is planned for The 
Baptism of Our Lord (First Sunday after the Epiphany), the enroll- 
ment takes place at the beginning of Advent. 

> StaGE 3. INSTRUCTION. This stage involves regular association 
with the worshiping community (although the candidates do not 
receive Holy Communion), the practice of life in accordance with 
the Gospel (including service to the poor and neglected); encour- 
agement and instruction in the life of prayer; and basic instruction 
in Christian understandings about God, human relationships, and 
the meaning of life. 

> A fourth period immediately follows the baptismal incorporation 
into the body of Christ. When persons are baptized at the Vigil of 
Easter, this period extends over the 50 days of Easter. This period 
is devoted to formal and informal activities which will assist the 
newly baptized in experiencing and appropriating the fullness of the 
corporate life of the Church and in gaining a deeper understanding 
of the meaning of the sacraments. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. » When used with Service of the Word, the order for Enrollment 

of Candidates for Baptism replaces the Dialog (2) and the Creed. 

3. > It is appropriate for members of the congregation to sponsor 
the candidates, accompanying them through instruction, through 
the rite of the Baptism, and into the life of the congregation. 

10. > Service of the Word continues with the Old Testament Canti- 

cle (3). 
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© 
BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

I. This order may be used when an unbaptized person is in danger 
of death and Baptism is requested. It is desirable that Christian 
witnesses be present. 

2. When a pastor is not available, anp baptized person may admin- 

ister Holy Baptism. 

3. The baptizing person applies water to the head of the candidate 
three times while saying: 

_____name____, | baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

OR 
Cr 

_____name____is baptized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

16 



BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

4. The Lord's Prayer is said by those present. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

™ Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen — 

5. The following or other appropriate prayers may be said. 

We thank you, almighty God, that by water and the Holy Spirit 
you have bestowed upon this your child the forgiveness of sin 
and have raised him/her to the new life of grace. Bless him/her, 
O Lord, with your presence, enfold him/her in the arms of your 

mercy, and keep him/her in your love forever. Amen (432 

Public Recognition of the Baptism 

6. Public Recognition of the Baptism is used with a young child 
who was baptized in an emergency. 

7. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, the public 

recognition of a Baptism administered in an emergency follows the 

Sermon (18). 

Sit 

17 



PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF THE BAPTISM 

8. A baptismal hymn may be sung as the newly baptized, sponsors, 

and parents gather at the font. 

P) In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us 
from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen human- 
ity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God and 
inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are 
made members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we 
live with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God. 

9. A sponsor presents the newly baptized with these or similar 
words: 

I present to this community of faith _____name___., who on 
___date___- was baptized with water in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

10. The minister addresses the sponsors and parents: 

‘P| In Christian love you have had this child baptized. You 
should, therefore, faithfully bring him/her to the services of 
God’s house, and teach him/her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, 

and the Ten Commandments. As he/she grows in years, you 
should place in his/her hands the Holy Scriptures and provide 
for his/her instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the 
covenant of his/her Baptism and in communion with the Church, 
he/she may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. 

Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 

(& I do. 

Stand 

11. The Prayers (22) may be said at this time, with special refer- 
ence to the one baptized. 

Afier each portion of the prayers: 

‘A’ Lord, in your mercy, 

(3 hear our prayer. 

18 



BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

12. The minister begins the thanksgiving. 

The Lord be with you. hs) 

@ And also with you. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

3 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you 
created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and 
sustain us and all living things. 

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved 
those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel 
by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery 
into the freedom of the promised land. In the waters of the Jor- 
dan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. 
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved 
Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has 
opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He 
made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. 
In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

We give you thanks that by your Holy Spirit aM Se 
has been given new life through the waters of Baptism, and that 
you have made him/her an inheritor of your glorious kingdom. 

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. (433) 

Amen 

[r9| 

13. The minister addresses the baptismal group and congregation: 

P| I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 

fa] Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his 

mpty promises? OQ 

[% I do. 
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PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF THE BAPTISM 

P| Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

P) Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

( I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

(P]} Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

(4 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

Sit 

14. A psalm or hymn may be sung as the minister and the baptis- 
mal group go before the altar. 

iP) The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

15. The minister lays both hands on the head of the baptized and 
prays for the Holy Spirit. 

a 

P) God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks 
for freeing your sons and daughters from the power of sin and 
for raising them up to a new life through this holy sacrament. 
Pour your Holy Spirit upon name : the spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 
your presence. —(246) 

(@ Amen 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 
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BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

16. The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the 
baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of 
the cross is made, the minister says: 

P) _____name____, child of God, you have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

The sponsor responds: “Amen.” 

17. A lighted candle may be given to the sponsor by a representa- 
tive of the congregation who says: 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

18. This prayer may be said. 

P’ O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the fa- 
ther and mother of this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift 
you have given them. Make them teachers and examples of 
righteousness for their child. Strengthen them in their own Bap- 
tism so they may share eternally with their child the salvation 
you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_aa7y 

( Amen 

Stand 

19. The ministers and the baptismal group turn toward the congre- 
gation; a representative of the congregation says: 

Through Baptism God has made ____ame_ a member of 
the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim 
the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to 
all the world. 

{3 We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a 
fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly 
Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God. 

20. The ministers may exchange the peace with the baptized, with 

his/her sponsors and parents, and with the congregation. 

Peace be with you. “ Peace be with you. 

21. All return to their places. 

Sit 

22. The service continues with the Offering (24). 
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BAPTISM IN AN EMERGENCY 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

» Baptism conducted in an emergency should be reported to the 
pastor of the appropriate congregation for recording. 

> If the person baptized survives, the pastor should instruct the 
newly baptized adult or the parents of a newly baptized child re- 
garding the significance of Baptism and the obligations for 
instruction and nurture in faith. 

» Although sponsors may not have been present at the Baptism, it 
is appropriate that such persons be selected to share responsibility 
for spiritual nurture. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

6. » Affirmation of Baptism, Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers 
Edition, page 324, may be used for the public recognition of the 
Baptism of an adult who, in danger of death, was baptized. Or 

Public Recognition of the Baptism may be modified as necessary. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF A BAPTISM 

1. Anniversary of a Baptism is intended for use in the home. 

2. A parent or sponsor may lead this service. 

3. A baptismal hymn may be sung. 

4. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of 
their Baptism as they say: 

In the name of the Father, and of the > Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen 

5. As the baptismal candle is lighted, the leader may say: 

L| Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

the light no darkness can overcome. 

OR 

‘L) Let your light so shine before others that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
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6. One or more lessons may be read by members of the family. 

A reading from Romans: Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be de- 
stroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who 
has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ 
being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him. The death he died he died to sin, once 
for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

(Rom. 6:3-11) 

A reading from St. John: “Tn truth I tell you, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit.” 

(John 3:5) 

A reading from First Peter: Like newborn babes, long for the 
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation; for 
you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. (1 Peter 2:2-3) 

A reading from Colossians: May you be strengthened with all 
power, according to God’s glorious might, for all endurance and 
patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 
us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has deliv- 
ered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son. Got 1:11-13) 

A reading from Ephesians: In Christ you also, who have heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have be- 
lieved in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which 
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory. (Eph. 1:13-14) 

A reading from Ephesians: | therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, 
beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, with all lowliness and meekness, with patience, for- 
bearing one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, 
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Just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, 
who is above all and through all and in all. pn. 4:1-6) 

A reading from Second Corinthians: Therefore, if any one is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, 
the new has come. (2 Cor. 5:17) 

A reading from St. Matthew: Some people brought children to 
Jesus for him to place his hands on them and to pray for them, 
but the disciples scolded the people. Jesus said, “Let the children 
come to me and do not stop them, because the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.” He placed his hands on them 
and then went away. (Matt. 19:13-15) 

7. Those present may discuss the meaning of Baptism for daily life. 
The service of Holy Baptism or Luther's Small Catechism may 
serve as the basis for such discussion. The leader may introduce 
this conversation with these words: 

L In Baptism, God brings us into his family and calls us his 
own. By Baptism, God gives us the gifts of faith, love, life, for- 

giveness, and strength, and asks us to respond in faithfulness to 

him and in service to others. 

In answer to the question, “What does Baptism mean for daily 
living?” The Small Catechism responds: “It means that our sinful 
self, with all its evil deeds and desires, should be drowned 

through daily repentance; and that day after day a new self 
should arise to live with God in righteousness and purity for- 
ever” 

8 Prayers follow. 

'L) Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, we thank you for the new life you have given 
us through Holy Baptism. Especially, we ask you to bless 

name on the anniversary of his/her Baptism. Con- 
tinue to strengthen name with the Holy Spirit, and 
increase in him/her your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 434) 

(3 Amen 
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Those present may be invited to offer petitions and thanksgivings. 
The prayers conclude: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

® Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

9. The blessing is said. 

L) The Lord bless us and keep us. = 
The Lord make his face shine on us 

and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor 

and give us peace. 

OR 

‘Ll The Lord almighty bless us, and direct our days and our 
deeds in his peace. 

i) Amen 
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MARRIAGE 

Stand 

I. The bride, groom, and wedding party stand in front of the minis- 
ter. The parents may stand behind the couple. 

P' The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

G And also with you. 

A Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, as you gladdened the 
wedding at Cana in Galilee by the presence of your Son, so by 
his presence now bring your joy to this wedding. Look in favor 
upon _._.mam_ Ss and. __tame__s and grant that 
they, rejoicing in all your gifts, may at length celebrate with 
Christ the marriage feast which has no end. (162) 

Amen 

Sit 

2. One or more lessons from the Bible may be read. An address 
may follow. A hymn may be sung. 

A) The Lord God in his goodness created us male and female, 
and by the gift of marriage founded human community in a joy 
that begins now and is brought to perfection in the life to come. 

Because of sin, our age-old rebellion, the gladness of marriage 
can be overcast and the gift of the family can become a burden. 

But because God, who established marriage, continues still to 
bless it with his abundant and ever-present support, we can be 
sustained in our weariness and have our joy restored. 
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[P)_____mame ss and __—smame__, if it is your inten- 
tion to share with each other your joys and sorrows and all that 
the years will bring, with your promises bind yourselves to each 
other as husband and wife. 

Stand 

3. The bride and groom face each other and join hands. Each, in 

turn, promises faithfulness to the other in these or similar words: 

l take you sa 

to be my wife/husband from this day forward, 
to join with you and share all that is to come, 
and I promise to be faithful to you 
until death parts us. 

4, The bride and groom exchange rings with these words: 

I give you this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness. 

5. The bride and groom join hands, and the minister announces 
their marriage by saying: 

P name and name , by their promises 
before God and in the presence of this congregation, have bound 
themselves to one another as husband and wife. 

Blessed be the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit now 
and forever. 

(P) Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder. 

(4 Amen 

Sit 

6. The bride and groom kneel. 

‘P| The Lord God, who created our first parents and established 
them in marriage, establish and sustain you, that you may find 
delight in each other and grow in holy love until your life’s end. 

(3 Amen 

7. The parents may add their blessing with these or similar words; 
the wedding party may join them. 

May you dwell in God’s presence forever; may true and constant 
love preserve you. 
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& The bride and groom stand. 

Stand 

A Let us bless God for all the gifts in which we rejoice today. 

P Lord God, constant in mercy, great in faithfulness: With high 
praise we recall your acts of unfailing love for the human family, 
for the house of Israel, and for your people the Church. 

We bless you for the joy which your servants, name 
and _____name_____, have found in each other, and pray that 
you give to us such a sense of your constant love that we may 
employ all our strength in a life of praise of you, whose work 
alone holds true and endures forever. (276) 

@ Amen 

Al: Det. usipray for. 2 sees oS and, nome rin 
their life together. 

P' Faithful Lord, source of love, pour down your grace upon 
name and name , that they may fulfill 

the vows they have made this day and reflect your steadfast love 
in their life-long faithfulness to each other. As members with 
them of the body of Christ, use us to support their life together; 
and from your great store of strength give them power and pa- 
tience, affection and understanding, courage, and love toward 
you, toward each other, and toward the world, that they may 
continue together in mutual growth according to your will in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. =a) 

Amen 

Other intercessions may be offered. 

‘A Let us pray for all families throughout the world. 

‘P| Gracious Father, you bless the family and renew your 
people. Enrich husbands and wives, parents and children 
more and more with your grace, that, strengthening and 

‘supporting each other, they may serve those in need and 
be a sign of the fulfillment of your perfect kingdom, where, 
with your Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, you live 
and reign, one God through all ages of ages. (278) 

(@ Amen 
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9. When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service contin- 
ues with the Peace (23). 

10. When there is no Communion, the service continues 

with the Lord’s Prayer. 

( Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

{ Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

'P) Almighty God, Father, *F Son, dnd Holy Spirit, keep you in 
his light and truth and love now and forever. 

( Amen 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

» For notes on Marriage, see Lutheran Book of Worship: Minis- 
ters Edition, page 36. 

PROPERS 

Hymn of Praise 
“T will sing the story of your love,” canticle 16. 

Prayer of the Day 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, as you gladdened the 

wedding at Cana in Galilee by the presence of your Son, so 
bring your joy to this wedding by his presence now. Look in 
favor upon ____ame_ and name , and grant 
that they, rejoicing in all your gifts, may at length celebrate the 
marriage feast which has no end with Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for- 
ever. (162) 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 33 Psalm 127 Psalm 136 

Psalm 100 Psalm 128 Psalm 150 

Psalm 117 

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord _ (Bs. 33:5) 
Happy are they who delight in the commandments of the Lord (Ps. 112:1) 
They are no longer two but one (Matt. 19:6) 

Genesis 1:26-31 Song of Solomon 2:10-13 Isaiah 63:7-9 
Genesis 2: 18-24 Song of Solomon 8:7 

Romans 12:1-2 Ephesians 5:21-33 1 John 4;7-12 
1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 Philippians 4:4-7 

Matthew 19:4-6 John 2:1-10 John 15:9-12 
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BLESSING OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE 

Stand 

I. The husband and wife stand before the minister. Christian wit- 
nesses may accompany them. 

(P|) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

(@ And also with you. 

(P] Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, look in favor upon 
= ane and. ane Se Orant (themiyour, 
blessing, that they may live in steadfast love and faithfulness to 
one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 43s) 

( Amen 

Sit 

2. One or more lessons from the Bible may be read. An address 
may follow. A hymn may be sung. 
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3. The minister may say: 

‘A’ The Lord God in his goodness created us male and female, 
and by the gift of marriage founded human community in a joy 
that begins now and is brought to perfection in the life to come. 

Because of sin, our age-old rebellion, the gladness of marriage 
can be overcast and the gift of the family can become a burden. 

But because God, who established marriage, continues still to 

bless it with his abundant and ever-present support, we can be 
sustained in our weariness and have our joy restored. 

Stand 

4. The husband and wife may join hands. 

P) name and name : You have come 
here today to seek the intercessions of the Church and the bless- 
ing of God upon your marriage. Christ loved the Church and 
gave himself for it. In that same spirit of self-giving love, will 
you continue to live together as husband and wife, sharing all 
that is to come until death parts you? 

Yes, with the help of God. 

5. The minister addresses the congregation with these or similar 
words: 

P) Will you, friends and family of ____same___ and 
aime , Support this marriage with Christian love, 

remembering them in your prayers? 

We will. 

5. If rings have not been exchanged, the couple may exchange 
rings with these words: 

I give you this ring as a sign of my love and faithfulness. 

Sit 

6. The husband and wife kneel. 

P) The Lord God, who created our first parents and established 
them in marriage, bless and sustain you, that you may find de- 
light in each other and grow in holy love until your life’s end. 

Amen 
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7. The parents and witnesses may add their blessing with these or 
similar words: 

May you dwell in God’s presence forever; may true and constant 
love preserve you. 

8. The husband and wife stand. 

Stand 

9. The prayers are said. Other appropriate prayers may be used 
instead. 

(Al Let us bless God for all the gifts in which we rejoice today. 

(P) Lord God, constant in mercy, great in faithfulness: With high 
praise we recall your acts of unfailing love for the human family, 
for the house of Israel, and for your people the Church. 

We bless you for the joy which your servants, name 
and____ame___, have found in each other, and pray that 
you give to us such a sense of your constant love that we may 
employ all our strength in a life of praise of you, whose work 
alone holds true and endures forever. —@76) 

( Amen 

(A) Let us pray for name and_____name_ in 
their life together. 

P) Faithful Lord, source of love, pour down your grace upon 
name and name , that they may reflect 

your steadfast love in their life-long faithfulness to each other. 
As members with them of the body of Christ, use us to support 
their life together; and from your great store of strength give 
them power and patience, affection and understanding, courage, 
and love toward you, toward each other, and toward the world, 
that they may continue together in mutual growth according to 
your will in Jesus Christ our Lord. (436) 

@ Amen 

Other intercessions may be offered. 

A) Let us pray for all families throughout the world. 

P] Gracious Father, you bless the family and renew your people. 
Enrich husbands and wives, parents and children more and more 
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with your grace, that, strengthening and supporting each other, 
they may serve those in need and be a sign of the fulfillment of 
your perfect kingdom, where, with your Son Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God through all ages of ages. 

(278) 
( Amen 

10. When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues 

with the Peace (23). 

Il. When there is no Communion, the service concludes as follows: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

( Onur Father, who art in heaven, | 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen } 

'P) Almighty God, Father, ‘i Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in 

his light and truth and love now and forever. 

(3 Amen 
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BLESSING OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> This order is intended for use by itself: When appropriate, how- 
ever, this order may be set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, 
following the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day (19), beginning 
with the address <3). 

> It is not desirable to schedule this service during Holy Week be- 
cause of the solemn character of that time. 

> Those desiring to have their civil marriage blessed should discuss 
their intentions with the pastor. They will need to present official 
documentation confirming their marriage: date, place, time, and 
participants. 

> The pastor should discuss with the couple the nature of a blessing 
of a civil marriage, making it clear that it is not a remarriage. The 
understanding of marriage outlined in the minister’s opening ad- 
dress to the couple <3) forms a basis for such discussion. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. > The lessons may be selected from those listed in the propers for 
Marriage, page 31. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF A MARRIAGE 

1. Anniversary of a Marriage may be used in a home or similar 
setting. When it is desirable to mark an anniversary within corpo- 
rate worship, the prayer <6) may be included in The Prayers. 

2. Family members or persons who participated in the couple’s 
marriage service may lead this service. 

3. A hymn of thanksgiving may be sung. 

4. The prayer is said. 

L Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, we thank you for 
providing name and______name___ these 

= years together. Grant that they, abiding in 
your love and faithfulness, may continue to share with one an- 
other their joys and sorrows and all that the years will bring; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (437) 

fj Amen 

5. One or both of the following or another appropriate lesson may 

be read. An address may follow. Informal conversation by the fam- 

ily and friends may be appropriate. 

A reading from First Corinthians: Earnestly desire the higher gifts. 
And I will show you a still more excellent way. If I speak in the 
tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
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gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am noth- 

ing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not 
arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in 
the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 

Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For 
our knowledge is imperfect and our prophecy is imperfect, but 
when the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away. When I 
was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I rea- 
soned like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish 

ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall understand fully, even as I 
have been fully understood. So faith, hope, love abide, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love. (1 Cor, 12:31—13:13) 

A reading from St. John: “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s com- 
mandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.” — (John 15:9-12) * 

6. Prayers may be said for the husband and wife, their children 
and family, the guests assembled, and other concerns. 

(L] Let us pray. 

God of love, you are always present with your abundant blessing 
in our homes. We are especially thankful this day for your grace 
active in the lives of name and name as 
they celebrate their anniversary of marriage. 
Fill them with tenderness and patience, and give them love to- 
ward you, toward each other, and toward the world. Be with 

them today and until that day when we all celebrate the mar- 
riage feast that has no end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — «438 

ii Amen 
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Those assembled may be invited to offer petitions and thanks- 
givings. The prayers conclude: 

® Our Father in heaven, ~\ 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

@ Our Father, who art in heaven, — 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

7. The children of the couple, other members of the family, or 
friends may say: 

May you continue to dwell in God’s presence forever; may true 
and constant love preserve you. 

8& The blessing may be said. 

(L| The Lord bless us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face shine on us 

and be gracious to us. 
The Lord look upon us with favor 

and give us peace. 

9. A hymn of thanksgiving may be sung. 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

5. » Other lessons may be selected from those listed in the propers 
for Marriage, page 31. 
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AFFIRMATION OF MARRIAGE VOWS 

1. This order is for use in marriage counseling or marriage enrich- 
ment occasions. 

2. A hymn may be sung. 

3. The minister greets the couple with these or similar words: 

() The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

4 And also with you. 

(P) Let us pray. 

Eternal God, our creator and redeemer, look with continuing 
favor upon __ame___ and name , and grant 
that they, rejoicing in all your gifts, may at length celebrate with 
Christ the marriage feast which has no end. (439) 

Amen 
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4, One or more lessons from the Bible may be read. 

5. The minister may say. 

)} The Lord God in his goodness created us male and female, 
and by the gift of marriage founded human community in a joy 

that begins now and is brought to perfection in the life to come. 

Because of sin, our age-old rebellion, the gladness of marriage 
can be overcast and the gift of the family can become a burden. 

But because God, who established marriage, continues still to 
bless it with his abundant and ever-present support, we can be 
sustained in our weariness and have our joy restored. 

6. The husband and wife face each other and join hands. Each in 
turn says these or similar words: 

______name______, | have taken you to be my wife/husband. I 

now renew my promise to be your loving partner, faithful to you 
until death parts us. 

7, The husband and wife kneel, and the minister blesses them. 

P) The Lord God, who created our first parents and established 
them in marriage, continue to sustain you, that you may find 
new delight in each other and grow in holy love until your life’s 
end. 

(i Amen 

8. The couple stands. * 

9, The prayers are said. 

P} Let us pray. 

Lord God, constant in mercy, we give you thanks for bestowing 
your blessing on your servants, name and name 
Grant them continued life together. Awaken them each day to 
new signs of your presence as they grow in love toward you, 
toward each other, and toward the world; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (440) 

“Amen 

P| Gracious Father, you bless the family and renew your people. 
Enrich husbands and wives, parents and children more and more 
with your grace, that, strengthening and supporting each other, 
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they may serve those in need and be a sign of the fulfillment of 
your perfect kingdom, where, with your Son Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God through all ages of 
ages. 78) 

(fj Amen 

10. Other intercessions for family, counselors, pastors, and the 

Church may be offered. The prayers conclude: 

™ Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

® Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

11. The blessing is said. 

(P) Almighty God, Father, > Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in 
his light and truth and love now and forever. 

Amen 

12. A hymn may be sung. 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> This order is intended for use by itself’ When appropriate, how- 
ever, this order may be set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, 

following the Sermon and Hymn of the Day (19), beginning with 
the address <5). 

» The language of this order is to be modified when more than one 
couple affirm their vows in the same service. 

» The pastor should discuss the nature of an affirmation of marriage 
vows with the couple, making it clear that it is not remarriage, but 
rather a time of reflection and reaffirmation. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

1. » Circumstances may indicate that Individual Confession and 
Forgiveness, page 45, or Corporate Confession and Forgiveness, 
Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 318, precede 
this service. 

4. » It is desirable that the lessons be selected carefully, to be ap- 

propriate to the reasons the couple is affirming their marriage 
vows. The lessons may be selected from those listed in the 
propers for Marriage, page 31. 

> A brief address, a brief explanation of the texts, or mutual 
consideration of the texts may follow. 

6. > It is recommended that the couple assist in preparing the af- 
firming statement. 

10. » The couple may offer petitions gn behalf of each other and 
their families. 
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INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 
AND FORGIVENESS 

1. The confession made by a penitent is protected from disclosure. 
The pastor is obligated to respect at all times the confidential na- 
ture of a confession. 

2. The pastor greets the penitent. Then the penitent may kneel. 
The pastor asks: 

'P) Are you prepared to make your confession? 

(4 I am. 

The pastor and penitent say the psalm together. 

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, 

but you take no delight in burnt offerings. 
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; 

in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
and cleanse me from my sin. (Ps. 51:16-18, 1-2) 

‘P| You have come to make confession before God. In Christ you 
are free to confess before me, a pastor in his Church, the sins of 
which you are aware and the sins which trouble you. 

(4 I confess before God that I am guilty of many sins. 
Especially I confess before you that. . . 
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INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

3. The penitent confesses those sins which are known and those 
which disturb or grieve him/her. 

For all this I am sorry and J pray for forgiveness. I want to do 

better. 

4. The pastor may then engage the penitent in pastoral conversa- 
tion, offering admonition and comfort from the Holy Scriptures. 
Then they say together: 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; 
in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. @s.51:1, 11-13) 

5. The pastor faces the penitent. 

(P| Do you believe that the word of forgiveness I speak to you 
comes from God himself? 

fs Yes, I believe. 

6. The pastor lays both hands on the head of the penitent. 

(P) God is merciful and blesses you. By the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

forgive you your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 
‘i Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

7. The penitent may pray silently in thanksgiving, or may pray 
together with the pastor: 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

He will not always accuse us, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. 

He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
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INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, 

so far has he removed our sins from us. 

As a father cares for his children, 

so does the Lord care for those who fear him. (Ps. 103:8-13) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

P Blessed are those whose sins have been forgiven, 
whose evil deeds have been forgotten. 

Rejoice in the Lord, and go in peace. 

8 The penitent may exchange the peace with the pastor. 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> For notes on Individual Confession and Forgiveness, see Lu- 

theran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 34. 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

SICKNESS 

Psalm 91 

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High,* 
abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 

*He shall say to the Lorn, 
“You are my refuge and my stronghold,” 
* my God in whom I put my trust.” 

> He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter* 
and from the deadly pestilence. 

*He shall cover you with his pinions, 
and you shall find refuge under his wings; * 

his faithfulness shall be a Shield and buckler. 
>You shall not be afraid of any terfor by night,* 

nor of the arrow that flies by day; 
°of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * 

nor of the sickness that lays waste at midday. 
7A thousand shall fall at your side 
and ten thousand at your right haxd,* 

but it shall not come near you. 
*'Your eyes have only 1 to behold* 

to see the reward Of the wicked. 
° Because you have made the. Lorp your refuge, * 

and the Most High your palace 
10 there shall no evil happen to you, * 

neither shall any plague come near your oe 
11 For he shall give his angels charge Over you,* 

to keep you in all your ways. 
They shall bear you in their hands, * 

lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
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* PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

13 You shall tread upon the lidn and adder; * 
you shall trample the young lion 
and the serpent under your feet. 

‘Because he is bound to me in love, 
therefore will I deliver him;* 

I will protect him, because he knows my name. 
‘ He shall call upon me, and I will answer him;* 

I am with him in trouble; _ 

I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him,* 

and show him my salvation. 

Psalm 27:la 

The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

Psalm 42:1-3 

1 As the deer longs for the water-brooks, * 
so longs my soul for you, O God. Ps 

2My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; * 
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 

3My tears have been my food day and night,* ‘ 
while all day long they say to me, “Where now is your God?” 

Other psalms: Psalm 27 

Luke 4:38-44 

38 And Jesus arose and left the synagogue, and entered Simon’s 
house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and 
they besought him for her. 3? And he stood over her and rebuked 
the fever, and it left her; and immediately she rose and served 

them. 

4° Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any that 
were sick with various diseases brought them to him; and he laid 
his hands on every one of them and healed them. *t And demons 
also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But 
he rebuked them, and would not allow them to speak, because 

they knew that he was the Christ. 

42 And when it was day he departed and went into a lonely 
place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would 
have kept him from leaving them; *° but he said to them, “I 
must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS* 

cities also; for I was sent for this purpose.” And he was preach- 

ing in the synagogues of Judea. 

Jeremiah 14:9b 

You are in our midst, O Lord, and you have named us yours; do 
not forsake us, O Lord our God. 

Matthew 11:28-30 

28“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest... . °° For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

John 14:27 

“Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace, such as the 
world cannot give. Set your troubled hearts at rest, and banish 
your fears.” 

Romans 8:38-39 

38] am convinced that there is nothing in death or life, in the 
realm of spirits or superhuman powers, in the world as it is or 
the world as it shall be, in the forces of the universe, °° in heights 
or depths—nothing in all creation that can separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I Peter 5:6-9a 

® Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand, and he will lift 
you up in due time. ‘Cast all your cares on him, for you are his 
charge. * Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. ° Resist 
him, firm in your faith. 

Other lessons: 2 Kings 5:1-14; Matthew 8:1-13; Matthew 9:2-8, 

18-26; Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 6:7, 12-13; Mark 7:31-37; Luke 

6:6-10; Luke 17:11-19; John 4:46-53; James 5:10-20. 

Prayers 

O Lord, visit and restore your servant for whom we offer our 
prayers. Look upon him/her in your mercy; give him/her comfort 
and sure confidence in you; defend him/her from danger and 
harm; and keep him/her in perpetual peace and safety; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (441) 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers: 
Mercifully hear our prayers and grant to your servant, 
—___mme______, the help of your power, that his/her sickness 
may be turned into health and our anxiety into joy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. <442) 

O God of power and love, be present with name ; 
that his/her weakness may be overcome and his/her strength re- 
stored; and that, his/her health being renewed, he/she may bless 

your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. aa) 

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve 
your servant, name ____, and give your power of healing 
to those who minister to his/her needs, that he/she may be 
strengthened in his/her weakness and have confidence in your 
loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (444) 

O Lord, look upon your servant, ____name_. Touch 
him/her with your healing hand and let your life-giving power 
flow into every cell of his/her body and into the depths of 
his/her soul, restoring him/her to wholeness and strength for 

service in your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (445) 

GRATITUDE 

Psalm 103:1-5, 19-22 

1Bless the Lorp, O my soul,* : 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

2Bless the Lorp, O my soul, * 
and forget not all his benefits. 

3 He forgives 4ll your sins* 
and heals all Your infirmities; 

4he redeems your life from the grave* 
and crowns you with mercy and fovingkindness; 

5he-satisfies you with good aie 
and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

19The Lorp has set his throne in heaven, * 
and his kingship has dominion 6ver all. 

20 Bless the Lorp, you ear of his, 
you mighty ones who do his bidding, * 

and hearken to the voice Of his won ELLIOTT LIBRARY | 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

21 Bless the Lor, all You his hosts,” 
you ministers of his who do his will. 

22 Bless the Lorp, all you works of his, 
in all places of his dominion; * 

bless the Lorp, O my soul. 

Other psalms: Psalm 8; 28:6-9; 30; 34:1-8; 100; 1 45, 150 

1 Chronicles 29:10-13 

10 David praised the Lorp in the 
presence of the whole assembly, saying, 

“Praise be to you, O Lorp, God of our father Israel, 
from everlasting to everlasting. 

11 Yours, O Lorp, is the greatness and the power 
and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

Yours, O Lorp, is the kingdom; 

you are exalted as head over all. 
12\Wealth and honor come from you; 

you are the ruler of all things. 
In your hands are strength and power 

to exalt and give strength to all. 
13. Now, our God, we give you thanks, 

and praise your glorious name.” 

Other lessons: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

* 

Prayers 

Almighty and gracious God, we give thanks that you have re- 
stored the health of your servant, _____ame__, on whose 
behalf we bless and praise your name. Grant that he/she may 
continue the mission you have given him/her in this world and 
also share in eternal glory at the appearing of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (228) 

O Lord our God, source of life and wholeness: Gladly we thank 
you that you hear our prayers for name , and that 
you are turning his/her sickness into health and his/her weakness 
into strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_¢446y 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

BEFORE CHILDBIRTH 

Psalm 67 

1May God be merciful to ts and bless us,* 
show us the light of his countenance, and come to us. 

*Let your ways be known upon earth,* 
your saving health among all nations. 

3Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 

‘Let the nations be glad and Sing for joy,* 
for you judge the peoples with equity _ 
and guide all the nations upon earth. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 
let all the peoples praise you. 

®The earth has brought forth her increase; * 
may God, our own God, give ts his blessing. 

™May God give us his blessing,* . 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

Other psalms: Psalm 139:1-16 

Ecclesiastes 11:5 

As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is 
formed in a mother’s womb, so you cannot understand the work 
of God, the Maker of all things. 

Other lessons: Luke 1:39-55 

Prayers 

O God, the creator and sustainer of life, graciously preserve and 
protect name during childbirth, and safely bring 
forth in health and wholeness the infant whom you have created; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (447) 

O Lord our God, creator of all that exists: We thank you for the 

joy of watching new life begin and for the privilege of sharing 

with you in your continuing creation. In your mercy grant that 

these blessings may continue to us and even to our children’s 

children, that generations yet unborn may bless your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (448) 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS” 

FOLLOWING CHILDBIRTH 

Psalm 100 

1 Be joyful in the Lorn, all you lands; * 
- serve the Lorp with gladness 
and come before his presence With a song. 

2 Know this: The Lorp himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 

we are his people and the sheep Of his pasture. 
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his Courts with praise; * 

give thanks to him and call upon his name. 
4For the Lorn is good; his mercy is éverlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Other psalms: Psalm 8, 113, 127, 128 

Luke 18:15-17 

1° Now they were bringing even infants to Jesus that he might 
touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 
16 But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come 
to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom 
of God. 1’ Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the king- 
dom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

Other lessons; 1 Samuel 1:19-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; John 16:21 

Prayers 

Heavenly Father, you sent your owrt Son into this world as the 
child of Mary and Joseph. We thank you for the life of this 
child, _____name______, entrusted to our care. Help us to re- 
member that we are all your children, and so to love and nurture 
him/her that he/she may attain to that full stature intended for 
him/her in your eternal kingdom; for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
your Son and our Lord. — a3 

O gracious God, we give you thanks and praise that you have 
preserved your servant, ______name___, through the anxiety 
of childbirth. Enable her to live faithfully according to your will 
and finally to partake of everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (449) 
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O God our creator, grant that the child of __ name(s of parents) 
may increase in wisdom and stature and grow in your love and 
service, until he/she comes to your eternal joy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. ¢450) 

PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

Almighty God, giver of life and love, bless ____names of parents 
Grant them wisdom and devotion in their life together, that each 
may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, 
a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. So knit their wills 
together in your will and their spirits in your Spirit, that they 
may live together in love and peace all the days of their lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (451) 

STILLBIRTH OR DEATH SHORTLY AFTER BIRTH 

Psalm 130 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lorp; 
Lorp, hear my voice; * 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2 If you, LoRD, were to note what is done amiss,” 

O Lord, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
therefore you Shall be feared. 

4] wait for the Lorp; my soul waits for him; * 
in his word is my hope. 

° My soul waits for the Lorn, 
more than watchmen for the morning,” 

more than watchmen for the morning. 

0 Israel, wait for the Lorp,* 
for with the Lorp there i is mercy; 

‘with him there is plenteous redemption,* 
and he shall redeem Israel from All their sins. 

Romans 14:7-9 

7None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. *If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 

so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 

9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be 

Lord both of the dead and of the living. 
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PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS™* 

Prayers 

Lord God, Father of mercies and God of all comfort: We thank 

you for your care in this time of trial and sadness. Console and 

comfort these your servants with the assurance of your tender 
compassion and unfailing love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(452) 

O God our Father, your beloved Son took children into his arms 
and blessed them. Give us grace, we pray, that we may entrust 

name to your never-failing care and love, and bring 
us all to your heavenly kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (283) 

Merciful God, comfort your servants whose hearts grieve, and 
grant that they may so love and serve you in this life that, to- 
gether with this your child, they may obtain the fullness of your 
promises in the world to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(453) 

ADDICTION 

Psalm 121 

1] lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the Lorp,* 
the maker of heavén and earth. 

3He will not let your foot be moved* 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

*Behold, he who keeps watch Over Israel* 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; * 

>the Lorp himself watches dver you; * 
the Lorn is your shade at your right hand, 

°so that the sun shall not strike You by day,* 
nor the moon by night. 

‘The Lorp shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

*The Lorp shall watch over 
your going out and your coming in,* 

from this time forth forévermore. 

Other psalms: Psalm 46, 130 
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2 Corinthians 4:6-9 

®t is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ. 

7But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the 
transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are af- 
flicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven 
to despair; ° persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed. 

PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

Other lessons: Isaiah 63:7-9; Matthew 15:21-28; Romans 8:38-39; 

Galatians 2:20 

Prayers 

O Lord, mercifully regard your servant, ___name__, who 
is bound with the chains of addiction. Give him/her strength, 

that he/she may be freed from fear and guilt and be restored 
in you to the liberty of the children of God, now and forever. 

<454) 

O blessed Jesus, you ministered to all who came to you. Look 
with compassion upon all who through addiction have lost their 
health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your un- 
failing mercy; remove the fears that attack them; strengthen 
them in the work of their recovery; and to those who care for 
them, give patient understanding and persevering love; for your 
mercy’s sake. = 27) 

ANXIETY, APPREHENSION, FEAR 

Psalm 27 

1The Lorp is my light and my salvation; 
whom then Shall I fear? * 

The Lorn is the strength of my life; 
of whom then shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers came upon me to eat ip my flesh, * 
it was they, my foes and my adversaries, 
who stumbled and fell. 

3Though an army should enéamp against me, * 
yet my heart shall not be afraid; 
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4and though war should rise ip against me, * 
yet will I put my trust in him. 

>One thing have I asked of the Lorp; one thing I seek; * 

that I may dwell in the house of the LorD 
all the days df my life; 

Sto behold the fair beauty df the Lorp* 
and to seek him in his temple. 

For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; 
he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 
and set me high up6én a rock. 

8 Even now he lifts Up my head * 
above my enemies round about me. 

° Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation 
with sounds of great gladness; * 

I will sing and make music to the Lorn. 
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lorp, When I call; * 

have mercy on me and 4nswer me. 

You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * 
Your face, Lorp, will I seek. 

12 Hide not your face from me, Ke 
nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 

13 You have been my helper; cast me fot away; * 
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 

14Though my father and my mothér forsake me, * 
the Lorp Will sustain me. 

1° Show me your Way, O Lorp; * 
lead me on a level path, because 6f my enemies. 

16 Deliver me not into the hand of my ddversaries, * 
for false witnesses have risen up against me, 
and also those Who speak malice. 

1 What if I had not believed 
that I should see the goodness of the Lorp * 

in the land of the living! 

'8Oh, tarry and await the Lorp’s pleasure; 
be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; * 

wait patiently for the Lorn. 

Other psalms: Psalm 4, 46, 91, 121 
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Isaiah 43:1-3a 

1Thus says the Lorp, he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
* When you pass through the waters I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you. 
3For I am the Lorp your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 

31 What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, will he not also give us all things with him? *3 Who shall 
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies; 
34who is to condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who in-. 
deed intercedes for us? > Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. 3° For I am sure that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, *?nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Other lessons: Lamentations 3:55-58; Matthew 6:25-34; John 

10:1-18; John 14:1-6; Philippians 4:4-7 

Prayers 

Almighty and merciful God, our only source of health and heal- 
ing, who alone can bring calmness and peace: Grant to us, your 
children, a consciousness of your presence and a strong confi- 
dence in you. In our pain, our weariness, and our anxiety, 

surround us with your care, protect us by your loving might, and 
permit us once more to enjoy health and strength and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (455) 
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Loving Lord, we entrust ourselves to your care this day. Guide 

with wisdom and skill the minds and hands of those who minis- 
ter in your name. Grant that your servant may be restored to 
health and may live in harmony with you and with others; 
through Jesus Christ. (456) 

O most loving Father, you want us to give thanks for all things, 
to fear nothing except losing you, and to lay all our cares on 
you, knowing that you care for us. Grant that fears and anxieties 
in this mortal life may not hide from us the light of your im- 
mortal love shown to us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. <457) 

GUILT 

Individual Confession and Forgiveness (page 45) may be appro- 
priate. 

Psalm 139:1-17, 22-23 

1Lorp, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

?You trace my journeys and my festing-places* 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word On my lips,* 
but you, O Lorp, know it altogether. 

*You press upon me behind and before* 
and lay your hand upon me. 

° Such knowledge is too wonderful.for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

° Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
Where can I flee from your presence? 

‘If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 
if I make the grave my bed, you Are there also. 

“If I take the wings Of the morning* 
and dwell in the uttermost parts Of the sea, 

®even there your hand will lead me* 
and your right hand hold me fast. 

“Tf I say, “Surely the darkness will Gover me,” 
and the light around me furn to night,” 
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“darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright 4s the day; * 
darkness and light to you are both alike. 

For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

1ST will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

‘4 My body was not hidden from you,* 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

® Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 

they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
How great is the sum of them! 

17Tf T-were to count them, : 
they would be more in number than the sand; * _ 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 
22 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; * 

try me and know my restless thoughts. 
23 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me,* 

and lead me in the way that is éverlasting. 

Other psalms: Psalm 15, 25, 32, 51, 86 

Romans 5:1-11 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have obtained access 
to this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. ?More than that, we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, *and en- 
durance produces character, and character produces hope, ° and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been 
given to us. 

6 While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man—though 
perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. * But God 
shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us. °Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood, 
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much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, 

shall we be saved by his life. 14 Not only so, but we also rejoice 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received our reconciliation. 

Other lessons: Isaiah 1:18; Isaiah 53; Matthew 9:2-8; John 

3:16-21; Ephesians 3:13-21; I John 1:1-9; 1 John 4:9-21 

Prayers 

God of mercy, compassion, and healing: You are more willing to 
forgive than we are to confess. The burden of guilt is heavy 
upon us. We thank you that you hear us when we pray, that you 
share our suffering and pain, and that you forgive our sins. Re- 
mind us that with you there is mercy, and make us to hear of 
joy and gladness. Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us 
your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_4e2 

Almighty and everlasting God, comfort of the sad and strength 
to those who suffer: Let the prayers of your children who are in 
any trouble rise to you. To everyone in distress grant mercy, 
grant relief, grant refreshment; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(223) 

LONELINESS 

Psalm 139:1-17 

1Lorp, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down andsmy rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

“You trace my journeys and my Testing-places* 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,* 
but you, O Lorn, know it altogether. 

*You press upon me behind and before* 
and lay your hand upon me. 

© Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

® Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
Where can I flee from your presence? 

62 



“PSALMS, LESSONS, AND PRAYERS 

‘Tf I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 

if I make the grave my bed, you dre there also. 
SIf I take the wings of the morning * 

and dwell in the uttermost parts Of the sea, 
even there your hand will lead me * 

and your right hand hold me fast. 
Tf T say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, * 

and the light around me turn to night,” 

‘darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; * 
darkness and light to you are both alike. 

2 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

*S] will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths 6f the earth. 

® Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 

they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was rione of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
How great is the sum of them! 

17 Tf | were to count them, 
they would be more in number than the sand; * y 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

Other psalms: Psalm 6, 13, 27, 31, 42 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus *it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lor, 
the majesty of our God. 

3Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees, 
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4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
“Be strong, fear not! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you.” 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

6 then shall the lame man leap like a hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 

7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

8 And a highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not pass over it, 
and fools shall not err therein. 

°No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

10 And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Other lessons: Isaiah 43:1-3a; Isaiah 49;13-15; Jeremiah 20:7-13; 

John 14:1-6; John 15:7-11; Romans 5:1-5; Romans 8:18-28; 

Romans 8;31b-39; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 2 Corinthians 4:13b—5:9; 

Philippians 4:4-7; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 Peter 1:3-9, 1 Peter 4;12-14; 
I John 5:14-15 

Prayers 

Merciful God, our Father, in the stillness of our souls we listen 
for your voice to know again that you are God. Quiet our 
restless hearts with the knowledge that you stand within the 
shadows, keeping watch over your own. Rekindle our faith and 
light the lamp of hope within our hearts. Then deal with us as 
seems best to you, for where you lead we can confidently go with 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (463) 
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O Lord our God, you see and know and feel the pain of the 
world. Look upon us in our loneliness and enfold us with your 
love, that in the midst of pain we may know your presence. To 
those who attend name give compassionate hearts 
and healing hands, and give name health again for 
your mercy’s sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —¢aeay 

Blessed Lord, in moments of pain we turn to you for strength; in 
times of loneliness we feel your loving nearness. Grant that your 
life and love and joy may flow through us for the healing of oth- 
ers in Jesus’ name. (465) 

IMPATIENCE OR BOREDOM 

Psalm 119:81-84, 88-96, 105-112, 169-170, 175 

81 My soul has longed for four salvation; * 
I have put my hope in your word. 

** My eyes have failed from watching for your promise,* 
and I say, “When will you Comfort me?” 

83] have become like a leather flask in the smoke* 
but I have not forgotfen your statutes. 

54 How much longer must I wait? * 
When will you give judgment 
against those who perSecute me? 

88In your lovingkindhess, revive me,* 
that I may keep the decrees Of your mouth. 

89°C Lorp, your word is éverlasting; * 
it stands firm in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness remains from one generation fo another; * 
you established the earth, and it abides. 

°! By your decree these continue to this day,* 
for all things are your seryants. 

If my delight had not been in your law,* 
I should have perished 1 in my affliction. 

93] will never forget your commandments,* 
because by them you give me life. 

*] am yours—oh, that You would save me!—* 
for I study Your commandments. 

%° Though the wicked lie in wait for me fo destroy me," 
I will apply my mind to your decrees. 
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96] see that all things come to an end, * 
but your commandment has no bounds. 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light updn_ my path. 

106] have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 

1071 am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lorn, according to your word. 

18 Accept, O Lor, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 

110The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance forever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

42] have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
forever and to the end. 

16° Let my cry come before you, O Lor»; * 
give me understanding, according to yous word. 

Let my supplication come before you; * 
deliver me, according to your pronus’: 

175 Let me live, and I will praise you, * 
and let your judgments help me. 

Other psalms: Psalm 126 

Lamentations 3:55-58 

»°T called on your name, O Lorp, from the depths of the pit. 
°°'You heard my plea: “Do not close your ears 

to my cry for relief.” 

°7 You came near when I called you, and you said, “Do not fear.” 
°8O Lord, you took up my case; you redeemed my life. 

Other lessons: Romans 5:1-5; 1 Corinthians 13; 2 Corinthians 

4:13b—5:9,; Ephesians 6:10-17; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 
12:11-14; James 5:7-lla 
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Prayers 

O Lord our God, we need your guidance in all we do. Let your 
wisdom counsel us, your hand lead us, and your arm support us. 
Conform us to your image and make us like our Savior, that in 
some measure we may live here on earth as he lived and may 
act in all things as he acted; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 466) 

Lord, do with us as seems best in your own eyes; only give us, 
we ask, a humble and a patient spirit to wait expectantly for you. 
Make our service acceptable to you while we live and ourselves 
ready for you when we die, for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Savior. (467) 

IMPENDING DEATH OR IRREVERSIBLE ILLNESS 

Psalm 143 

1Lorp, hear my prayer, 
and in your faithfulness heed my Supplications; * 

answer me in your righteousness. 

Enter not into judgment with your servant,* 
for in your sight shall no one living be justified. 

3For my enemy has sought my life; 
he has crushed me to the ground; * 

he has made me live in dark places 
like those who are long Cs 

4 My spirit faints within me; 
my heart within me is desolate. 

>] remember the time past; I muse upon all your deeds; * 
I consider the works of a hands. 

6] spread out my hands to you; * 
my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land. 

70 Lorp, make haste to answer me; my Spirit fails me; 
do not hide your face from me 
or I shall be like those who go down to the pit. 

*Let me hear of your lovingkindness 1 in the morning, 
for I put my trust in you; 

show me the road that I must walk, 

for I lift up my soul to ) you. 
° Deliver me from my enemies, O Lorp,* 

for I flee to you for refuge. 
10 Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; * 

let your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
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11 Revive me, O Lorp, for your name’s sake; Zs 

for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble. 

12 Of your goodness, destroy my enemies 
and bring all my foes to naught, * 

for truly I 4m your servant. 

John 14:1-6 

1“T et not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also 

in me. ?In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3 And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
4 And you know the way where I am going.” ° Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we 
know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.” 

Other lessons; Matthew 26:36-46; 2 Corinthians 4:13b—5:9, Ephe- 

sians 6:10-17 

Prayers 

O merciful Father, you teach us in your holy Word that you do 
not willingly afflict or grieve your children. Look with compas- 
sion On ____mame__, your servant, for whom we pray. 
Remember him/her, O Lord, in mercy. Strengthen him/her in 

patience, comfort him/her with the memory of your goodness, let 
your presence shine on him/her, and give him/her peace through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (468) 

Almighty God, your love never fails, and you can turn the 
shadow of death into daybreak. Help us to receive your Word 
with believing hearts, so that, confident in your promises, we may 
have hope and be lifted out of darkness into the light and peace 
of your presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (469) 

O blessed Lord, God of mercies and of comfort: Look in com- 
passion on your servant, name , who is shaken and 
troubled. In your good time give him/her a right understanding 
of himself/herself and of your will for him/her, that he/she may 
not lose confidence in you. Preserve him/her from bitterness and 
fear, look upon him/her with favor, and give him/her your peace 
which passes understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (410) 
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ANGER, BITTERNESS, SELF-PITY, TURMOIL 

Psalm 88 

10 Lorp, my God, my Savior,* 
by day and night I cry to you. 

Let my prayer enter info “your presence; * 
incline your ear to my lamentation. 

3For I am full of trouble; * 
my life is at the brink Of the grave. 

*I am counted among those who go down fo the pit; * 
I have become like one who has no strength; 

> lost arhong the dead,* 
like the slain who le i in the Bare, 

6 whom you remember no more, * 
for they are cut off from your hand. 

"You have laid me in the depths 6f the pit,* 
in dark places, and in the abyss. 

8Your anger weighs upon me heavily, * 
and all your great waves 6verwhelm me. 

°You have put my friends far from me; 
you have made me to be abhorred by them; * 

I am in prison and cannot get free. 
10My sight has failed me because of trouble; * 

Lorp, I have called upon you daily; 
I have stretched out my hands to you. 

11D you work wonders for the dead? * 
Will those who have died stand up and give 30u) thanks? 

Will your lovingkindness be declared in the grave, * 
your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 

13 Will your wonders be known i in the dark* 
or your righteousness in the country where all is forgotten? 

14But as for me, O Lorn, I cry to you for help; * 
in the morning my prayer Comes before you. 

15 LorD, why have you rejected me? * 
Why have you hidden your face from me? 

*6Ever since my youth, I have been wretched 
and at the point of death; * 

I have borne your terrors with a froubled mind. 

17 Your blazing anger has swept Over me; * 
your terrors have destroyed me; 
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18 they surround me all day long like a flood; * 
they encompass me on every side. 

1° My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me,” 
and darkness is my only companion. 

Other psalms: Psalm 30, 39, 73, 139 

Isaiah 53 

1Who has believed what we have heard? 
And to whom has the arm of the Lorp been revealed? 

*For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or comeliness that we should look at him, 
and no beauty that we should desire him. 

3He was despised and rejected by men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

° But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that made us whole, 
and with his stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the Lorp has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth, 

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people? 
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° And they made his grave with the wicked 
and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the will of the Lorp to bruise him; 
he has put him to grief; 

when he makes himself an offering for sin, 
he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the Lorp shall prosper in his hand; 

11 “he shall see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

make many to be accounted righteous; 
and he shall bear their iniquities. 

2 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he poured out his. soul to death, 
and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors. 

Other lessons: Matthew 26:36-46; Luke 23:27-49; 1 Corinthians 

13; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; 2 Corinthians 4:13b—5:9; Ephesians 

6:10-17; Philippians 2:5-I1; I Peter 5:6-11 

Prayers - 

Our Lord and our God, grant us grace to see your love in what- 
ever we face. Give us patience and thankfulness even in our 
pain, anxiety, or loss; and move us with compassion and tender- 
ness for our afflicted neighbors; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (471) 

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: 
Help us to ask only what accords with your will; and those good 
things which we dare not or, in our blindness, cannot ask, grant 
us for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Ql) 

Merciful God, grant that the spirit of Jesus may dwell and reign 
in our hearts, that we may enjoy your peace and know the power 
of your Spirit, bearing witness with our lives that we are indeed 
your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. — 47) 
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ACCEPTANCE OF INEVITABLE DEATH 

Psalm 23 

1The Lorp is my shepherd,* 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures* 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul* ‘ 
and guides me along right pathways for his name’s sake. 

4Though,I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil,* 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

>You spread a table before me 
in the presence of those who trouble me,* 

you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is funning over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life,* 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lorn forever. 

Psalm 31:5 

Into your hands I commend my spirit,* 
for you have redeemed me, O Lorp, O God of truth. 

Other psalms: Psalm 46, 90, 116, 121, 139 

2 Corinthians 4:7-18 

7We have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the tran- 

scendent power belongs to God and not to us. ° We are afflicted 
in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to de- 
spair; ° persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed; 1° always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 
"For while we live we are always being given up to death for 
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our 
mortal flesh. 1?So death is at work in us, but life in you. 
18 Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I 
believed, and so I spoke,” we too believe, and so we speak, 
knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also 

with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. ! For it is all 
for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people 
it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
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*®So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting 
away, Our inner nature is being renewed every day. 1” For this 
slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison, '8 because we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen 
are eternal. 

Matthew 25:34 

“Come, you blessed of my Father,” says the Lord Jesus, “and 
take possession of the kingdom prepared for you.” 

John 6:40 

“All who believe in the Son of God will have eternal life.” 

John 14:3 

“When I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.” 

Acts 7:59b 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

Romans 8:35a 

What can come between us and the love of Christ? 

Romans 14:8b 

Whether we live or die we are the Lord’s. 

2 Corinthians 5:1 

We have an everlasting home in heaven. 

1 Thessalonians 4:17b 

We shall be with the Lord forever. 

1 John 3:2c 

We shall see God as he really is. 

Other lessons: John 3:16-21; John 6:47-51; John 14:1-6; John 

20:1-18; Romans 8:28-39, 1 Corinthians 15:12-26; Philippians 

3:7-14; Revelation 7:9-17; Revelation 21:1-7, 22—22:5 
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Prayers 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until 
the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world 

is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, 

Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and 
peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_@«0) 

God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to 
bring life and immortality to light. We give you thanks because 
by his death Jesus destroyed the power of death and by his res- 
urrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that 

neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall 
be able to separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (284) 

Lord God, you have brought us near to a great company of an- 
gels and to the spirit of the righteous made perfect. Grant us, 
during our earthly pilgrimage, to abide in their fellowship and, in 
our heavenly country, to become partakers of their joy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (473) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have overcome death and brought life 
and immortality to light. Give us grace so to believe in you, the 
Resurrection and the life, that we may not fear death nor dread 
the grave. Help us joyfully to await the time when, by your 
almighty power, our frail bodies will be fashioned like your 
glorified body, in which you are exalted forevermore at the right 
hand of the Father, where with the Holy Spirit you live and 
reign, one God, now and forever. * ¢474) 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, set your Passion, cross, 

and death between your judgment and our souls, and present us 
to the Father clothed in your righteousness. ¢415) 

BEFORE SURGERY 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, graciously protect 
name in his/her surgery. Fill his/her heart with 

confidence that, though he/she may be anxious, he/she may 
put his/her trust in you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 458) 
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Strengthen your servant, name , O God, to do what 
he/she must do and bear what he/she must bear; that, accepting 

your healing gifts through the skill of the medical staff, he/she 
may be restored to health; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 459) 

Loving God, hold name in your care. Give wisdom 
and skill to his/her doctors and nurses, and enable them to serve 
your purposes of love and healing; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

<460) 

FOLLOWING SURGERY 

Almighty and gracious God, we give you thanks that you have 
protected name during surgery. Enable him/her to 
trust in your goodness, to find comfort in your abiding presence, 
and to praise your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 461) 

BENEDICTIONS 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 
who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope 
through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every 
good work and word. —@ Thess. 2:16-17) 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do 
far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be 
glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for- 
ever and ever. Amen. (Eph. 3:20-21) 

The almighty Lord, a strong tower to all who put their trust in 
him, to whom all things in heaven, on earth, and under the earth 

bow and obey, be now and evermore your defense, and make 
you know and feel that the only name under heaven given for 
health and salvation is the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The God of peace sanctify you, and keep your spirit, soul, and 
body sound and blameless until the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He who calls you is faithful and he will do it. The bless- 
ing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you now and always. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ- 
ing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 
hope. (Rom. 15:13) 
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TO THOSE IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

1. The distribution is an extension of the Lord’s Supper to those, 
such as the sick and homebound, who are unable to be present at 
the celebration of the congregation. 

2. Those designated by the congregation as assisting ministers of 
communion are to be carefully selected and trained for their minis- 
try. The ministers may be lay or ordained persons. 

3. As the ministers prepare to leave the church, they may say: 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender 
care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, 
assist us in this ministry on which we set forth. In your love and 
care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this Sacra- 
ment, that through the body and blood of your Son we all may 
know the comfort of your abiding presence. Amen —_ (476) 

4. Upon arrival at the place of distribution, the minister places on 
the table the containers of bread and wine still closed. 

5. The minister may greet the communicant(s) in these or similar 
words: 

'A) Peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. The minister addresses the communicant(s): 

‘A’ When our congregation gathered for the celebration of Holy 
Communion, we heard again the story of God’s mighty acts and 
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of the love shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. With thanksgiving we remembered that “in the 
night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

We were given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift 
of his Holy Spirit. Now we bring to you this same bread of life 
and this same cup of blessing, that you may be strengthened 
through your participation in the body of Christ. 

7. Confession may be made. 

A) As we prepare for this great gift, let us confess our sins and 
hear the promise of forgiveness. 

Most merciful God, [>| 

“! we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our- 
selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen 

The declaration of grace is said 

‘A\ In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. To those 
who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become the 
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

(3 Amen 

8 The minister and communicant(s) may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. (J Peace be with you. 

9. The Prayer of the Day may be said. . 
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10. The minister reads the Gospel appointed for the day, or: 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall 

not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 
(John 6:35) 

Brief comment on the reading may be made. 

11. The container of bread is opened and the wine is poured into 

the cup. 

® Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen te) 

OR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
WwW 

12. The minister may say: 

(A) As often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

13. The minister then gives the bread and wine, saying: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say: “Amen.” 

14. Silence for reflection follows. 
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I5. One of these prayers is said. 

‘Al Let us pray. 

A’ Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have re- 

ceived the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in 
him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his 
endless life, now and forever. Amen 209) 

OR 

A’ We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray 
that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, 
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (241) 

16. The service concludes: 

A) Let us bless the Lord. 

(4 Thanks be to God. 

A) The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to 

eee life. 

(¥ Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> To underscore the significance of bringing the congregational ~ 
Eucharist to those unable to participate in the assembly, the Com- 
munion should be carried to the absent without delay following the 
congregational celebration. Sufficient ministers Should be appointed 
so that all the absent may receive Communion within a few hours 
‘of the congregation’s service that day. 

> Lay assisting ministers of communion should be appointed for a 
definite period, such as a year or a season of the church year. 

> Provision should be made for maintenance of the communion 
records of those to whom Communion is distributed 
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> The distribution of Communion to those in special circumstances 

should always be done according to the polity of the congregation. 

> During certain seasons—especially Advent-Christmas and Lent- 

Easter—celebrations of the Lord’s Supper by an ordained minister 

should be scheduled for the sick and homebound, with the congre- 

gation or significant numbers from the congregation invited. Thus 
those who cannot attend church will occasionally have the benefit 
of a visible community and a fuller liturgy, including a sermon and 

perhaps singing. 

PREPARATION FOR THE SERVICE 

» The vessels in which the Communion is carried need not be expensive 
or elaborate. Glass cruets (so one may see how much wine remains) 
with tight stoppers are appropriate for the wine. Metal, glass, or ce- 
ramic boxes are appropriate for the bread. 

> The amount of bread and wine needed should be carefully estimated 
so there is sufficient for each communicant yet without a great quantity 
remaining after all have communed. 

> A table should be set near the person who is to receive Communion; 
the table may be covered with a clean white cloth. The central objects 
on the table are the bread and wine, held in suitable containers. Can- 

dles and cross (or crucifix) may also be placed on the table. 

> Purificators (linens for wiping the cup) should be provided to each 
assisting minister of communion. 

> Extended conversation may not be advisable at this time; however, 

the minister should be sensitive to the needs of those visited. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

4. > The containers of bread and winé are to remain closed «11> in 
order that the communicant(s) not understand the biblical words 
of institution to be a consecration of the elements. 

5. > One of the following may be used as an alternate to the greet- 
ing provided: “Peace to this house and to all who dwell in it” or 
“Grace to you and peace.” 

6. > The assisting minister of communion does not touch or lift the 
bread or wine during the address. 

7. » Normally, confession and forgiveness are included. The sick, 
infirm, and institutionalized may be keenly aware of their being 
part of a fallen humanity, and may welcome the opportunity to 
hear an assurance of forgiveness. 
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13. 

14. 

" DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

> If the communicant is unable to read or recite the prayer of 
confession, the assisting minister of communion may read it and 
then ask, “Is this your confession? If so, answer ‘yes’.” 

> When a pastor serves as a minister of communion, the form of 
the declaration of grace reserved for ordained ministers should 
be used: 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. 
To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to 
become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. 

> Or the pastor may use the absolution: 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for 
us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his author- 
ity, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ** Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

> Or the pastor may use Individual Confession and Forgiveness, 
page 45. . 

. » The Prayers of the Day, page 263, are also in Lutheran Book of 
Worship, page 13. 

> Instead of the Gospel of the day or the reading provided, one 
of the following may be read: 
John 3:16 God so loved the world 
John 6:50-51 JI am the living bread 
John 6:53-58 Whoever eats this bread will live forever 
John 14:23 If any love me, we will come to them 
John 14:27. Peace I leave with you 
John 15:4 Abide in me 

> Other communicants who are present with the sick person 

should be encouraged to commune also, that the communal na- 

ture of the meal may be more evident. 

> The silence for reflection and meditation is an important part 
of the ministration of Communion and should not be omitted. 

> When a pastor serves as a minister of communion, this blessing 

may be used: 

P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace. Amen 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

I. An ordained minister presides. 

P) As we prepare for this great gift, let us confess our sins and 
hear the promise of forgiveness. 

[P) Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our- 
selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen 

2. The absolution is said 

P) Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and or- 
dained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

“J Amen 
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WITH THOSE 

IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

1. Confession and forgiveness may precede this service. 

2. This order is for celebrating the Holy Communion in such 
places as the homes of the sick or shut-in, health-care institutions, 

or prisons. 

3. An ordained minister presides at this service. 

4. The minister greets the communicants. 

P| The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you [all]. 

[J And also with you. 

5. The Prayer of the Day is said. 

(P) Let us pray... 

fj Amen 

6. The minister reads the Gospel. Another reading from Scripture 

may precede the Gospel. Brief comment may be made. 

7. Prayers may be offered for the Church and the world, remem- 
bering the local congregation and its ministry and the special 

circumstances under which this Holy Communion ts celebrated. 
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8. The peace may be shared. 

(P| The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

( And also with you. 

The minister and those assembled may greet one another in the 
name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. 4 Peace be with you. 

9. One of the following is said. 

(P) Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, * 

resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion 
we may know the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty Father, now and forever. 

ii Amen 
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OR 

P' In the night in which he was betrayed, | 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. | 

OR 

P’ Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 
that all those who believe in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you for the salvation 
you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 
as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

a Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

to| In the night in which he was betrayed 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. oy 
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Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

10. The minister gives the bread and wine, saying: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say: “Amen.” 

11. Silence for reflection follows. 

12. One of these prayers is said. 

(P| Let us pray. 

P| Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have re- 
ceived the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in 
him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his 
endless life, now and forever. (209) 

OR 
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P’ We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re- 
freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and 
we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through 
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. ai) 

iy Amen 

13. The benediction is said. 

P Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

OR 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you peace. 

Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

» This service retains the essential action of the celebration of Holy 
Communion—Prayer of the Day, Gospel (and comment on it), 
Great Thanksgiving, Communion, post-communion thanksgiving, 
Benediction. Congregational and festive elaborations—entrance rite, 
extended readings and psalmody, Creed, extended intercessions, 
preface dialog, and Sanctus—are eliminated. 

> It is not always desirable to commune those who suffer an ex- 
tended illness by celebrating the Holy Communion with them alone. 
During certain seasons—especially Advent-Christmas and 
Lent-Easter—celebrations of the Lord’s Supper should be scheduled 
in the homes of such persons, with the congregation or significant 
numbers from the congregation invited. Thus those who cannot 
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attend church will occasionally have the benefit of a visible 
community and a fuller liturgy, including a sermon and perhaps 
singing. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 
Ik 

1 

88 

> Normally, confession and forgiveness are included. Confession 
and Forgiveness, page 82, or Individual Confession and Forgive- 
ness, page 45, may be used. 

. » The apostolic greeting prepares for the Prayer of the Day 
which follows directly, and thus the lesser salutation, “The Lord 

be with you”; “And also with you,” is omitted. 

. » The Gospel of the day may be read throughout the week ex- 
cept when a Lesser Festival or Commemoration occurs; or the 
third reading from the Daily Lectionary may be used. The Gos- 
pel or the lesson may be abbreviated as appropriate. 

. > The first prayer follows ecumenical precedents, omitting the 
preface dialog (28) but in its opening lines recalling the Sanctus, 
“Holy, holy, holy Lord.” 

> Instead of this prayer, eucharistic prayer IV from Lutheran 
Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 226, which does not use 
the Sanctus, may be used with or without the preface dialog (28). 

> The silence for reflection and meditation is an important part 
of the ministration of Communion and should be observed. 

» The blessing, “The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace,” is omitted here be- 
cause the post-communion prayer and benediction follow shortly. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR HEALING 

I. This order is for use in a corporate setting. Laying on of Hands 
and Anointing the Sick, page 99, may be used with an individual 

in a home or hospital. 

Stand/Sit 

2. A hymn is sung. 

3. The following dialog is read. It may be said responsively by the 
minister and the congregation, or antiphonally by two sections of 
the congregation. Another dialog may be used instead 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
and his mercy endures forever. 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble, 
and he delivered them from their distress. 

He sent forth his Word and healed them, 

and saved them from the grave. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and loving in all his works. 

The Lord upholds all who fall; 
he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

The Lord sustains them on their sickbed, 

and ministers to them in their illness. 

The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
and his mercy endures forever. 
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4. The minister says: 

(Al God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

9 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

5. An Old Testament canticle (see canticles 14, 15, 16, 18, 19) ap- 

propriate to the season or occasion may be sung. 

6. The Prayer of the Day is said; the salutation may precede it. 

(P) The Lord be with you. : 

And also with you. 

P| Let us pray. ... 

@ Amen 

Sit 

* Or, He descended to the dead. 
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7. The first lesson is announced and read. 

‘A’ The first lesson is from the chapter of 

8. After the lesson, the reader may say: “Here ends the reading.” 

9. A psalm, hymn, or anthem is sung. 

10. The second lesson is announced and read. 

A’ The second lesson is from the chapter of 

11. Afier the lesson, the reader may say: “Here ends the reading.” 

12. A response may follow the second lesson. 

13. Silence for meditation. 

14. The sermon follows the silence. In place of the sermon the 
minister may engage those present in mutual conversation or con- 
solation. 

Stand/Sit 

15. A hymn is sung. 

Sit 

16. An offering may be received. 

17. Appropriate prayers may be selected from those which follow. 
Other prayers may be used instead. 

Stand/Sit 

‘Al Let us pray for all who suffer. 

Merciful Lord, you sent your Son to be our peace. Help all who 
suffer pain or grief to find in him strength and peace, so that 
their trust in your promises may be renewed; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (477) 

Amen 
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(Al Let us pray for recovery from sickness. 

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of suffer- 
ers: Mercifully hear our prayers and grant to your servants, 
_____names__, the help of your power, that their sickness 
may be turned into health and our sorrow into joy; through 
Jesus Christ. (226) 

(@ Amen 

(A) Let us pray for those in affliction. 

Almighty and everlasting God, comfort of the sad and strength 
to those who suffer: Let the prayers of your children who are in 
any trouble rise to you. To everyone in distress grant mercy, 
grant relief, grant refreshment; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

23) 

@ Amen 

‘A) Let us pray for those who minister in healing. 

Almighty God, source of human knowledge and skill: Guide 
physicians and nurses and all those you have called to practice 
the arts of healing. Strengthen them by your life-giving Spirit, 
that, by their ministries, the health of all people may be pro- 
moted and your creation may be glorified; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (478) 

(@ Amen 

iA) Let us pray for the ministry of family and friends. 

Loving God, our creator and redeemer: Give strength and gen- 
tleness, patience and faithfulness to family members and friends. 
Let their hope be in you, and by their ministry of love let your 
love be known; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (479) 

(3 Amen 

‘Al Let us pray for those who desire our prayers. 

Blessed Lord, we ask your loving care and protection for those 
who are sick in body, mind, or spirit and who desire our prayers. 
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Take from them all fears and help them put their trust in you, 
that they may feel your strong arms around them. Touch them 
with your renewing love, that they may know wholeness in you 
and glorify your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 480 

(3 Amen 

| The following prayer is appropriate.for those who are deciding 
| which treatment to follow in an illness or affliction, how long to 
continue life-support systems, or where to spend days of recovery 
or growing older. 

A Let us pray for those making decisions. 

O Lord our God, send your Holy Spirit to guide us, that we 
may make our decisions with love, mercy, and reverence for 

your gift of life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 481) 

Amen 

The prayers may conclude: 

P Praise to you, almighty God and Father. You sent your Son to 
live among us and to bring us your salvation. 

@ Blessed be God. 

P) Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, incomparable Son of the 

Father. You humbled yourself to share in our humanity, and you 
came to heal all our illnesses. 

Blessed be God. 

P) Praise to you, Holy Spirit, our defender and consoler. You 
heal our sickness with your mighty and life-giving power. 

Blessed be God. 

P Holy and blessed Trinity, sustain your servants, ___™™™s_, 
with your presence; drive away their sickness of body and spirit; 
and give them that victory of life and peace which will enable 
them to serve you now and evermore. 

Amen 

Sit 

93 



SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR HEALING 

18. Those who wish to receive laying on of hands (and anointing) 

come to the altar and, if conditions permit, kneel. 

19. The minister lays both hands on each person’s head: 

P| Father in heaven, OR | [P| I lay my hands upon 
for Jesus’ sake, send you in the name of our 
your Holy Spirit upon Lord and Savior Jesus 
your servant, Christ, beseeching him to 

name : uphold you and fill you 
drive away all sickness with grace, that you may 
of body and spirit; know the healing power 
make whole that which of his love. 
is broken; deliver 
him/her from the 

power of evil; and pre- 
serve him/her in true 
faith, to share in the 
power of Christ’s resur- 
rection and to serve 
you with all the saints 

\ now and evermore. 

3 Amen 

OR 

20. The minister lays both hands on each person’s head in si- 
lence, after which he/she may dip a thumb in the oil and make 
the sign of the cross on the person’s forehead, saying: 

'P] O God, the giver of health and salvation: As the apostles 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, at his command, anointed many that 
were sick and healed them, send now your Holy Spirit, that 

name , anointed with this oil, may in repentance 
and faith be made whole; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

(3 Amen 

21. After all have returned to their places: 

'P) The almighty Lord—a strong tower to all who put their trust 
in him, to whom all things in heaven, on earth, and under the 
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earth bow and whom they obey—be now and evermore your 
defense, and make you know and feel that the only name under 
heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

(@ Amen 

Stand/ Sit 

\P) Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord God, constant source of all healing, we give you 
thanks for all your gifts of strength and life, and above all we 
thank you for the gift of your Son, through whom we have 
health and salvation. As we wait for that day when there will be 
no more pain, help us by your Holy Spirit to be assured of your 
power in our lives and to trust in your eternal love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (482) 

© Amen 

(4 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

( Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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22. A New Testament canticle (see canticles 13, 17, 20, 21) appro- 

priate to the season or occasion may be sung. 

23. The minister blesses the congregation. A hymn may follow. 

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and *F give you peace. 

@ Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

» Those responsible for planning and leading the service will want 
to consult “Notes on the Liturgy” for Service of the Word in 
Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 32. 

> The festival of St. Luke, Evangelist (October 18), is a traditional 
day for this service. In addition, the appointed Gospels make the 
following Sundays and weeks especially appropriate for a service of 
the Word for healing: 

3 Epiphany A 2 Easter ABC 8 Pentecost BC 
5 Epiphany B 2 Pentecost C 13 Pentecost A 
6 Epiphany B 3 Pentecost C 16 Pentecost B 
7 Epiphany B 4 Pentecost A 21 Pentecost C 
2 Went © 6 Pentecost B 23 Pentecost B 
3 Lent A bs 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

3. » Another dialog may be used instead. One of the dialogs in Lu- 
theran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 313, may be 
appropriate. 

PROPERS 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 13 My heart is joyful because of your saving help 
Psalm 20: 1-6 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble 
Psalm 23 You have anointed my head with oil 
Psalm 27:1-9 (10-17) 18 The Lord is the strength of my life 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR HEALING 

Psalm 91 He shall give his angels charge over you 
Psalm 103 He forgives all your sins 
Psalm 121 My help comes from the Lord 
Psalm 130 My soul waits for the Lord 
Psalm 138 The Lord will make good his purpose for me 
Psalm 139:1-17 Where can I go from your Spirit? 
Psalm 145:14-22 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord 
Psalm 146 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for 

their help 

Our help is in the name of the Lord (Bs. 124:8) 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy _(Ps. 103:8) 
O Lord, your love endures forever _(Ps. 138:9) 
The Lord is my shepherd (Ps. 23:1) 

Exodus 16:13-15 Manna in the wilderness 
1 Kings 17:17-24 Elijah restores the widow’s son to life 
2 Kings 5:9-14 Healing of Naaman 
Isaiah 11:1-3a The gifts of the Spirit 
Isaiah 35:1-10 The promise of God’s coming 
Isaiah 42:1-7 The suffering servant 
Isaiah 53:3-5 With his stripes we are healed 
Isaiah 61:1-3 Good tidings to the afflicted 

Acts 3:1-10 Peter and John heal the lame man 

Acts 5:12-16 Healings in Jerusalem; Peter’s shadow 

Acts 10:36-43 Apostolic preaching; He went about . . . healing 
Acts 16:16-18 The slave girl with the spirit of divination 
Romans 8:18-23 We await the redemption of our bodies 
Romans 8:31-39 Nothing can separate us from the love of God 
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 God comforts us in affliction 
Colossians 1:11-20 May you be strengthened with all power 
Hebrews 12:1-2 Looking to Jesus, the perfecter of our faith 
James 5:(13) 14-16 Is any among you sick? 
1 John 5:13-15 That you may know that you have eternal life 

Matthew 8:1-3, 5-8, 13-17. He took our infirmities and bore our diseases 

Matthew 9:2-8 Your sins are forgiven 
Matthew 26:26-30, 36-39 The Last Supper; Not as I will 
Mark 1:21-28 Jesus heals the man with the unclean spirit 
Mark 1:29-34a Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law and others 
Mark 5:1-20 Healing of the Gerasene demoniac 
Mark 5:22-24 (35-43) Request for the healing of Jairus’ daughter 
Mark 6:7, 12-13 They anointed with oil many that were sick 
Luke 17:11-19 Your faith has made you well 
John 5:lb-9 Do you want to be healed? 
John 6:47-51 I am the bread of life 
John 9:1-11 Healing of the man born blind 

Hymns 

“Children of the heav’nly Father,” hymn 474 

“God loved the world so that he gave,” hymn 292 
“If you but trust in God to guide you,” hymn 453 
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“O Christ, the healer, we have come,” hymn 360 

“O day full of grace that now we see,” hymn 161 
“O God, whose will is life and good,” hymn 435 
“O Son of God, in Galilee,” hymn 426 

“The Lord’s my shepherd; Ill not want,” hymn 451 
“Unto the hills around do I lift up,” hymn 445 
“Your hand, O Lord, in days of old,” hymn 431 

Color: of the season 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS 
AND ANOINTING THE SICK 

1. This order is for use in a hospital or home with individuals who 
are unable to attend a corporate service of the Word for healing. 

2. Confession and forgiveness; Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers; Lay- 
ing on of Hands and Anointing the Sick; and Holy Communion 
are components of a ministry of healing. 

3. Anointing normally is done by a pastor. 

4. The minister says these or similar words: 

P) Peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Amen 

OR 

P|} The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

(4 And also with you. 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING THE SICK 

5. An address may be said in these or similar words: 

(P) We are here in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who re- 

stored the sick to health and who himself suffered for our sake. 
He is present among us still to heal and to make whole. We 
entrust our brother/sister, name , to the grace and 
power of Jesus Christ, that the Lord may ease his/her suffering 
and grant him/her health and salvation. 

6. Confession and forgiveness may follow. 

7. One or more of the following lessons are read. 

A reading from St. Luke: When the sun was setting, the people 
brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and lay- 
ing his hands on each one, he healed them. (Luke 4:40) 

A reading from the gospels: Jesus called to him his twelve disci- 
ples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them 
out, and to heal every disease and every infirmity. These twelve 
he sent out, charging them, “Preach as you go, saying, “The king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick.” They went out and 
preached that people should repent. They drove out many de- 
mons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 

(Matt. 10:1,5,7-8a; Mark 6:12-13) 

A reading from James: Is any one of you sick? He should call the 
elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in 
the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make 
the sick person well; the Lord will#aise him up. If he has 
sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 

(James 5:14-16a) 

8. The minister lays both hands on the person’s head and, follow- 
ing a brief silence, says: 

P| I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, beseeching him to uphold you and fill you with 
grace, that you may know the healing power of his love. 

(fj Amen 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING THE SICK 

9. If the person is to be anointed, the minister dips a thumb in the 
oil and makes the sign of the cross on the sick person’s forehead, 
saying: 

P. name , I anoint you with oil in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

ij Amen 

10. The prayer is said. 

P God of mercy, source of all healing, we give you thanks for 
your gifts of strength and life, and especially for the gift of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, through whom we have health and salvation. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit to feel your power in our lives and 
to know your eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (483) 

= Amen 

Ll. The blessing concludes the service. 

P Almighty God, Father, -~+Son, and Holy Spirit, give you 
strength and bless you with peace, now and forever. 

™ Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> Our Lord in his ministry performed many different acts of heal- 
ing—forgiving sins, casting out demons, curing physical disease. 
His disciples also performed similar acts. These practices continued 
as part of the Church’s ministry of healing. The laying on of hands 
was associated with prayers for the work of the Holy Spirit. Anoint- 
ing with oil was also associated with the activity of the Holy Spirit, 
but was especially related to the healing of sickness or infirmity. 

>In recent decades, many have rediscovered the value of the laying 
on of hands and anointing with oil, both in the visitation of the 
sick and in public services of healing. 
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING THE SICK 

PREPARATION FOR THE SERVICE 

> The oil used for anointing is olive oil, to which an aromatic ingredi- 
ent such as synthetic oil of cinnamon or oil of bergamot may be added. 
This prayer may be said when the oil has been prepared: 

'P) Lord God, you bring healing to the sick through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. May your blessings come upon all who 
are anointed with this oil, that they may be freed from pain and 
illness and be made whole. Amen (484) 

> The oil may be kept in a stock (a small metal cylinder) with a se- 
curely fitting lid. To prevent spillage, cotton may be put in the stock 
and only enough oil poured in to moisten the cotton. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. » The appropriate material from confession and forgiveness; 
Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers, page 48; Laying on of Hands and 

Anointing the Sick, page 99; and Holy Communion may be used 
in one unified service for healing. Or, each may be used on sepa- 
rate occasions in visiting the sick. Or, one or more may be used 
as appropriate to the needs of the sick. 

4. » One of the following may be used as an alternate greeting: 
“Peace to this house and to all who dwell in it” or “Grace to 
you and peace.” 

> When this service is combined with confession and forgiveness 
and/or Holy Communion, the greeting (4) is omitted. 

6. » Normally, confession and forgiveness are included. Individual 
Confession and Forgiveness, page 45, may be used. 

11. » When this service is combined with confession and forgiveness 
and/or Holy Communion, the blessing is omitted. 
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COMMENDATION OF THE DYING 

1. When a Christian is near death, the pastor should be notified so 
that the ministry of the Church may be extended. 

(P} Almighty God, look on name , whom you made 

your child in Baptism, and comfort him/her with the promise of 
life with all your saints in your eternal kingdom, the promise 
made sure by the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (485) 

( Amen 

2. The following litany may be said. If no one present is able to 
say the responses, the minister says them also. 

‘P) God the Father in heaven, 

“! have mercy on your servant. 

P) God the Son, redeemer of the world, 

“! have mercy on your servant. 

‘P| God the Holy Spirit, 

have mercy on your servant. 

'P) Holy Trinity, one God, 

“4 have mercy on your servant. 
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'P) From all sin, from all evil, from all suffering, 

™ good Lord, deliver him/her. 

P) By your holy Incarnation, by your Cross and Passion, by your 

precious Death and Burial, 

“good Lord, deliver him/her. 

P| By your glorious Resurrection and Ascension, and by the 
coming of your Holy Spirit, 

™ good Lord, deliver him/her. 

P) We sinners cry to you to hear us, Lord Christ; that it may 
please you to deliver your servant from the power of evil and 
from eternal death, 

“| we implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

P) That you mercifully pardon all his/her sins, 

“ we implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

P) That you grant him/her a place of refreshment and ie ae 
blessedness, 

“i we implore you to hear us, good Lord. 

‘P| That you give him/her joy and gladness in your kingdom with 
your saints in light, 

“J we implore you to hear us, good. Lord. 

P| Jesus, Lamb of God, : 

have mercy on him/her. 

'P) Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

“) have mercy on him/her. 

‘P| Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

“J grant him/her your peace. 

P) Lord, have mercy. 

“J Christ, have mercy. 
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COMMENDATION OF THE DYING 

P’ Lord, have mercy. 

P) Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

® Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

® Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

3. The prayer may be said. 

P) Lord Jesus Christ, deliver your servant, __name _= 
from all evil and set him/her free from every bond, that 
he/she may join all your saints in the eternal courts of 
heaven, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live 
and reign, one God, now and forever. (486) 

" Amen 

OR 

P) name, our brother/sister in the faith, we 
entrust you to God who created you. May you return to the 
one who formed us out of the dust of the earth. Surrounded 

105 
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by the angels and triumphant saints, may Christ come to meet 

you as you go forth from this life. 

Christ, the Lord of glory, who was crucified for you, bring 

you freedom and peace. 

Christ, the High Priest, who has forgiven all your sins, keep 
you among his people. 

Christ, the Son of God, who died for you, show you the glo- 
ries of his eternal kingdom. 

Christ, the Good Shepherd, enfold you with his tender care. 
May you see your redeemer face to face and enjoy the sight 
of God forever. 

Amen 

4. The minister lays his/her hand on the head of the dying: 

iP) Child of God, go forth in the name of God the Father 
almighty who created you; in the name of Jesus Christ, Son 
of the living God, who redeemed you; in the name of the 
Holy Spirit who was poured out upon you. May you rest in 
peace and dwell forever in the paradise of God. Amen 

When a life-support system is withdrawn 

5. The minister may say: 

‘P| God of compassion and love, you have breathed into us 
the breath of life and have given us the exercise of our 
minds and wills. In our frailty we surrender all life to you 
from whom it came, trusting in your gracious promises; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (487) 

6. The minister may say: 

'P) Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; 
your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people: 

A light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

iy Amen 
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COMMENDATION OF THE DYING 

7. At the time of death, the minister says: 

‘P| Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your 
servant, name . Acknowledge, we humbly beseech 
you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, 
a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him/her into the 
arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. —_ ss) 

(3) Amen 

&. Afier death, the following may be said: 

P Lord Jesus Christ, through water and the Spirit 
name has been brought into your family; receive 

him/her and present him/her to God Most High. 

©) Amen 

P| O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, 
until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the 
busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work 
is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, 
and a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — 260) 

i) Amen 

9. Prayers may be included for the family. Those present may be 
invited to offer prayers. 

10. The minister says: 

P) May ___name____ and all the departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

OR 

P) Almighty God, Father, ** Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 

i) Amen 

107 



COMFORTING THE BEREAVED 

1. This order may be used at the place of death, the home of the 
deceased, or a funeral establishment. 

2. When the family has gathered: 

L) Lord, have mercy. OR | IE) Holy God, 
Christ, have mercy. holy mighty One, 
Lord, have mercy. holy immortal One, 

have mercy on us. 

3. One of the following psalms is said. 

1] lift up my eyes to the hills;* 
from where is my help to come? 

2My help comes from the Lorp;* 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

3He will not let your foot be moved" 2 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4Behold, he who keeps watch over Fsrael* 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

>the Lorp himself watches ‘over you;* 
the Lorp is your shade at your right hand, 

°so that the sun shall not strike you by day," 
nor the moon by night. 

*The Lorp shall preserve you from all evil;* 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

*The Lorb shall watch over 
your going out and your coming in,” 

from this time forth forevermore. — @s. 12) eS 

OR 
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*Out of, the depths have I called to you, O Lorn; 
Lorp, hear my voice;* 

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
“If you, Lorb, were to note what is done amiss." 

O Lor», who could stand? 
*For there is forgiveness with you;* 

therefore you shall be feared. 
4] wait for the Lorp; my soul ‘waits for him;* 

in his word is my hope. 
° My soul waits for the Lorn, 
more than watchmen for the morning,* 

more than watchmen for the morning. 
8O Israel, wait for the Lorp,* 

for with the Lorp there is mercy; 
“with him there is plenteous redemption," 

and he shall redeem israel from all their sins. rs. 130) 

4. One or more of the following or another appropriate lesson may 
be read. 

A reading from Deuteronomy: The eternal God is your dwelling 
place, and underneath are the everlasting arms. — Deut. 33:27) 

A reading from St. John: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and 
no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” 

(John 10:27-29) 

A reading from Romans: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, 
we were baptized into his death. We were buried therefore with 
him by Baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 

For he who has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. For we know 

that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. (Rom. 6:3-9) 
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COMFORTING THE BEREAVED 

A reading from Romans: We know that in everything God works 
for good with those who love him, who are called according to 
his purpose. (Rom. 8:28) 

5. Reflection on the readings and on the life of the deceased may 
follow. Informal conversation with the family may be appropriate. 

6. One or more of the following prayers may be said. 

Let us pray. 

(L| Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort: 
Deal graciously, we pray, with those who mourn, that, casting 
all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of 
your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ 20) 

fi Amen 

OR 

IL) Eternal God, you gave _____name__ a new birth in 
Baptism and entrusted him/her to us for a time that seems too 
short. As we thank you for the life we shared, help us now to 
release him/her to your mighty keeping. Bring us all to that 
day when we shall stand in your presence with all your saints 
in light eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (488) 

i Amen 

OR * 

L) With reverence and affection we remember before you, O 
everlasting God, all our departed friends and relatives. Keep 
us in union with them here through faith and love toward 
you, that hereafter we may enter into your presence and be 
numbered with those who serve you and look upon your face 
in glory everlasting, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(235) 

i) Amen 

OR 
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L’ O most loving Father, you want us to give thanks for all 
things, to fear nothing except losing you, and to lay all our 
cares on you, knowing that you care for us. Grant that no 
clouds in this mortal life may hide from us the light of your 
immortal love shown to us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(489) i Amen 

OR 

L’ Merciful Creator, your Holy Spirit intercedes for us even 
when we do not know how to pray. Send your Spirit now to 
comfort us in these days of need and loss, and help us to 
commend name to your merciful care; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (490) 

“Amen 

OR 
At the death of a child 

LO God our Father, your beloved Son took children into his 
arms and blessed them. Give us grace, we pray, that we may 
entrust name to your never-failing care and love, 
and bring us all to your heavenly kingdom; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ a3) 

(j Amen 

7. The prayers conclude: 

‘L) Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

{3 Amen 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 
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OR 

M Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

& The blessing is said. 

L) The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

f3 Amen 
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BURIAL OF THE DEAD 

I. This order may be used as a memorial service by omitting those 
portions indicated by the red line in the left margin. 

2. The ceremonies or tributes of social or fraternal societies have 
no place within the service of the Church. 

At the Entrance to the Church 

3. The ministers meet the coffin, the pallbearers, and the bereaved 

at the entrance to the church. 

P Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
source of all mercy and the God of all consolation. He comforts 
us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sor- 

rows with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 

(3 Thanks be to God. 

4, A pall may be placed upon the coffin by the pallbearers or 

other assisting ministers, and the following may be said. 

'P) When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized 
into his death. We were buried therefore with him by Baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we shall cer- 

tainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
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BURIAL OF THE DEAD 

Procession 

Stand 

5. The procession forms and enters the church, the ministers pre- 
ceding the coffin. 

6. A psalm, hymn, or appropriate verse may be sung as the pro- 
cession goes to the front of the church. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

(P) The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

iP) Let us pray. 

7. One of the following prayers is said. 

(P|) O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today 
our brother/sister, name . We thank you for giving 
him/her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pil- 
grimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us 
who mourn. Give us your aid, so we may see in death the 
gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on earth 
in confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those 
who have gone before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (279) 

( Amen 

OR 

'P) Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort: 
Deal graciously, we pray, with those who mourn, that, casting 
all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of 
your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (280) 

(8 Amen 

OR 
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‘P) Almighty God, those who die in the Lord still live with 
you in joy and blessedness. We give you heartfelt thanks for 
the grace you have bestowed upon your servants who have 
finished their course in faith and now rest from their labors. 
May we, with all who have died in the true faith, have perfect 
fulfillment and joy in your eternal and everlasting glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. si 

OR 

PO God, your days are without end and your mercies 
cannot be counted. Make us aware of the shortness and 
uncertainty of human life, and let your Holy Spirit lead us in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of our life, so that, 
when we shall have served you in our generation, we may be 
gathered to our ancestors, having the testimony of a good 
conscience, in the communion of your Church, in the confi- 
dence of a certain faith, in the comfort of a holy hope, in 
favor with you, our God, and in peace with all humanity; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 2x2) 

{4} Amen 

OR 

At the burial of a child 

(P) O God our Father, your beloved Son took children into his 
arms and blessed them. Give us grace, we pray, that we may 
entrust _____»ame__ to your never-failing care and love, 
and bring us all to your heavenly kingdom; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. _ a3) 

Amen 

Sit 
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8. One or two lessons are read. A psalm, hymn, or anthem may be 

sung between the first and second readings. 

As a first reading, one of the following or another appropriate les- 

son may be announced and read. 

“Oh, that my words were recorded, 
that they were written on a scroll, 

that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, 
or engraved in rock forever! 

I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 

And after my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I will see God; 

I myself will see him, 
with my own eyes—I, and not another.” (lob 19:23-27a) 

On this mountain the Lorp of hosts will make for all peoples a 
feast of fat things, a feast of wine on the lees, of fat things full 
of marrow, of wine on the lees well refined. And he will destroy 
on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the 
veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death for- 
ever, and the Lord Gop will wipe away tears from all faces, and 
the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth; 
for the Lorp has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, that he might save us. This is the Lorp; we have waited 
for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” (Isa. 25:6-9) 

One of the following or another appropriate psalm, hymn, or an- 

them may be sung between the first and second readings. 

Antiphon: The Lorp of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. —_w. 4) 

‘God is our refuge and strength; 
a very present help in trouble. 

* Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved 
and though the mountains 
be toppled into the depths of the sea; 

3 though its waters rage and foam* 
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 

*The Lorn of hosts is with us* 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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° There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God." 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

® God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown:* 
God shall help her at the break of day. _ 

’The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken;* 
God has spoken, and the earth shall ‘melt away. ¢. 46:1-7) 

Antiphon: The Lorp of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. w. 

Antiphon: Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. —_w. 4) 

1] lift up my eyes to the hills:* 
from where is my help to come? 

* My help comes from the Lorp,* 
the maker of heave en and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved" a 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel* 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

>the Lorp himself watches over you;” 
the Lorp is your shade at your right hand, 

®so that the sun shall not strike you by day," 
nor the moon by night. ss» 

7The Lorp shall preserve you from all evil;* 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

’The Lorp shall watch over your going out and your coming in," 
from this time forth forevermore. (rs. 12) 

Antiphon: Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. —_w. 4) 

As a second reading, one of the following or another appropriate 
lesson may be announced and read. 

What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is against 
us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, will he not also give us all things with him? Who shall bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies; who is to 
condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from 
the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 
for us? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trib- 
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ulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all crea- 
tion, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. — Rom. 8:31-35, 37-39) 

Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrep- 
resenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ, 

whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of 
all men most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 

of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by 
a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each 

in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. For he must eign until he has put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

(1 Cor. 15:12-26) 

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared and ready, like a bride dressed to 
meet her husband. I heard a loud voice speaking from the 
throne: “Now God’s home is with mankind! He will live with 
them, and they shall be his people. God himself will be with 
them, and he will be their God. He will wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or crying 
or pain. The old things have disappeared.” 

Then the one who sits on the throne said, “And now I make all 
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things new!” He also said to me, “Write this, because these 
words are true and can be trusted.” And he said, “It is done! I 
am the first and the last, the beginning and the end. To anyone 
who is thirsty I will give the right to drink from the spring of the 
water of life without paying for it. Whoever wins the victory will 
receive this from me: I will be his God, and he will be my son.” 

(Rev. 21:2-7) 

9. The appropriate verse may be sung: 

( Alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be 
glory and power forever and ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

OR 

Lent 

If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with him; if 

we are faithful to the end, we shall reign with him 

Stand 

10. The Gospel is announced. One of the following or another ap- 
propriate Gospel is read. 

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. But I know that even now God will give 
you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resur- 
rection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you 

are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the 

world.” = ohn 11:21-27) 

“Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in 

me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And 
when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And 
you know the way where I am going.” Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know 

the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. ohn 14:1-6) 
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Sit 

11. The sermon follows the reading of the Gospel. 

Stand 

12. A hymn is sung. 

13. The creed may be said. 

(P} God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

@ I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

14. The prayers are said. Other appropriate prayers may be used 

instead. 

‘Al Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one 
communion, in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Give to your whole Church in heaven and on earth your 
light and your peace. 

(3 Hear us, Lord. 

* Or, He descended to the dead. 
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A’ Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and 
resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and that 
through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to 
our joyful resurrection. 

(3 Hear us, Lord. 

A Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as 
yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and 
righteousness all our days. 

( Hear us, Lord. 

A Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may 
be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind. 

( Hear us, Lord. 

A Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, 
that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may know the consola- 
tion of your love. 

(4 Hear us, Lord. 

‘A’ Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they 
may have strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a 
holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal 
life with those they love. 

(4 Hear us, Lord. 

Al Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot under- 

stand, to believe and trust in the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 

© Hear us, Lord. 

‘A) Grant us grace to entrust name to your never- 

failing love which sustained him/her in this life. Receive him/her 

into the arms of your mercy, and remember him/her according to 

the favor you bear for your people. 

Hear us, Lord. 
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15. The intercessions conclude with one of the following prayers. 

‘Al God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. We give you 
thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the power of 
death and by his resurrection has opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives 
we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things 
present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from 
your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

(284) 

OR 

‘Al God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You 
are the strength of those who labor; you are the rest of the 
blessed dead. We rejoice in the company of your saints. We 
remember all who have lived in faith, all who have peace- 
fully died, and especially those most dear to us who rest in 
you. . . . Give us in time our portion with those who have 
trusted in you and have striven to do your holy will. To your 
name, with the Church on earth and the Church in heaven, 

we ascribe all honor and glory, now and forever. —_s) 

(3 Amen 

16. When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues 
with the Peace (23). The Commendation then follows the post-com- 
munion canticle (“Lord, now you let your servant . . .”) (39) and 
prayer (40). 

17. When there is no Communion, the service continues with the 
Lord's Prayer. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 
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OR 

@ Onur Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us froin evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

Sit 

Commendation 

| 18. The ministers take their places at the coffin. 

P Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your ser- 
vant, _____name____. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, 

a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of 

your own redeeming. Receive him/her into the arms of your 
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light. —_—_ a6) 

(3 Amen 

P) Let us go forth in peace. 

In the name of Christ. Amen 

Stand 

19. The procession forms and leaves the church, the ministers 

preceding the coffin. 

20. As the procession leaves the church, a psalm, hymn, or an- 
them may be sung. The canticle, “Lord, now you let your 

servant... ,”° may be sung if it has not been sung in the Holy 
Communion (39). 
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Committal 

21. The ministers precede the coffin to the place of interment. 

During the procession, one or more of these verses may be sung 

or said. 

Al I called to the Lord in my distress; 
the Lord answered by setting me free. 

It is better to rely on the Lord than to put any trust in flesh. 
It is better to rely on the Lord than to put any trust in rulers. 

I was pressed so hard that I almost fell, 
but the Lord came to my help. 

There is a sound of exultation and victory 
in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! 
The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them, 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
“This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter.” 

(Ps. 118:5, 8-9, 13, 15-17, 19-20) 

‘Al For I know that my Redeemer fives, and at last he will stand 
upon the earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then 
from my flesh I shall see God. Gob 19:25-26) 

(A| None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If 
we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 

so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
(Rom. 14:7-8) 

A) “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord; “he who 

believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever 

lives and believes in me shall never die.” (John. 11:25~26a) 
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22. When all have arrived at the place of burial, the following 
prayer may be said. 

‘P| Almighty God, by the death and burial of Jesus, your 
anointed, you have destroyed death and sanctified the graves of 
all your saints. Keep our brother/sister, whose body we now lay 
to rest, in the company of all your saints and, at the last, raise 
him/her up to share with all your faithful people the endless joy 
and peace won through the glorious resurrection of Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (287) 

(J Amen 

23. One of the following lessons may be read. 

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of man to 

be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates 

his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves 
me, he must follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant 

be also; if anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.” 
(John 12:23-26) 

Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable na- 
ture must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must 
put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperish- 
able, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass 
the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O 
death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting?” The 
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. (1 Cor. 15:51-57) 

Our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like 
his giorious body, by the power which enables him even to sub- 
ject all things to himself. Phil. 3:20-21) 
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24. The coffin is lowered into the grave or placed in its resting 
place. Earth may be cast on the coffin as the minister says: 

P) In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to almighty God 
our brother/sister, ______name____, and we commit his/her 
body to the ground/the deep/the elements/its resting place; 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless 
him/her and keep him/her. The Lord make his face shine on 
him/her and be gracious to him/her. The Lord look upon 
him/her with favor and give him/her ik peace. 

© Amen 

OR 

P) Since almighty God has called our brother/sister, 
____name__, from this life to himself, we commit his/ 
her body to the earth from which it was made/the deep/the 
elements /its resting place. Christ was the first to rise from the 
dead, and we know that he will raise up our mortal bodies to 
be like his in glory. We commend our brother/sister to the 
Lord: May the Lord receive him/her into his peace and raise 
him/her up on the last day. 

@ Amen 

‘P| Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

{3 Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 
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( Onur Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

P Lord Jesus, by your death you took away the sting of death. 
Grant to us, your servants, so to follow in faith where you have 
led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you 
and wake in your likeness; to you, the author and giver of life, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. _2s8) 

Amen 

25. Then may be said: 

P| Rest eternal grant him/her, O Lord; 

A and let light perpetual shine upon him/her. 

26. The minister blesses the people. 

P) The God of peace—who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant—make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for- 
ever and ever. 

(3 Amen 

‘P) Let us go in peace. 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> This service is intended primarily for use in a church with the 

body of the deceased present. When used in other locations—cre- 
matory chapel, private house, funeral parlor—where processions 
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and other liturgical actions are not feasible, the service is to be 
modified accordingly. 

> For additional notes on Burial of the Dead, see Lutheran Book 
of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 37. 

PROPERS 

Psalms and Verses for the Processions 
Psalm 23 
Refrain/antiphon 
Psalm 90 
Refrain/antiphon vy. 
Psalm 118 
Refrain/antiphon wv. 
Psalm 130 
Refrain/antiphon 

John 11:25-26 
Romans 14:7-9 
Revelation 14:13 

(v. 4) 

13) 

19) 

(v. 5) 

“Even as we live each day,” hymn 350 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 42: 1-7 

Refrain/antiphon (v. 2) 

Psalm 46:1-7 

Refrain/antiphon (v. 4) 

Psalm 121 

Refrain/antiphon (v. 4) 
Psalm 143 
Refrain/antiphon vy. 

Job 19:23-27a 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

Romans 5: 1-11 

Romans 5:17-21 

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 

*Matthew 11:25-30 

Matthew 25:1-13 

Luke 12:35-40 

Isaiah 61: 1-3 

* 

1 Corinthians 15:12-26 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

*1 John 3:1-2 

John 5:24-29 

*John 6:37-40 

“Appropriate at the burial of a child. 
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RECEPTION OF LUTHERANS 
BY TRANSFER 

1. The reception of Lutherans in good standing by transfer from 
other congregations acknowledges the identity of the total Lutheran 
family. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Creed (20). 

Sit 

3. The minister addresses the congregation: 

(P] These persons have come to us from other Lutheran congrega- 
tions and desire to transfer their membership into our community 
of faith. 

4, Their names are read. The new members may come forward 

5. A representative of the congregation welcomes them. 

We welcome you as members of __name of congregation _ to join with 
us in worshiping God, hearing his Word and sharing his supper, 
proclaiming the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed, serving all people, and striving for justice and peace in all 
the earth. 
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Stand 

6. The prayers are said. 

‘A) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in 

need, the parish, special concerns. 

The congregation may be invited to offer petitions and thanks- 

givings. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

(A) Lord, in your mercy, OR | a) Let us pray to the Lord. 

@ hear our prayer. @ Lord, have mercy. 

(A) We thank you, Lord, for these new members of our congrega- 
tion. By your life-giving power, bind us to each other in you, 
strengthen us for service, support us all our days, and bring us at 
length to that day when all your children will be one and you 
will be All-in-All. —— ¢491y 

The prayers conclude: 

(P| Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

@ Amen 

7. The peace is shared. 

(P|) The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

@ And also with you. 

The minister, the new members, and the congregation may greet 
one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. (yj Peace be with you. 

8. All return to their places. 

Sit 

9. The service continues with the Offering (24). 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> When Lutherans are received by transfer at the same service in 
which persons are received from other denominations, the reception 
of Lutherans by transfer is placed at the conclusion of Affirmation 
of Baptism, Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 
324; immediately before the Peace (17), the minister addresses the 
congregation <3) and reads the names <4) of the Lutherans to be 
received by transfer; these persons may come forward, and a repre- 
sentative of the congregation welcomes them <5). The prayers (6) 
are not used, and the service continues with the Peace (17). 
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INSTALLATION OF 
ELECTED PARISH OFFICERS 

I. This order is appropriate for installing church council members 
and other elected officers of the congregation. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Sermon (18). * 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 

Sit 

4, The minister addresses the congregation: 

\P| The following persons, having been elected [by the congregation] 
to positions of leadership, are asked to come forward as their 
offices and names are read. 

5. The offices and names of those who are to be installed are read 
by a representative of the congregation. As their names are called, 
they come forward and stand before the minister. 
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6. The minister addresses those being installed: 

P) In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin 
and death and made you members of his Church. Through Word 
and Sacrament you have been nurtured in faith. I ask you, to- 
gether with all who are here gathered, to confess the faith of the 
Church, the faith in which we are baptized. 

Stand 

7. The Creed is said 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and bor of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

Sit 

8 The minister addresses those being installed: 

P| Sz. Paul writes: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but 
the same Spirit gives them. There are different ways of serving, 
but the same Lord is served. There are different abilities to per- 
form service, but the same God gives to everyone ability for 
particular service. The Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in 
each person, for the good of all. (1 Cor. 12:4-7) 

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this 

congregation. 

*Or, He descended to the dead. 
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9. The minister may read the specific duties of those being installed 
as outlined in the constitution of the congregation, or the following 

may be read. 

(P} You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of 

faith reflect him in whose name we gather. 

You are to work together with other members to see that the 
worship and work of Christ are done in this congregation, and 
that God’s will is done in this community and in the whole 
world. 

You are to be diligent in your specific area of serving, that the 
one Lord who empowers you is glorified. 

You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help maintain 
the life and harmony of this congregation. 

10. The minister addresses those being installed. 

(P) On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Are you ready to accept and faithfully to carry out the duties of 
the offices to which you have been elected? 

[ Yes, by the help of God. 

Stand 

11. Those being installed face the congregation. The minister ad- 
dresses the congregation: 

'P) People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your 
elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that 
Christ has given to all who are baptized? 

{3 Yes, by the help of God. 

12. Those being installed face the minister, who addresses them: 

P| I now declare you installed as officers/council members of this 
congregation. God bless you with his Holy Spirit, that you may 
prove faithful servants of Christ. 

i Amen 

13. The prayers are said. 

‘A’ Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 
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Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in 
need, the parish, special concerns. 

Prayers are included for the newly installed officers. 

The congregation may be invited to offer petitions and thanks- 
givings. 

The minister gives thanks for the faithful departed, especially for 
those who recently have died. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A) Lord, in your mercy, OR | {Al Let us pray to the Lord. 

@ hear our prayer. (@ Lord, have mercy. 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

14. The peace is shared. 

(P| The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

@ And also with you. 

The minister, the newly installed officers, and the congregation may 
greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. @& Peace be with you. 

15. All return to their places. 

Sit 

16. The service continues with the Offering (24). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 
1. p Installation of a Lay Professional Leader, page 136, is used to 

install staff persons whose ministries entail major occupational 

commitments. 
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INSTALLATION OF 
A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

1. This order is appropriate for installing those whose ministries 
entail major occupational commitments within the Church. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Sermon (18). The Creed may be said between 
the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 

4. A representative of the church council/board/agency comes for- 
ward and addresses the presiding minister: 

After prayerful deliberation, we of _____ certify 
that ______name_____ has been appointed to work as 

position , 

5. The person to be installed is presented to the presiding minister 
by the representative who has announced the appointment. 

Sit 

6. The minister addresses the candidate: 

(P| Our Lord, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith 
and a life of loving service to our neighbor. You stand among us 
as one called to render a particular service, a gift from God to 
inspire us to love and good works. 
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INSTALLATION OF A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

7. As a brief lesson, one or more of the following are read. 

A reading from Romans: Just as each of our bodies has several 
parts and each part has a separate function, so all of us, in union 
with Christ, form one body, and as parts of it we belong to each 
other. Our gifts differ according to the grace given us. If your gift 
is prophecy, then use it as your faith suggests; if administration, 
then use it for administration; if teaching, then use it for teach- 

ing. Let the preachers deliver sermons, the almsgivers give freely, 
the officials be diligent, and those who do works of mercy do 
them cheerfully. (Rom. 12:4-8) 

A reading from First Peter: Above all hold unfailing your love for 
one another, since love covers a multitude of sins. Practice hospi- 
tality ungrudgingly to one another. As each has received a gift, 
employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace: whoever speaks, as one who utters oracles of God; who- 
ever renders service, as one who renders it by the strength which 
God supplies; in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:8-11) 

A reading from St. Matthew: Jesus called the disciples to him and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great men exercise authority over them. It shall not be 
so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be 
your slave; even as the Son of man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” — (Matt. 20:25-28) 

8& The minister questions the candidate: 

P) Will you assume this ministry in the confidence that it comes 

from God? 

“4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) Will you carry out this ministry in accordance with the teach- 
ing and practice of the Lutheran Church? 

™ J will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and 
faithful in your use of the means of grace and in prayer? 

(4 J will, and I ask God to help me. 
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INSTALLATION OF A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

'P) Will you trust in God’s care, seek to grow in love for those 

you serve, strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the Gos- 
pel of God with a godly life? 

Twill, and I ask God to help me. 

P] Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 
them. 

(3 Amen 

9. The minister addresses the candidate: 

Po mame _, J install you as ____position in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

( Amen 

10. The newly installed may kneel, and the minister says the prayer 
appropriate to the ministry. 

'P) Let us pray. 

General 

'P) Gracious God, as you have called workers to varied tasks in 

the world and in your Church, so you have called this your 
servant to this ministry. Grant him/her joy and a spirit of bold 
trust, that his/her work may stir up each of us to a life of fruit- 
ful service; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. ¢4s2) 

OR 
Medical worker 

?! Merciful God, as your beloved Son brought health and 
strength to the sick and afflicted, so you have called this your 
servant to offer aid to the suffering. Make him/her wise in 
using his/her knowledge and skill, diligent in ministering to 
those in need, and compassionate in all his/her work. In the 
midst of suffering and death, make him/her a faithful witness 
to the hope of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(493 

OR 
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INSTALLATION OF A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

Director of Christian education, youth minister 

P Almighty and ever-living God, as you called apostles and 
evangelists, pastors and teachers to instruct, comfort, admonish, 

and care for us, so you have called this your servant. Fill him/ 
her with wisdom and patience, with love, and with faithfulness 

to your Word, that he/she may with gladness teach, comfort, 
counsel, and guide your people to maturity in Christ Jesus, 
your Son, our Lord. 494 

OR 
Christian day school teacher 

P| O God of wisdom, in your goodness you provide faithful 
teachers for your Church. By your Holy Spirit give all teachers 
insight into your Word, holy lives as examples to us all, and the 
courage to know and do the truth; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. cs) 

OR 
Church musician 

P| O God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to wor- 
ship: Be present with your servant who seeks through your gift 
of music to perfect our praises and to proclaim your Word with 
power. Through this ministry grant us new awareness of your 
beauty and grace, and make us all worthy at length to join the 
praises of the hosts of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (495) 

OR 
Administrative personnel 

P| O God, we remember with thanksgiving the orderliness of 
your continual creation and preservation of life. Bless and ac- 

cept the work of this your servant in helping the Church ful- 

fill its task. Remind us that we are accountable to you in all 

things great and small; through Jesus Christ our Lord. «4% 

@ Amen 

189 



INSTALLATION OF A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

11. The minister blesses the newly installed: 

(P) Almighty God, our heavenly Father, guide, bless, and keep 
you, that you may be faithful in the ministry to which you have 
been called. 

(8 Amen 

Stand 

12. The prayers are said. 

‘Al Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 

Prayers are included for the newly installed; all ministries in the 
Church; all Christians in their vocation; the calling body, its mis- 

sion, and the community it serves. 

The congregation may be invited to offer petitions and thanksgivings. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

‘Al Lord, in your mercy, OR | ‘Al Let us pray to the Lord. 

(3 Lord, have mercy. ( hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 

(P|) Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(3 Amen 

13. The peace is shared. * 

(P| The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

(3 And also with you. 

The ministers, the newly installed, and the congregation may 
greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. Peace be with you. 

14, All return to their places. 

Sit 

15. The service continues with the Offering (24). 
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INSTALLATION OF A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

COMMISSIONING OF 
A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

16. Where church body polity permits, this order may be used for 

commissioning those who are making a major occupational.com- 

mitment (e.g., full-time Christian day school teachers and musi- 
cians) and others who have achieved professional certification 
(e.g. parish secretaries and business administrators). 

In a commissioning service, the following address is said after the 
Hymn of the Day (19), prior to the presentation by a representative 

of the congregation <4). 

The minister addresses the congregation. 

P Having been authorized by the Church to commission 
—__ name _, our co-worker in. the Gospel, as _____position 

I ask for certification of this appointment. 

In a commissioning service, the following replaces the address to 

the candidate <9). 

P name , you have been certified for this ministry 
and have made your confession and promises before the assem- 
bly. I therefore commission you as _____pesition _ in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

G Amen 
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INSTALLATION OF A LAY PROFESSIONAL LEADER 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> It is not desirable to schedule this service during Holy Week be- 
cause of the solemn character of that time. 

» Those to be installed are not vested unless local custom suggests 
it. 

> When the installation is set within the chief service of the con- 
gregation, the propers are those appointed for the day. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

1. >The order for Installation of Elected Parish Officers, 

page 132, is used to install church council members and 
other elected officers within the congregation. 

5. » The presentation of the candidate and the announcement 
of certification may be modified to fit the particular situation. 

10. » The prayer appropriate to the ministry is said. Other ap- 
propriate prayers may be used instead. 
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RECOGNITION OF MINISTRIES 
IN THE CONGREGATION 

1. This order is appropriate for recognizing those who contribute 

their time and talents to the various ministries of the congregation. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Offering (24) and the Offertory (25). 

Sit 

3. The minister addresses the congregation: 

P' Dear Christian friends: Baptized into the priesthood of Christ, 
we all are called to offer ourselves to the Lord of the Church in 
thanksgiving for what he has done and continues to do for us. It 
is our privilege to recognize and support those who are engaged 
in the work of this congregation, especially those in the ministry 
Ce eg a ee 

4. As a representative of the congregation reads a brief description 
of the ministry to be recognized, the persons engaged in that minis- 
try stand. 
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RECOGNITION OF MINISTRIES IN THE CONGREGATION 

5, When this order is used to recognize those who are beginning a 

particular ministry, the following may be asked: 

P| Having offered yourselves in the ministry of 

this congregation, will you follow our Lord’s example of humble 

service? 

Yes, with God’s help. 

Stand 

6. The prayer appropriate to each ministry is said. Prayers for 
other ministries may also be said. 

P| Let us pray. 

The ministry of worship 

P| God of majesty, whom saints delight to worship in heaven 
and on earth: Bless the ministry of those serving as 

, that we may know the joy of your presence 
and may worship to the glory of your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (497) 

( Amen 

The ministry of education 

‘P| Almighty God, source of wisdom and knowledge: Help us to 
study your Word diligently and to grow in your love and in all 
that is good. Support all who teach and all who learn, that to- 
gether we may know and do your will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (498) 

( Amen 

The ministry of witness 

P' Lord God of our salvation, it is your will that all people 
might come to you through your Son, Jesus Christ. Inspire our 
witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness 
and the hope of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (499) 

(3 Amen 
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RECOGNITION OF MINISTRIES IN THE CONGREGATION 

The ministry of service 

P' O God of love, your Son washed the feet of his disciples as a 
sign of servanthood. Uphold those who follow his example of 
humble service, and strengthen them in their faith. Help us all to 
do faithfully those deeds of love and mercy expected of your ser- 
vants; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (500) 

© Amen 

The ministry of stewardship 

'P Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth: We thank you for 
the many gifts we receive from your bountiful hand. Strengthen 
and encourage your servants who call us to be stewards of your 
gifts. Move us to respond in gratitude to your gracious goodness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. <501) 

(3 Amen 

The prayers conclude: 

P| For all who offer themselves in your name, we give thanks, O 
God. Give them the joy of service, and constant care and guid- 
ance. Help us all to be both willing servants and thankful 
recipients of ministry, that your name be glorified, your people 
live in peace, and your will be done; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (502) 

Amen 

7. The service continues with the offertory prayer (26). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> This service brings to the attention of the congregation the minis- 

try which is part of the life of all the baptized, and specifically — 

recognizes those who are or will be offering themselves in a partic- 

ular ministry of the congregation. The entire order may be used on 

a day when the congregation chooses to celebrate and recognize all 
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RECOGNITION OF MINISTRIES IN THE CONGREGATION 

of those involved in ministries. Or, the appropriate part of the order 
may be used to recognize a particular ministry on a special day 
(such as when teaching and learning are central, when an evange- 
lism emphasis is planned, when committees are chosen and begin 
functioning). 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

1.> A recognition of worship ministry may include acolytes, ushers, 
altar guild members, lay assisting ministers, lectors, lay ministers 

of communion, volunteer church musicians and choir members, 

and worship committee members. 

ay. recognition of education ministry may include church school 
teachers, superintendents, catechists, education committee mem- 

bers, and youth advisors. 

PA recognition of witness ministry may include evangelism visi- 
tors and evangelism committee members. 

ey recognition of service ministry may include social ministry 
committee members and hospital visitors. 

lag recognition of stewardship ministry may include stewardship 
callers/visitors and stewardship committee members. 
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AFFIRMATION OF THE VOCATION 
OF CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD 

1. This order is appropriate for affirming the vocation of Christians 
in the world, as they serve through family, occupation, voluntary 
organizations, the community and nation. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Offering (24) and the Offertory (25). 

Sit 

3. The minister addresses the congregation: 

‘P| Dear Christian friends: Baptized into the priesthood of Christ, 
we all are called by the Holy Spirit to offer ourselves to the God 
of all creation in thanksgiving for what he has done and contin- 
ues to do for us. It is our privilege to affirm those who are 
endeavoring to carry out their vocation as Christians in the 
world. 

4. A representative of the congregation says: 

Through Holy Baptism our heavenly Father set us free from sin 
and made us members of the priesthood we all share in Christ 
Jesus. Through Word and Sacrament we have been nurtured in 
faith, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his crea- 
tive and redeeming Word to all the world. 

5. As a representative of the congregation reads a brief description 
of the area of service to be affirmed, the persons engaged in that 
service stand. 
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AFFIRMATION OF THE VOCATION OF CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD 

6. The following may be asked. 

(P| Having determined to live out your baptismal covenant as 
_____, will you endeavor to pattern your life and 
service after our Lord Jesus? 

i Yes, with God’s help. 

Stand 

7. A prayer appropriate to the area of service may be said 

(P) Let us pray. ... 

The prayers conclude: 

(P|) Almighty God, look with favor upon these persons in their 
commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give them courage, 
patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian 
vocation of witness to the world and of service to others; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (503) 

OR 

(P| Almighty God, you have blessed each of us with unique 
gifts, and you have called us into specific occupations, rela- 
tionships, and activities using those gifts. Enable us to use our 
talents to witness to our faith in you and to communicate 
your love to the people we meet each day. Empower us to be 
ministers of your reconciliation, love, hope, and justice. Keep 
us steadfast in our commitment to serve actively in your 
name; through Jesus Christ our Losd. (504) 

(3 Amen 

8. The service continues with the offertory prayer (26), after which 
all return to their places. 
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AFFIRMATION OF THE VOCATION OF CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> The following days are especially appropriate for affirming the 
vocation of Christians in the world: Family: Joseph, guardian of 
our Lord (March 19); Monica, mother of Augustine (May 4), 
Mary, Mother of Our Lord (August 15). Occupation: Toyohiko 
Kagawa, renewer of society (April 23); Nicolaus Copernicus and 
Leonhard Euler, teachers (May 24); Florence Nightingale and 

Clara Maass, renewers of society (August 13). Voluntary organiza- 
tions: Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society (April 23); Elizabeth 
of Thuringia, Princess of Hungary (November 17). Community 
and nation: Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society (April 23); Dag 
Hammarskjéld, peacemaker (September 18). 
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ANNIVERSARY OF AN ORDINATION 

I. It is appropriate to celebrate significant anniversaries of ordina- 
tion to the ministry of Word and Sacrament. 

2. The appropriate way for a pastor to be honored is for him/her 
to preside at the Holy Communion. 

3. A colleague who has been especially important to the pastor's 
life and work may be invited to preach the sermon. 

4, Petitions for the pastor, his/her family, and his/her work are 
appropriately included in the Prayers (22). 

5. This prayer may be said as the post-communion prayer (40): 

(A) We give you thanks, almighty and gracious God, that you 
have fed us with heavenly food, the body and blood of your Son, 
uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Spirit. We 
thank you for raising up among us faithful servants for the min- 
istry of Word and Sacrament, especially for _____mame _, 
and we pray that he/she may continue to exemplify in word and 
deed the Gospel of your Son. Grant that we, with______name____, 
may serve you now in the Church on earth and rejoice before 
you forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (505) 

(@ Amen 
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FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 

1. Farewell and Godspeed is a public affirmation of the corporate 
nature of the baptismal faith, for use when members leave a con- 
gregation. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following either the Prayers (22) or the post-communion 
prayer (40). 

Sit 

3. A representative of the congregation comes forward with those 
who are leaving the congregation and addresses the assembly: 

= are leaving our congregation, and we wish to 
bid them farewell. 

4. The pastor or a representative of the congregation may make 
brief comments about those who are leaving, recalling the impor- 

tant events which have been shared with the congregation. 

5. The minister says: 

P In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and 
made you members of his Church. When you came to/were bap- 
tized in this congregation we rejoiced to receive you into our 
fellowship in the Gospel. In this community of faith you have 
heard the proclamation of God’s Word, which reveals his loving 
purpose for you and for all creation. You have been nourished at 
Christ’s holy table and called to be witnesses to the Gospel. God 
has blessed you in this fellowship, and he has blessed us through 
you. 

‘A’ We encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s 
gifts in __name of new congregation _ as workers with us in the king- 
dom of God. 
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FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 

6. The prayer is said. 

‘Al Let us pray. 

Eternal God, we thank you for ___ams___ and _ for our 
life together in this congregation and community. As they have 
been a blessing to us, so now send them forth to be a blessing to 
others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (506) 

( Amen 

Stand 

7. The service continues with the Peace (23) or the Benediction (42). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

5. » When appropriate, the following or a similar statement may be 
made by a representative of the congregation: 

Pastor _____name_ ss, ON'__dateofcall___, we called 

you to be our pastor: to proclaim God’s Word, to baptize new 
members into the Church of Jesus Christ, to announce God’s 

forgiveness to us, and to preside at our celebrations of the 
Lord’s Supper. With the Gospel you have comforted us in 
times of sickness and trouble, and at the death of our loved 

ones. Sharing our joys and sorrows, you [and your family] 
have been important to our life together in the Church of 
Jesus Christ and in our service to this community. 
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THANKSGIVING 
AT THE RETIREMENT OF A DEBT 

I. This order of thanksgiving may be used to mark those times 
when a congregation has fuifilled a financial obligation, paid off a 
mortgage, or retired a debt. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Creed (20). 

Sit 

3. A representative of the congregation brings forward a copy of 
the debt-agreement and addresses the congregation: 

We have the joy of completing a major venture of this congrega- 
tion: name of the specific obligation completed _, 

4. The prayer is said. 

(P) Let us pray. 

Eternal God, giver of all good gifts: You have brought us to this 
milestone in the life of our congregation. With gratitude to you 
we remember the planning, the years of working together, the 
gifts, and the sense of common purpose that we have shared in 
this task. Be present with us now as we rejoice in its completion; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (507) 

@ Amen 

5. A copy of the completed debt-agreement may be presented to the 
president of the congregation by a representative. 

Stand 

6. A hymn of thanksgiving may be sung. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE RETIREMENT OF A DEBT 

7. The minister says: 

(P} On this occasion we mark not only a fulfillment and an end- 
ing, but also a beginning. Let us pray that the Lord will guide us 
in his mission. 

The following or another appropriate prayer may be said. 

(P| Almighty God, giver of all things, with gladness we give 
thanks for all your goodness. We bless you for the love which 
has created and which sustains us from day to day. We praise 
you for the gift of your Son our Savior, through whom you have 
made known your will and grace. We thank you for the Holy 
Spirit, the comforter; for your holy Church; for the means of 
grace; for the lives of all faithful and good people; and for the 
hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all 
that our Lord has done for us, and enable us to show our thank- 

fulness by lives that are wholly given to your service; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (508) 

Amen 

8. All return to their places. 

9. The service continues with the Prayers (22). 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE DISPOSITION 
OF A CHURCH BUILDING 

I. This order of thanksgiving is used when a congregation vacates 
a church building in order to move to another building. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the post-communion prayer (40). 

Stand 

3. A hymn may be sung. 

4. The minister addresses the congregation: 

P) Brothers and sisters in Christ: Let us give thanks for this 
church building, which was dedicated for the ministry of God’s 
Word and holy Sacraments, but which we will no longer use for 
that purpose. 

5. The minister may say: 

P| Moses said to the Lord: “If your presence does not go with 
us, do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that 
you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go 
with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all 
the other people on the face of the earth?” 

The Lord replied: “My presence will go with you, and I will give 
you rest.” (Exod. 33:15, 14) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE DISPOSITION OF A CHURCH BUILDING 

6. The salutation and prayer are said. 

(P| The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

(P) Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You fill 
the entire world with your presence; your name is to be hal- 
lowed through all the earth. 

Receive our praise and thanksgiving for the blessings, help, and 
comfort which you bestowed upon your people in this house. 
Continue your mercies to your Church, that we may be conscious 
of your unchanging love as we take leave of this place of wor- 
ship; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (509) 

(@ Amen 

Other prayers may be said. 

The prayers conclude: 

(P| O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single 
will. Make us love what you command and desire what you 
promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may 
be fixed where true joy is found; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 69) * 

(@ Amen 

7. The benediction is said. 

(P| The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and > give you peace. 

OR 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE DISPOSITION OF A CHURCH BUILDING 

‘P) Almighty God, Father, ~k Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

( Amen 

‘A’ Let us go forth in peace, 

@ in the name of the Lord. 

8. Designated persons receive the worship furnishings and sacra- 

mental vessels—processional cross, torches, candles, vessels, 

paraments, Bible, service book, linens—and prepare to join the pro- 

cession from the building. 

9. The ministers lead the procession, followed by those who carry 
the furnishings and vessels. 

10. An appropriate hymn is sung as the congregation moves in pro- 
cession from the building. 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. > When this thanksgiving concludes another service, it replaces 
the benediction. 

9. >The cornerstone or its contents may be removed. 

10. > One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be 
sung. 
“Now thank we all our God,” hymn 533 or 534 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!” hymn 543 
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GROUNDBREAKING 

1. Groundbreaking, laying of a cornerstone, and dedication of the 
completed edifice together constitute “the dedication of a church 
building. 

2. Groundbreaking may follow the Sunday service or may be 
scheduled at another time. 

3. The people may gather at the current place of worship and move 
in procession to the new site. The procession is begun as the minis- 
ler Says: 

'P) Let us go forth in peace, 

© in the name of the Lord. 

4. A hymn is sung as the congregation moves in procession, or at 
the site of the groundbreaking when there is no procession. 
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GROUNDBREAKING 

5. The minister addresses the congregation at the site: 

p) Brothers and sisters in Christ: We have come together to seek 
God’s blessing as we set apart this ground for the building of a 
church. 

6. One or more lessons from the Bible are read. A brief address 
may follow. 

7. The prayer is said. 

P| The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

(Pp) Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You fill 

the entire world with your presence; your name is to be hal- 
lowed through all the earth. 

Bless all those who have worked or contributed to provide this 
site which today we set apart for the building of a church. 

The minister may trace the sign of the cross in the earth at the 
approximate site of the altar. 

May this be a place where your glory dwells and where your way 
is revealed in Word and Sacrament. May your gracious blessing 
descend like the dew from heaven upon this place and upon all 
who shall gather here to worship you. 

You have given us joy in a work begun in your name; may we 
soon celebrate your presence in the house of your Church, and, 

in the time to come, praise you forever in our eternal home; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 510) 

Amen 

8. One or more psalms may be sung or said 

9. The ministers, other officials, and members of the congregation 
may each turn three spadefuls of earth as the minister says: 

p) With faith in Jesus Christ this work is begun and this ground 
is broken in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen 

159 



DEDICATION OF A CHURCH BUILDING 

10. After the ground is broken, the prayers are said 

Our Father in heaven. 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

(@ Onur Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

(P} O Lord our God, in you every good work has its beginning. 
Grant that what we have undertaken this day to the glory of 
your name may be successfully completed to the good of all your 
people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. «11 

Amen : 

11. The service concludes: 

[Al Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GROUNDBREAKING 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> It is not desirable to schedule groundbreaking during Holy Week 
because of the solemn character of that time. 

PREPARATION FOR THE SERVICE 

» The outline of the new building may be indicated with stakes, white 
lime, or cord. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 
4. » One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be sung. 

“Built on a rock the Church shall stand,” hymn 365 
“Christ is made the sure foundation,” hymn 367 

“Glories of your name are spoken,” hymn 358 
“How blessed is this place, O Lord,” hymn 186 
“T love your kingdom, Lord,” hymn 368 
“Lift evry voice and sing,” hymn 562 
“Open now thy gates of beauty,” hymn 250 
“The Church’s one foundation,” hymn 369 
“With the Lord begin your task,” hymn 444 

6. » One or more of the following or another appropriate lesson may 
be read. 
Exodus 3:1-6 
Luke 6:47-49 
1 Corinthians 3:10-14 
Ephesians 2:19-22 
Hebrews 11:8-10 

7. » Cords may be stretched diagonally across the space, forming the 
Greek letter X (chi), the symbol both of the cross and of the name 
of Christ. 

8. » One of the following or another appropriate psalm may be used. 

Psalm 24 
Psalm 42 
Psalm 87 
Psalm 100 
Psalm 118 
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LAYING OF A CORNERSTONE 

1. Groundbreaking, laying of a cornerstone, and dedication of the 
completed édifice together constitute the dedication of a church 
building. 

2. Laying of a Cornerstone may follow the Sunday service or may 
be scheduled at another time. 

3. The people may gather at the current place of worship and move 
in procession to the new site. The procession is begun as the minis- 
ter Says: 

(p) Let us go forth in peace, 

@ in the name of the Lord. 

4. A hymn is sung as the congregation moves in procession, or at 
the site of the cornerstone when there is no procession. 

5. At the site of the cornerstone, the minister addresses the congre- 
gation: * 

(p| Sisters and brothers in Christ: We have come together today 
to seek God’s blessing as we lay this cornerstone. 

6. A psalm is sung or said. 

7, One or more lessons are read. A brief address may follow. 

8 The minister says: 

(P| Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

(q who made heaven and earth. 

(P| Blessed be the name of the Lord, 

@ from this time forth and forevermore. 
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‘P} The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the comerstone. 

9. The minister may read the list of items to be included in the 
cornerstone. 

10. The Nicene Creed is said as the cornerstone is being sealed. 

(3 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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11. The prayer is said. 

(P| The Lord be with you. 

(@ And also with you. 

(P) Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You 
have stretched out the heavens like a curtain; you have gathered 
the seas; and you have established the dry land, the mountains 
and the plains. We praise your holy name, for you have built us, 
your living stones, into a spiritual house of which Jesus Christ is 
the chief cornerstone. Be with us now and bless us as we lay this 
cornerstone to your glory and honor. By your Spirit and grace 
enable us to serve as your holy priesthood. Accept our praise and 
thanksgiving through your Son, Jesus Christ our High Priest. All 
honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, now and forever. (512) 

( Amen 

12. The stone is set in place as the minister says: 

P) In thanksgiving to God we lay this stone, on which a house 
for the Church will rise, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(@ Amen 

13. The service concludes: 

(P) Praise the Lord. The foundation, of the house has been laid. 

(9 Thanks be to God. 
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LAYING OF A CORNERSTONE 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> It is not desirable to schedule the laying of a cornerstone during 
Holy Week because of the solemn character of that time. 

PREPARATION FOR THE SERVICE 

» Appropriate items for inclusion in the cornerstone may be: a copy of 
the congregation’s charter, a list of charter members, a Bible, a copy of 
The Book of Concord, a copy of the book of worship, a current mem- 
bership list, a copy of the church newsletter /paper, a list of congrega- 

tional officers and building committee members. Each item may be 
mentioned to the congregation as it is placed in the stone. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

4. » One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be sung. 
“Built on a rock the Church shall stand,” hymn 365 
“Christ is made the sure foundation,” hymn 367 

“Glories of your name are spoken,” hymn 358 
“Great God, a blessing from your throne,” hymn 185 
“How blessed is this place, O Lord,” hymn 186 
“T love your kingdom, Lord,” hymn 368 
“Lift ev'ry voice and sing,” hymn 562 
“Open now thy gates of beauty,” hymn 250 
“The Church’s one foundation,” hymn 369 

6. » One of the following or another appropriate psalm may be used. 
Psalm 24 

Psalm 42 

Psalm 87 

Psalm 100 

Psalm 118 

7. » One or more of the following or another appropriate lesson may 
be read. 
Exodus 3:1-6 

Joshua 4: 1-7 

Luke 6:47-49 

1 Corinthians 3:10-14 

Ephesians 2:19-22 
Hebrews 11:8-10 

165 



nn 

DEDICATION 

1. Groundbreaking, laying of a cornerstone, and dedication of the 
completed edifice together constitute the dedication of a church 
building. 

2. This order is used preceding the liturgy for Holy Communion. 

3. The people may move in procession to the new church building. 
The procession is begun as the minister says: 

P| Let us go forth in peace, 

@ in the name of the Lord. 

4, A hymn is sung as the congregation moves in procession, or 
when the ministers and people have, assembled before the closed 
door of the church. 

5. When all have assembled outside the door of the church: 

‘P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

( And also with you. 

‘Al Brothers and sisters: We have come together to dedicate this 
church for the worship of almighty God and for the building up 
of the body of Christ. From this day forward let it be a place for 
the gathering of the people of God, a place for proclaiming the 
Gospel through Word and Sacrament, a place for bringing life 
and hope to us and to this community. 
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p) Let us pray. 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious 
favor and further us with your continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your 
holy name and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_@2o) 

@ Amen 

6. The minister receives the keys to the building from the builder; 
the minister hands the keys to a representative of the congregation 
who unlocks and opens the door. The minister says: 

p) Peace be to this house, 

@ and to all who enter here. 

7. The psalm is sung or said as the ministers and people enter the 

church building. 

1T was glad when they said to me, * 
“Let us go to the house of the Lorp.” 

? Now our feet are standing * 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built ds a city * 
that is at unity with itself; 

*to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lorn, * 
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lorn. 

>For there are the thrones of judgment, « 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
“May they prosper who love you. 

7Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers. 

8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 
I pray for Your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the Lorp our God, « 
I will seek to do you good.” — ps. 122) 

8 The minister goes to the font: 

p) All your works praise you, O Lord, 

and your faithful servants bless you. 
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The minister lays his/her hand on the font: 

(P) Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. In the 

beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created 
heaven and earth. You have made water for us a sign of rebirth, 
and by it we share in the death and resurrection of your Son, 
Jesus Christ. In joyful obedience to his command, we make disci- 
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that new life may be given to all 
those who are baptized in this font which today we set apart. 

To you, O God, be given praise and honor and worship through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. (513) 

fj Amen 

9. The minister goes to the pulpit and lays his/her hand on it: 

(P| Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You 

have revealed your love for your creation in your Word, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Inspired by him, we seek to hold fast to the 
truth and to know your purposes. Purify the lips of those who 
speak here, and grant us grace to hear your love in all that is 
proclaimed from this pulpit which today we set apart; through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever. (514) 

fj Amen . 

10. The minister goes to the altar and lays his/her hand on it or 
traces the five crosses customarily inscribed on the altar: 

(P|) Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You 

nourish your people with the heavenly bread in Jesus Christ. 
Bless and sanctify all who receive his body and blood at this 
altar which today we set apart. Give them grace to live in faith 
and love throughout their lives, until at last we all behold you 
face to face at the heavenly altar where your saints and angels 
praise you forever; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 15) 

f@ Amen 
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Ll. The minister returns to stand in the midst of the people: 

P| Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. The 
heavens and the earth cannot contain you, yet you are willing to 
make your home in human hearts. We are the temple of your 
presence, and this building is the house of your Church. Accept 
us and this place to which we come to share with others the cov- 
enant you make through Holy Baptism, to praise your name, to 
receive your forgiveness, to hear your Word, and to be nourished 
by the body and blood of your Son. Be present always to guide 
and illumine your people. And now, O God, visit us with your 
mercy and blessing as we dedicate this house to your glory and 
honor and to the service of all people in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 16 

@ Amen 

12. A hymn is sung as the ministers go to their places. 

13. The service continues with the Prayer of the Day (8). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> It is not desirable to schedule dedication during Holy Week be- 
cause of the solemn character of that time. 

> The order for the dedication of a church building may be modi- 
fied to serve as a blessing of a remodeled or reclaimed church 
building. The extent of the remodeling will indicate which sections 
of the order will be used. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

3. > The congregation gathers outside the new building, or, having 
gathered at another site, it may move in procession to the new 
building. 

7. » The ministers and people enter the church building. They may 
be preceded by processional cross, torches, banners. The pastor 
carries the altar service book; the procession should also include 
representatives of the people carrying the Bible and sacramental 
vessels. 

» As the procession enters the worship space, the Bible, sacramen- 
tal vessels, and other worship appointments are set in their proper 
places, 
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8. The pastor(s) of the congregation, and a crucifer and torchbear- 
ers if desired, accompany the presiding minister to the font. The 
same persons will go to the pulpit (9), the altar (10), and to a 
place in the midst of the congregation ¢11). 

ALTERNATE ORDER FOR 
DEDICATION OF A CHURCH BUILDING 

The order for the dedication of a church building may be integrated 
into the liturgy for Holy Communion as follows. 

The numbers in parentheses () correspond to the numbered rubrics in 
the Holy Communion. The numbers in angle brackets <) correspond to 
the numbered rubrics in Dedication (of a church building). 

<3) Procession 

<4) Hymn 

<5) Greeting 

<6) Opening of the doors 

<7) Psalm 122 

<8) Dedication of the font 

Hymn of Praise (7) 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day (8) 
<9) Dedication of the pulpit 

First Lesson, Psalm, Second Lesson (9-13) 

Verse (14) 

Holy Gospel (15-16) 

Sermon (18) 

Hymn of the Day (19) 

Creed (20) 

The Prayers and the Peace (22-23) ~ 
<10) Dedication of the altar 

Offering and Offertory (24-27) 

The Great Thanksgiving (28-33) 
Lord’s Prayer 

The Communion (34-38) 

Post-Communion Canticle and Prayer (39-40) 

«11) Concluding dedication prayer 
Benediction (42) 

PROPERS 

> When the dedication of a church building is set within the chief ser- 
vice of the congregation on a Sunday for which the color is green, the 
propers for the dedication of a church building are used. 

170 

ee 



DEDICATION OF A CHURCH BUILDING 

» When the dedication of a church building is set within the chief ser- 
vice of the congregation on another Sunday or festival, the propers for 
that Sunday or festival are used. The Prayer of the Day for the dedica- 
tion of a church building is said following the Prayer of the Day 
appointed for the Sunday or festival. 

> When the dedication of a church building is scheduled as a part of a 
special service (apart from the chief service of the congregation), the 
propers listed below are always used. 

Prayer of the Day 

Most High God, whom the heavens cannot contain: We give you 
thanks for the gifts of those who have built this house of prayer 
to your glory; we praise you for the fellowship of those who by 
their use will make it holy; and we pray that all who seek you 
here may find you and be filled with your joy and peace; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. aay 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 84 

The Lord God is both sun and shield (v. 10) 

1 Kings 8:22-30 

1 Peter 2:1-9 

John 10:22-30 

Hymn of the Day 
“Built on a rock the Church shall stand,” hymn 365 
“Christ is made the sure foundation,” hymn 367 
“Glories of your name are spoken,” hymn 358 
“How blessed is this place, O Lord,” hymn 186 
“T love your kingdom, Lord,” hymn 368 
“Lift ev'ry voice and sing,” hymn 562 
“Only-begotten, Word of God eternal,” hymn 375 
“Open now thy gates of beauty,” hymn 250 
“The Church of Christ, in evry age,” hymn 433 
“The Church’s one foundation,” hymn 369 

Verse 
Alleluia. I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may be 
there forever. Alleluia. (2 Chron. 7:16) 

Or, during Lent the Verse may be “Return to the Lord.” 

Offertory 
I was glad when they said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
Peace be within your walls, 

and security within your towers! 
For my brethren and my companions’ sake 

I will say, “Peace be within you!” 
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 

I will seek your good. —_ (Ps. 122:1, 7-9) 
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Preface 
It is indeed right and salutary 
that we should at all times and in all places 
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our great high priest, 
in whom we are built up as living stones of a holy temple, 
that we might offer before you 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
And so, with the Church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, 

Wwe praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Color: red 
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DEDICATION OF AN ORGAN 
OR OTHER MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 

1. This dedication appropriately precedes the liturgy for Holy Com- 
munion. 

Sit 

2. The minister addresses the congregation: 

P) Brothers and sisters in Christ: Today we seek God’s blessing 
as we gather with thankfulness to set apart this __name of instrument 
to his glory. God has given us the gift of music, and to him we 
sound our praise. 

3. A brief statement regarding the instrument, its builder, and its 
significance for the congregation may follow. 

4. A psalm is sung or said. 

5. A lesson is read. 

Stand 

6. The prayer is said. 

P| Sing with joy to God our strength; 

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

(P|) Raise a song and sound the timbrel, 

@ the merry harp, and the lyre. 
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(P| Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You 
have made the whole earth after your glory; all your creatures 
praise you. We lift our voices to join the sounds and song of 
heaven and earth, of things seen and unseen, in praise of your 

glory. 
You alone do great wonders, and by your wisdom you made the 
heavens and the earth. All living things give you praise. You 
have breathed your breath of mercy into your children, to hear 
from them a joyful shout with their own song. In the fullness of 
time, O God, you sang your new song, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is exalted by poets, musicians, and all your saints. Your 
Spirit is the breath of our music and song. 

Be with us now and bless us as we dedicate this ___name of instrument 
to your praise and glory. Enrich the lives of your people through 
it, and grant us faith to hear your gracious purpose in it. By your 
Holy Spirit, let this __name of instrument__ enliven the proclamation 
of your Word to the building up of your Church, to the glory of 
your name, and to the good of all your people; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, through all ages of ages. ¢517) 

(@ Amen 

7, When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues with 

the Entrance Hymn (4). 

8 When there is no Communion, a hymn is sung, and the service 

concludes as follows: 

(P) Let us pray. 

O Lord, before whose throne trumpets sound, and saints and 
angels sing the songs of Moses and the Lamb: Accept this 
tame of instrument __ for the worship of your Church, that with the 
voice of music we may proclaim your praise and tell it abroad; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. sis) 

(3 Amen 

(P} Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

'P) The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

© Amen 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> It is not desirable to schedule this dedication during Holy Week 
because of the solemn character of that time. 

» The instrument is not used in this service until the dedication is 
completed. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

1 

4. 

.» This dedication may precede any of the daily prayer services, a 
recital, or a concert. 

One of the following or another appropriate psalm may be used. 
Psalm 47 
Psalm 96 
Psalm 98 
Psalm 117 
Psalm 150 
They sing to the tambourine and lyre, and rejoice to the sound of the 
pipes. (Job 21:12) 

.» One of the following or another appropriate lesson may be read. 
2 Chronicles 29:25-30 

Ephesians 5:18b-20 (Be filled. . .) 
Revelation 5:(6-10) 11-14 

7/8.» The full musical resources of the congregation should be 
utilized for the hymn. It is appropriately preceded by an 
instrumental prelude. 

> One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be 
sung. 
“All creatures of our God and King,” hymn 527 
“Earth and all stars!” hymn 558 
“From all that dwell below the skies,” hymn 550 
“In thee is gladness,” hymn 552 
“Tet all things now living,” hymn 557 
“Let us with a gladsome mind,” hymn 521 
“My soul, now praise your maker!” hymn 519 
“Now thank we all our God,” hymn 533 or 534 
“Oh, praise the Lord, my soul!” hymn 538 
“Oh, that I had a thousand voices,” hymn 560 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!” hymn 543 
“Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!” hymn 553 
“When in our music God is glorified,” hymn 555 
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DEDICATION OF 
WORSHIP FURNISHINGS 

I. The dedication of worship furnishings is set within the liturgy 
for Holy Communion. This prayer, with the appropriate petition, is 
said following the presentation of the gifts (25) and prior to the 
offertory prayer (26). 

2. The worship furnishing may be brought forward with the gifts, 
or, where that is not possible, the minister may say the prayer from 
the location of the furnishing being dedicated. 

3. Prayers for the dedication of a baptismal font and an altar are 
included in the order for Dedication (of a church building), page 
168. 

4. When circumstances suggest a longer form of dedication, the 
appropriate petition below may replace the alternatives <8) in the 
General Order of Blessing, page 184. 

Stand 

5. The prayer is said. 

‘P| Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You 
have enriched our lives with every good and perfect gift; you 
have commanded us to show your splendor to our children and 
to praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy. 

(Cross/crucifix) Accept this cross/crucifix which we offer in 
thanksgiving; may this sign of your Son’s triumph draw us to 
him who leads us with his banner of salvation. 

(Candles/candlesticks/lamps) Accept these candles/candlesticks/ 
lamps which we offer in thanksgiving; may they be to us a sign 
of Christ, the Light of the world, the light no darkness can over- 
come. 
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(Paten/chalice) Accept this paten/chalice which we offer in 
thanksgiving; may all who receive the heavenly food and drink be 
sustained by your grace and power. 

(Paraments) Accept these paraments which we offer in thanksgiv- 
ing; may they adorn this house, show us the beauty of holiness, 
and so proclaim the glory of your majesty. 

(Funeral Pall) Accept this pall which we offer in thanksgiving; 
may it be a reminder that in Baptism we have been clothed in 
the righteousness of Christ, that we may know that those who 
have departed this earthly life are received into the arms of your 
mercy. 

(Window) Accept this window which we offer in thanksgiving; as 
the light which shines through it is transformed into still greater 
splendor, so may our lives show the beauty of your manifold 
gifts of grace. 

(Oil) Accept this oil which we offer in thanksgiving; may those 
who look to you for health and salvation be filled with the 
power of your Holy Spirit and become radiant with the goodness 
of life which has its source in you. 

(General) Accept this ____ which we offer in thanks- 

giving; may it serve to increase our vision of your glory, to 
remind us of your goodness, and to support our calling to wor- 
ship you in spirit and truth. 

(General) Accept this __ which we offer in thanks- 

giving; may those who use it do so in reverence and love, giving 
honor and glory to your holy name. 

The prayer concludes: 

?) Bring us all at length to your perfect kingdom, where you live 
and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

( Amen 

6. The service continues with the offertory prayer (26). 
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DEDICATION OF 
A FACILITY FOR CHURCH USE 

1. This order may be used for the dedication of a camp, retreat 
center, gymnasium, parish hall, school, resource center, hospital, 

retirement home, youth center, or a stmilar church facility. 

Stand 

2. A hymn may be sung. 

) Sisters and brothers in Christ: Today we seek God’s blessing 
as with thankfulness we have come together to dedicate this 

Sit 

3. A psalm or canticle may follow. 

4. A lesson is read. 

Stand 

5. A hymn may be sung. 
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6. The prayer is said. 

P) All your works praise you, O Lord, 

and your faithful servants bless you. 

P| Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. Your 
gifts are many, and in wisdom you have made all things to give 
you glory. Be with us now and bless us as we dedicate this 

to your praise and honor. Give us joy in all 
your works, and grant that this may always be 
a place where your will is done and your name is glorified; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (519) 

© Amen 

7. When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues with 

the Entrance Hymn (4). 

8 When there is no Communion, other appropriate prayers may be 

said, and the service concludes as follows: 

(P) Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

P) The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ** Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

© Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> When it is appropriate to schedule a congregational celebration 
of Holy Communion at the site of the dedication, the dedication 
precedes the Entrance Hymn. The psalm <3) and the hymn <5) are 
then omitted. 

> Where appropriate the congregation may move in procession from 
the place of worship to the site of the dedication; the benediction is 

omitted. The hymn <2) is sung during the procession. 

> It is not desirable to schedule this dedication during Holy Week 
because of the solemn character of that time. 
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DEDICATION OF A CEMETERY 

I. If the cemetery is located near the place of worship, this order 

may be used following the liturgy for Holy Communion, with the 

people moving in procession to the site during the singing of a 

psalm or hymn. — 

2. When the congregation has assembled at the site, the minister 

says: 

‘P| Brothers and sisters in Christ: Today we seek God’s blessing 
as we gather with thankfulness to set apart this cemetery/mauso- 
leum to the glory of God. 

3. One or more lessons are read. An address may follow. 
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DEDICATION OF A CEMETERY 

EN A hymn is sung. 

Ln The prayers are said. 

"9] He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

(S abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 

P) He shall cover you with his pinions, and you shall find refuge 
under his wings; 

his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler. 

3 He shall give his angels charge over you, 

( to keep you in all your ways. 

P Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. Your 
days are without number; a thousand years in your sight are like 
yesterday when it is past. You are the Lord of the past, the pres- 
ent, and the future; you hold eternity in the palm of your hand. 

We remember with thanksgiving all the saints and witnesses to 
your goodness who have gone before us, [St. John the Baptist; 
Mary, mother of our Lord; apostles and martyrs; evangelists and 
teachers; and all those] who by their lives have testified to the 

love of God. Give us grace to follow them in faith as your be- 
loved children, maturing into the likeness of your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whose death and burial you have sanctified the 
graves of all who sleep in you. 

Be with us now and bless us as we set apart this cemetery/mauso- 
leum. As you raised up your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
firstfruits of those who sleep, so also by your Spirit make us to 
be partakers of that new life which you have promised to those 
who believe; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 520) 

( Amen 

6. The service concludes: 

'P] Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

P) The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the +k Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

( Amen 
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DEDICATION OF A CEMETERY 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

1. » This dedication may be used alone as a brief service at the site. 
Prior to the service a cross may be erected at the site; the minis- 
ters and people may assemble at the cross with processional 
torches and banners. 

3. » One or more of the following or another appropriate lesson may 
be read. 
Genesis 23: 1-20 
Romans 6:3-5 
1 Corinthians 15:51-57 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
John 14: 1-6 
John 19:38-42 

4. » One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be sung. 
“Children of the heav’nly Father,” hymn 474 
“For all the saints who from their labors rest,” hymn 174 

“God loved the world so that he gave,” hymn 292 
“Guide me ever, great Redeemer,” hymn 343 

“Jesus Christ, my sure defense,” hymn 340 

“Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!” hymn 133 
“Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,” hymn 377 
“My faith looks up to thee,” hymn 479 
“O God, our help in ages past,” hymn 320 
“O Lord, now let your servant,” hymn 339 
“The King of love my shepherd is,” hymn 456 
“The Lord’s my shepherd; I'll not want,” hymn 451 
“We know that Christ is raised and dies no more,” hymn 189 
“Who is this host arrayed in white,” hymn 314 

* 

182 



GENERAL ORDER OF BLESSING 

I. Care should be exercised to make certain that God’s blessing 

may properly be asked upon the object, place, or event under con- 

sideration. 

2. This order of blessing may be augmented with hymns, the Lord's 

Prayer or other prayers, and a procession. 

3. When the congregation has assembled at the place of blessing: 

?! Brothers and sisters in Christ: Today we seek God’s blessing 
as we gather with thankfulness to bless/dedicate this 
to the glory of God. 

4. A psalm or canticle may follow. 

5. One or more lessons from the Bible may be read. 

6. A hymn may be sung. 
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GENERAL ORDER OF BLESSING 

7. The prayers are said. 

P) All your works praise you, O Lord, 

and your faithful servants bless you. 

‘P! Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You 
made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you. We 
lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth, of things 
seen and unseen. 

You stretched out the heavens like a curtain; you divided the day 
from the night; you appointed times and seasons for work and 
rest, for tearing down and building up. You blessed your people 
through all generations and guided them in life and death: Abra- 
ham and Sarah; Moses and Miriam; Isaiah and all the prophets; 
Mary, mother of our Lord; Peter, James, John, and all the apos- 

tles; and all the saints and witnesses in your Church of ages past, 
in whom your Spirit spoke and moved. 21) 

8& One of the following or another appropriate prayer is said. 

Be with us now and bless us as we set apart/dedicate this 
to your glory and praise. Grant us faith to 

know your gracious purpose in all things, give us joy in them, 
and lead us to the building up of your kingdom; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 4522) 

OR 

Be with us now and bless the fruits of those who labor in/at 

—______. Grant us faith to know your gracious pur- 
pose in all things, and continue your blessings to us through 
the bounty of your creation; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. (523) 

( Amen 

9. The service concludes: 

‘P) Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GENERAL ORDER OF BLESSING 

P) The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the +: Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 
4. » One of the following or another appropriate psalm or canticle 

may be used. 
Psalm 8 
Psalm 65 
Psalm 66 
Psalm 104 
Psalm 136 
Psalm 145 
“All you works of the Lord, bless the Lord,” canticle 18 

“O Ruler of the universe, Lord God,” canticle 21 

“You are God; we praise you,” canticle 3 

5. » One or more of the following or another appropriate lesson may 
be read. 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (general, growing things) 
Job 38:1-11, 16-18 (seed and soil; fishing and industry) 

Matthew 13:24-30 (36-43) (growing things) 
Mark 4:1-9, 13-20 (growing things) 
Luke 5:1-6a (fishing, industry) 
Romans 11:33—12:5 (general) 
2 Connthians 9:6-15 (growing things, general) 
1 Timothy 6:7-10, 17-19 (general) 

6. » One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be sung. 
“All creatures of our God and King,” hymn 527 
“All who love and serve your city,” hymn 436 
“Earth and all stars!” hymn 558 
“Eternal Father, strong to save,” hymn 467 
“Father eternal, ruler of creation,” hymn 413 
“For the beauty of the earth,” hymn 561 
“For the fruit of all creation,” hymn 563 
“God, whose giving knows no ending,” hymn 408 
“T bind unto myself today,” hymn 188 
“Joyful, joyful we adore thee,” hymn 551 
“Let all things now living,” hymn 557 
“Now thank we all our God,” hymn 533 or 534 
“Praise and thanksgiving,” hymn 409 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!” hymn 543 
“We plow the fields and scatter,” hymn 362 
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BLESSING OF A DWELLING 

I. The blessing may be set in the context of a social gathering. 

2. It is desirable that the leadership roles be shared by two or more 
persons. Family members, friends, or a pastor may be invited to 
read the lessons in each of the rooms. 

3. When all have assembled: 

iL} Peace to this house and to all who enter here. 

iL) A reading from Proverbs: By wisdom a house is built, and 
through understanding it is established; through knowledge its 
rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. (Prov. 24:3-4) 

4, A candle is lighted. 

L| A reading from St. Matthew: “You are like light for the whole 
world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a lamp 
and puts it under a bowl; instead he puts it on the lampstand, 
where it gives light for everyone in the house. In the same way 
your light must shine before people, so that they will see the 
good things you do and praise your Father in heaven.” 

(Matt. 5:14-16) 
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BLESSING OF A DWELLING 

‘L) Let us pray. 

O God, as this candle gives light to this home, so enable those 
who dwell here to be your light in the world; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (524) 

“) Amen 

5. One or more of the following may be used. 

Entrance 

L’ A reading from the Psalms: The Lord shall watch over your 
going out and your coming in, from this time forth forevermore. 

(Ps. 121:8) 

L Let us pray. 

O God, protect and guide those who live here, their going out 
and their coming in; and let them share the hospitality of this 
home with all who visit, that those who enter here may know 
your love and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (525) 

i Amen 

Living room/ family room 

L) A reading from St. John: “T give you a new commandment: 
love one another; as I have loved you, so you are to love one 
another. If there is this love among you, then all will know that 
you are my disciples.” — Gohn 13:34-35) 

L) Let us pray. 

iL) O God, give your OR | E) O God, be present 
blessing to all who with those who come 

share this room, that here for fellowship and 

they may be knit to- recreation, that they 

gether in fellowship; may be renewed and 

through Jesus Christ refreshed; through 

our Lord. (526) Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(527) 

[43 Amen 

187 



BLESSING OF A DWELLING 

Study or library 

'L) A reading from Proverbs: Give instruction to the wise and they 
will be still wiser; teach the righteous and they will increase in 
learning. (Prov. 9:9) 

(L) Let us pray. 

O God, you are the teacher who leads us to all truth. Grant that 
those who study and learn may use knowledge in accordance with 
your will, to bring peace and healing to all people; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (528) 

ix Amen 

Kitchen 

iL) A reading from Joel: “1 will send you corn, and new wine, and 
oil, and you shall have your fill. Rejoice and be glad in the Lord 
your God.” ——oel 2:19a, 23a) 

(L] Let us pray. 

O God, you fill the hungry with good things. Send your blessing 
upon those who work in this kitchen, and make us all ever 
thankful for our daily bread; through Jesus Christ our Lord. «529 

fj Amen 

Dining room 

L| A reading from the Psalms: The eyes of all wait upon you, O 
Lord, and you give them their food in due season. —@& .145:16) 

(L] Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you give us food 
and drink to sustain our lives and make our hearts glad. Help us 
to be grateful for all your mercies, and mindful of the needs of 
others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (530) 

“4 Amen 
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BLESSING OF A DWELLING 

Bedroom(s)__ 

LA reading from the Psalms: 1 lie down in peace; at once I fall 
_ asleep; for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. rs. 4:8 

_ (L) Let us pray. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping, that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. «531 

| & Amen 

Christ our Lord. (533) 

Guest room__ 

L A reading from Romans: Welcome one another, therefore, as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. Rom 15:7) 

L Let us pray. 

O God, refresh all who visit here, that they may know friendship 
and love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 2) 

“) Amen 

4. When the procession has returned to the living room, the bless- 
ing is concluded: 

L’ A reading from Isaiah: The effect of righteousness will be 
peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. 
My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwell- 
ings, and in quiet resting places. (sa. 32:17-18) 

5. One or more of the following prayers are said. 

L) Let us pray. 

iL} O Lord God, your gifts are many, and in wisdom you have 
made all things to give you glory. We ask you to bless those 
who Jive in this place. Visit with your love and gladness all 
who come and go, and preserve us all in peace through Jesus 

(4 Amen 

OR 
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BLESSING OF A DWELLING 

Li O God, we pray that you will bless this home and those 
who live here with your gracious presence, that your love may 
be their inspiration, your wisdom their guide, your truth their 
light, and your peace their benediction; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (534) 

f Amen 

OR 

| O heavenly Father, of whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is named: Be present in this home, that all who live 
here, having genuine affection for each other, may find here a 
haven of blessing and of peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(535) 

ij Amen 

The prayers conclude: 

‘L} Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

OR 

® Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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BLESSING OF A DWELLING 

iL) The Lord watch over our/your going out and our/your coming 
in, from this time forth forever. 

7 Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 
5. » A procession from room to room may be led by the bearer of 

the candle and may be accompanied by instruments such as bells, 
tambourines, and finger cymbals. 
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ORDINATION 

I. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Sermon (18). The Creed may be said between 
the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

2. The bishop presides at services in which he/she participates. 
When unable to be present, the bishop authorizes an ordained rep- 
resentative to ordain the candidate. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 

4. The ordinands) is presented to the presiding minister and to the 

congregation: 

I present for ordination to the holy ministry of Word and Sacra- 
ment _____fullnames)_, who has been prepared, examined, and 
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ORDINATION 

certified for this ministry and who has been called by the Church 
to the office of _pastor : 

Thanks be to God. 

Sit 

5. The presenter(s) steps aside. The minister addresses the 

ordinands): 

P| According to apostolic usage you are now to be set apart to 
the office of Word and Sacrament in the one holy catholic 
Church by the laying on of hands and by prayer. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says: “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, even so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” — Goohn 20-21-23) 

And again: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

(Matt. 28: 18-20) 

St. Paul writes: | received from the Lord what I also delivered to 
you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

“This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. (1 Cor. 11:23-26) 

6. The minister questions the ordinands): 

P) Before almighty God, to whom you must give account, and in 
the presence of this congregation, I ask: Will you assume this_ 
office, believing that the Church’s call is God’s call to the minis- 
try of Word and Sacrament? 

(4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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ORDINATION 

P) The Church in which you are to be ordained confesses that 
the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God and are the norm of its 
faith and life. We accept, teach, and confess the Apostles’, the 

Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds. We also acknowledge the 
Lutheran Confessions as true witnesses and faithful expositions 
of the Holy Scriptures. Will you therefore preach and teach in 
accordance with the Holy Scriptures and these creeds and confes- 
sions? 

(4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

(P) Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and 
in your use of the means of grace? Will you pray for God’s peo- 
ple, nourish them with the Word and Holy Sacraments, and lead 
them by your own example in faithful service and holy living? 

(4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God’s love 
may be known in all that you do? 

9 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

(P| Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 
them. 

(@ Amen 

Stand 

7. The prayers are said. Other appropriate prayers may be used 
instead. 

‘A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 

‘A) For the holy catholic Church, that it may be filled with truth 
and love and by your grace be found without fault at the last 
day: Lord, in your mercy, 

@ hear our prayer. 

‘A| For all members of the Church, that they may serve you in 
true and godly lives: Lord, in your mercy, 

(3 hear our prayer. 
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ORDINATION 

A) For - name(s) , our bishop(s), and for all those 
responsible for the care and nurture of your people: Lord, in 
your mercy, 

(3 hear our prayer. 

A For name(s) , chosen to be a pastor(s) in the 
_ Church, that he/she may faithfully fulfill the duties of this 

munistry, serve your people, build up your Church, and glorify 
_ your name: Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

A For the peace of the Church, that our divisions may be over- 
come and that we may serve the world as one people in one 

Lord Jesus Christ: Lord, in your mercy, 

(3 hear our prayer. 

‘A For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and under- 
standing may grow among nations and peoples: Lord, in your 
mercy, 

(3 hear our prayer. 

A) For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, the lonely, the forgot- 

ten, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are 

in danger; that they may be relieved and protected: Lord, in 
your mercy, 

@ hear our prayer. 

Other intercessions may be offered. 

A For the glorious company of all the saints, those who have 
died in faith and those who live in certain hope, we praise you. 

That their witness may give us courage until the day of Jesus 
_ Christ: Lord, in your mercy, 

, a hear our prayer. 

P) Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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ORDINATION 

8 The ordinand(s) may kneel. 

9. “Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,” hymn 472 or 4 73, is sung. 

10. The minister begins the thanksgiving. 

(P| The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

'P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

@ It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

(P| Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father, we bless you for 
your infinite love in Christ our Lord, in whom we have redemp- 
tion and forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace. 
We thank you that by his death your Son has overcome death 
and, having been raised by your mighty power, has ascended far 
above all the heavens, that he might fill all things. We praise you 
that Christ has poured out his gifts abundantly on the Church, 
making some apostles, some prophets, some pastors and teachers, 
tu equip your people for their work of ministry for building up 
the body of Christ. (536) 

11. The minister lays both hands on the head of the ordinands). 
Other clergy may impose their right hands. 

'P) Eternal God, through your Son, Jesus Christ, pour out your 
Holy Spirit upon name and fill him/her with the 
gifts of grace [for the ministry of Word and Sacrament]. 

Following the laying on of hands the ordinand(s) remains kneeling. 

P| Bless his/her proclamation of your Word and administration 
of your Sacraments, O Lord, so that your Church may be gath- 
ered for praise and strengthened for service. Make him/her a 
faithful pastor(s), patient teacher(s), wise counselor(s). Grant that 
in all things he/she may serve without reproach, that your people 
may be renewed and your name be glorified in the Church; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. (537) 

3 Amen 

Sit 
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ORDINATION 

12. The newly ordained may remain kneeling. A stole is placed 
over his/her shoulders as the minister says: 

P) Receive this stole as a sign of your work, and walk in obedi- 
ence to the Lord Jesus, serving his people and remembering his 
promise: “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

(Matt. 11:28-30) 

13. The newly ordained stands, the minister addresses him/her; 

P “Strive for righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and 

gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith.” a tim. 611-12) 

“Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 
Spirit has made you guardians, to feed the Church of the Lord 
which he obtained with his own blood.” (acts 20:28) 

“Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but 
willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, not as domineering 
over those in your charge but being examples to the flock. And 
when the chief shepherd is manifested you will obtain the unfad- 
ing crown of glory.” (1 Peter 5:2-4) 

“This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required of 
stewards that they be found trustworthy.” (1 Cor. 4:1-2) 

P| Care for God’s people, bear their burdens and do not betray 

their confidence. So discipline yourself in life and teaching that 
you preserve the truth, giving no occasion for false security or il- 
lusory hope. Witness faithfully in word and deed to all people. 
Give and receive comfort as you serve within the Church. And 
be of good courage, for God has called you, and your labor in 
the Lord is not in vain. 

14. The newly ordained may kneel for the blessing: 

P) The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eter- 

nal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do 
his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, 

through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen 
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ORDINATION 

Stand 

15. The minister and newly ordained turn to face the congregation. 

P) Will you, assembled as the people of God and speaking for 
the whole Church, receive name(s) as a messenger(s) of 
Jesus Christ sent to serve God’s people with the Gospel of 
hope and salvation? Will you regard him/her as a servant(s) of 
Christ? 

G We will. 

P) Will you pray for him/her, help and honor him/her for his/ 
her work’s sake, and in all things strive to live together in the 
peace and unity of Christ? 

We will. 

P| Let it be acclaimed that ____ames)_ is ordained a 
minister(s) in the Church of Christ. He/She has Christ’s 
authority to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments, 
serving God’s people. 

( Amen. Thanks be to God. 

The congregation may offer acclamation with applause. 

16. The peace is shared. 

'P' The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

( And also with you. 

The ministers, the newly ordained, his/her sponsor and family, and 

the congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. “) Peace be with you. 

17. All return to their places. 

Sit 

18. The service continues with the Offering (24). 

19, The newly ordained may assist in the Holy Communion. 
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ORDINATION 

INSTALLATION AT ORDINATION 

In those exceptional circumstances where the bishop authorizes or- 
dination of a candidate and his/her installation to office at the 
same service, the following is inserted in the order for Ordination 
prior to the Peace <16). 

20. The minister addresses the congregation: 

P Having been authorized by the Church to instal] __ fullname __, 
our co-worker in the Gospel, as ______pesition __, I now ask 
for certification of this call/appointment. 

21. A representative of the church council/board/agency comes for- 
ward and addresses the minister: 

We, of ___________, after prayerful deliberation, have 

elected/appointed name to be -____position ____. J 
present him/her and this letter certifying the call. 

22. The minister addresses the pastor being installed: 

‘P| Pastor ______same____, in the presence of this congregation, 
do you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility? 

™ I do, and I ask God to help me. 

P) The office of is now committed to you in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

23. One of the following may be used. 

The presiding minister escorts the newly installed pastor to the 
font, where a representative of the congregation says. 

You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, 
and to forgive sins. 

They proceed to the pulpit, where a representative of the congre- 
gation says: 

You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good 
news. 
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ORDINATION 

They proceed to the altar, where a representative of the congre- 

gation says: 

You have been called to be among us to lead worship and 
preside at the Holy Communion. 

OR 

The minister presents to the newly installed pastor a baptismal 

shell, a Bible, and a chalice and paten. 

(P|) Receive these signs of your calling to serve the Lord and 
his people in the ministry of Word and Sacrament. 

24, The Ordination service continues with the peace <16). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> Authorization procedures for an ordination are determined by the 
constitution of the church body. 

> It is not desirable to schedule this service during Holy Week be- 
cause of the solemn character of that time. 

PREPARATION FOR THE SERVICE 

» The ordinand(s) should be vested in an alb or a surplice with cas- 
sock. Until presented, the ordinand(s) is seated with the congregation, 

perhaps in the first pew. If the ordinand(s) enters in the procession, 

he/she enters the pew as the procession passes it. 

> If there is no communion rail, a kneeling desk may be provided for 
the convenience of the ordinand(s). 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. » While it is desirable that one person preside over the entire 
service, circumstances may suggest that the parish pastor preside 
at the Holy Communion. 

4.» At the close of the hymn the ordinand(s) is escorted by the 
presenter(s) to a place in front of the presiding minister, who 
stands before the altar. 

» When the ordination takes place in the ordinand’s home con- 
gregation, the presenter may be an officer of that congregation or 
an Official of the district/synod. 
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» When several persons are ordained in a district/synod conven- 
tion, it is desirable that each ordinand have a sponsoring pastor 
who may also serve as presenter. 

> The words of presentation may be altered to fit the circum- 
stances of the authorization and the call. At a district/synod 
convention, the secretary of the district/synod may present all 
ordinands. 

> In an announcement, in a bulletin notice, or in the sermon, 

those assembled should be made aware that in the ordination 

service they speak for the whole Church. 

. > If more than one pastor participates in the service, the second 
paragraph of this section may be said by one, the third para- 
graph by another. 

. » When several persons are ordained, each answers in turn. 

. > It is appropriate to use only the Christian names, the name 
given in Baptism, of the bishop(s) and other pastors named in 
the prayers. 

» Intercessions may be included for the spouse/family of the 
ordinand(s). 

> Other intercessions formulated by those who have been in- 
volved in the life of the ordinand(s) may be included in the 
prayers. 

» The presiding minister lays both hands on the ordinand’s head. 
The service book is held by an assisting minister. Other clergy 
may lay their right hands on the ordinand’s head. If the number 
of participating clergy is large, a few should function on behalf 
of all. 

> As is customary in the services of the Church, only the Chris- 
tian name(s) of the ordinand(s), the name given in Baptism, 

should be used. 

> The laying on of hands may continue through the prayer 
which begins, “Bless his/her proclamation. . . .” When several 

persons are ordained at the same service, the prayer, “Bless 
his/her proclamation . . .” continues after all have received the 
laying on of hands. 

> The congregation may be asked to be seated if a large number 
of persons is ordained. 

> When several persons are ordained, each sponsor may lay 
his/her hand on the head of the ordinand he/she sponsors. 

. > When several persons are ordained, the respective sponsors 
may have the stoles with them. 

> Where local custom indicates that another symbol of ministry 
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(e.g., the Bible) be given, the presenter or assisting minister may 
hand the item to the newly ordained as the presiding minister 
says: 

(P|) Receive this ___________ as a sign of your calling to 
the ministry of Word and Sacrament. 

13. » When several persons are ordained at the same service, the 
address continues after all have received stoles. 

> If more than one pastor participates in the service, the second, 

third, and fourth readings may be read by the participating 
pastors. 

14. > Where local custom indicates a spoken blessing of the 
ordinand(s) by others, such precedes the blessing by the 
presiding minister. 

16. >» When ordination and installation occur at the same service, the 

installation takes place prior to the peace. 

> The newly ordained may be greeted by an embrace or a hand- 
shake. 

19. > It is not appropriate for the newly ordained to assume the role 
of presiding minister. 

23. » A hymn may be sung as the newly installed pastor is escorted 
to the font, pulpit, and altar. 

PROPERS 

> When ordination is set within the chief service of the congregation on 
a Sunday for which the color is green, the propers for ordination are 
used. 

» When ordination is set within the chef service of the congregation on 
another Sunday or festival, the propers for that Sunday or festival are 
used. The Prayer of the Day for ordination is said following the Prayer 
of the Day appointed for the Sunday or festival. 

> When ordination is scheduled as a part of a special service (apart 
from the chief service of the congregation), the propers listed below are 
always used. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and merciful God, you built your Church on the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, and you instituted the office 
of the holy ministry so that the apostolic and prophetic Word 
might be heard throughout the ages. Grant that ____names)____, 
now to be ordained, may exercise his/her ministry faithfully in 
the power of your Spirit; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (538) 
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Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 15 Psalm 95 Psalm 113 
Psalm 16 Psalm 96 Psalm 121 
Psalm 84 Psalm 99 Psalm 122 
Psalm 91 Psalm 103 Psalm 133 
I love you, O Lord my strength (Ps. 18:1) 
How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has a desire and 
longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living 
God. (Ps. 84:1) 

Or, an appropriate phrase or verse from the selected psalm may be used. 

Exodus 3:13-15 Isaiah 6:1-8 Jeremiah 23:25-28a 
Numbers 6:22-27 Isaiah 40:1-11 (. . . faithfully.) 
Numbers 11:16-17, Isaiah 42:5-9 Ezekiel 3:16-21 

24-25b (. . . they Isaiah 52:7-10 
prophesied.) Jeremiah 23: 1-5 

Acts 20:28-35 2 Corinthians 4:1-7 1 Timothy 3:1-7 
Romans 10:13-17 (8-12) 1 Timothy 4:14-16 
Romans 12:4-8 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 2 Timothy 4:1-5 

Ephesians 4:4-16 1 Peter 5:2-4 

Matthew 9:1-8 Mark 10:42-45 John 10:7-18 
Matthew 9:35-38 Luke 10:1-12, 16-20 John 13:(3-11) 12-17, 20 
Matthew 16:13-19 Luke 24:44-49a John 17:6-19 
Mark 4:1-9 (. . . upon you.) John 21:15-17 

Hymn of the Day 
“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord,” hymn 163 

“To God the Holy Spimit let us pray,” hymn 317 

Verse 
The verse for St. John, Apostle and Evangelist; The Conversion of St. Paul; St. 
Bartholomew, Apostle; Holy Cross Day, St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist; or 

Reformation Day may be used. 
Or, during Lent the Verse may be Matthew 28:19-20 or Luke 4:18-19. 

Offertory 
The Offertory for St. Andrew, Apostle; St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr, St. 
John, Apostle and Evangelist; or Reformation Day may be used. 

“What shall I render to the Lord” is also appropriate. 

Preface: Apostles 

Post-Communion Prayer 

‘A’ We thank you, almighty and gracious God, that you have fed 
us with heavenly food, the body and blood of your Son, uniting 
us through him in the fellowship of your Spirit. As you have 
again raised up among us a faithful servant(s) for the ministry of 
Word and Sacrament, grant that we, with —_—_name)__ 
may joyfully serve you all our days and finally rejoice in your 

glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. «39 

Color: red 
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COMMISSIONING OF MISSIONARIES 

I. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Sermon (18). The Creed may be said between 
the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

2. The presiding minister is designated according to the polity of 
the church body and calling agency. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung as the candidates gather before 
the congregation. 

4. The minister addresses the congregation, giving a brief descrip- 

tion of the assignment for which the candidates are being 
commissioned. 

‘P| I have been authorized to commission names 2 

who have accepted the call/appointment of __church/board/ageney 
of church to serve as missionaries with/under 

Sit 

5. As a brief lesson, one or more of the following are read: 

A reading from Romans: Just as each of our bodies has several 
parts and each part has a separate function, so all of us, in union 
with Christ, form one body, and as parts of it we belong to each 
other. Our gifts differ according to the grace given us. If your gift 
is prophecy, then use it as your faith suggests; if administration, 
then use it for administration; if teaching, then use it for teach- 
ing. Let the preachers deliver sermons, the almsgivers give freely, 
the officials be diligent, and those who do works of mercy do 
them cheerfully. om. 12:4-8) 
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A reading from First Peter: Above all hold unfailing your love for 
one another, since love covers a multitude of sins. Practice hospi- 
tality ungrudgingly to one another. As each has received a gift, 
employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace: whoever speaks, as one who utters oracles of God; who- 

ever renders service, as one who renders it by the strength which 
God supplies; in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever 
and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:8-11) 

A reading from St. Matthew: Jesus called the disciples to him and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 

and their great men exercise authority over them. It shall not be 
so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be 
your slave; even as the Son of man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” — (Mau. 20:25-28) 

A reading from Acts: While the congregational leaders at Antioch 
were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their 
hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:2-3) 

6. The minister addresses the candidates: 

P) Will you accept this commission and carry it out in accord- 
ance with the Holy Scriptures? 

“j I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) Will you endeavor in all things to conduct yourselves as is fit- 
ting for ambassadors and servants of Jesus Christ? 

“4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P| Will you be faithful, understanding, and loving to the people 
among whom you will live and work? 

“ I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P} Will you serve under the assignment and jurisdiction of the 
church to which you are sent? 

4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

205 



COMMISSIONING OF MISSIONARIES 

P) Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 
them. 

f@ Amen 

Stand 

7, The minister addresses the congregation: 

(P| And you, people of God, will you support these messengers of 
Jesus Christ, sent by God to serve God’s people with the Gospel 
of hope and salvation? Will you pray for them, help and honor 
them for their work’s sake, and in all things strive to live in 
peace and unity in Christ? 

i) We will. 

8& The candidates may kneel. 

(P| Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you sent your Son into 
our world to proclaim your kingdom and, by his death and res- 
urrection, to reconcile all people according to your gracious plan. 

@ We bless you and praise your name forever. 

P) Blessed are you, O Lord Jesus Christ, for you preached good 
news to the poor, proclaimed liberty to the captives, healed the 
sick, and set free the oppressed. + 

(3 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

(P| Blessed are you, O Lord, Holy Spirit, for you sent forth your 
apostles to proclaim the good news of salvation and filled them 
with your power. 

(3 We bless you and praise your name forever. 

9. The minister blesses the candidates: 

‘P| Bless these your servants, O Lord, in the work you have called 

them to do, so that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, they may 
show your love to all people and glorify your name. 

(@ Amen 
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10. The prayers are said. 

4’ Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 

Prayers are included for the whole Church (especially the church to 
which the missionaries are assigned), the nations, those in need, the 
parish, special concerns. 

Prayers are also included for the missionaries and their families, all 
missionaries, all Christians in their vocation, the calling agency, its 

mussion. 

The congregation may be invited to offer petitions and thanksgiv- 
INS. 

Afier each portion of the prayers: 

OR A Lord, in your mercy, A Let us pray to the Lord. 

( hear our prayer. Lord, have mercy. 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

( Amen 

11. The peace is shared. 

vu P| The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

The ministers, the missionaries, their families, and the congregation 

may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. “) Peace be with you. 

12. All return to their places. 

Sit 

13. The service continues with the Offering (24). 

14. Those newly commissioned may assist in the Holy Communion. 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> It is not desirable to schedule this service during Holy Week 
because of the solemn character of that time. 

> When appropriate, members of the missionaries’ family and/or 

friends may serve as assisting ministers. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

1. » When the commissioning is set in Service of the Word, it follows 

the Offering (14). Service of the Word concludes with the Lord’s 
Prayer, the New Testament Canticle (16), and the Benediction. A 

hymn may follow. 

2. » While it is desirable that one person preside over the entire 
service, circumstances may suggest that the parish pastor preside 
at the Holy Communion. 

4. » The announcement of authorization to commission may be mod- 
ified to fit specific situations. 

7. > In an announcement, in a bulletin notice, or in the sermon, 

those assembled should be made aware that in the commissioning 
service they speak for the whole Church. 

9. » The presiding minister may lay his/her right hand on the head 
of each candidate as the blessing is said. 

PROPERS 

> When commissioning is set within the chief service of the congre- 
gation on a Sunday for which the color is green, the propers for 
commissioning are used. iw 

> When commissioning is set within the chief service of the congrega- 
tion on another Sunday or festival, the propers for that Sunday or 
festival are used. The Prayer of the Day for commissioning is said fol- 
lowing the Prayer of the Day appointed for the Sunday or festival. 

> When commissioning is scheduled as a part of a special service 
(apart from the chief service of the congregation), the propers listed 
below are always used. 

Prayer of the Day 

God of grace and might, we praise you for your servants, 
names , to whom you have given gifts to make the 

good news known. Raise up, we pray, in every country, heralds 
and evangelists of your kingdom, so that the world may know 
the immeasurable riches of our Savior, Jesus Christ our Lord. 39) 
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Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 48 

I have posted watchmen on your walls, Jerusalem. (Isa. 62:6) 

Isaiah 62: 1-7 
Romans 10:11-17 
Luke 24:44-53 

Hymn of the Day 
“The Church of Christ, in ev’ry age,” hymn 433 
“God, whose almighty word,” hymn 400 
“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun,” hymn 530 
“Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,” hymn 377 
“OQ Zion, haste, your mission high fulfilling,” hymn 397 

Verse 
Alleluia. For the word of the cross is the power of God to us who are being 
saved. Alleluia. (1 Cor. 1:18) 
Or, during Lent the Verse may be Galatians 6:14 or “Return to the Lord.” 

Offertory 
And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up of the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God. (Eph. 4:11-13) 

Preface: Apostles 

Color: of the season 
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SETTING APART OF A DEACONESS 

1. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Sermon (18). ThésCreed may be said between 

the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

2. The presiding minister is designated according to the polity of 
the diaconal community to which the candidate belongs. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 

4, The candidate is presented to the presiding minister and to the 
congregation by the head of the diaconal community: 

I present for setting apart to the office of deaconess ___name__ 
who has been prepared and approved by church body__ 

Thanks be to God. 

Sit 
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5. The head of the diaconal community steps aside, and the minis- 
ter addresses the candidate: 

P The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ anointed with his Spirit 
Miriam and Deborah, Stephen and Philip, Phoebe and Priscilla, 
calling them to faithful service. The apostle Paul, recognizing the 
diversity of gifts within the Church, said: “There are different 
kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. There are 
different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. There are 
different abilities to perform service, but the same God gives to 
everyone ability for particular service. The Spirit’s presence is 
shown in some way in each person, for the good of all.” 

(1 Cor. 12:4-7) 

Those who have been called to the diaconate assist in the 
Church’s mission to proclaim the Gospel. They serve the needy, 
care for the sick, comfort the distressed, and through words and 

actions bring God’s love to all people. 

6. The minister questions the candidate: 

P) Will you assume this ministry, and as a servant of God per- 
form the work of a deaconess in the Church? 

™ I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) The Church in which you will serve confesses that the Holy 
Scriptures are the Word of God and are the norm of its faith 
and life. We accept, teach, and confess the Apostles’, the Nicene, 
and the Athanasian Creeds. We also acknowledge the Lutheran 
Confessions as true witnesses and faithful expositions of the Holy 
Scriptures. Will you serve in accordance with the Holy Scriptures 
and these creeds and confessions? 

™ I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P| Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and 
aithful in your use of the means of grace and in prayer? see) 

™ I will, and I ask God to help me. 

‘P| Will you witness in word and deed, and by your own example 
encourage God’s people in faithful service and holy living? 

™ I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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P| Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 
them. 

© Amen 

Stand 

7. The prayers are said. Other appropriate prayers may be used 
instead. 

A) Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 

For the holy catholic Church, that it may be filled with your 
love, may hunger for truth, and may thirst after righteousness: 
Lord, in your mercy, 

@ hear our prayer. 

‘Al For all members of the Church, that they may serve you in 
true and godly lives: Lord, in your mercy, 

(@ hear our prayer. 

(A| For name(s) , our bishop(s), and for all those 

responsible for the care and nurture of your people: Lord, in 
your mercy, 

(4 hear our prayer. 

A) For pastors, that they may faithfyilly fulfill the duties of their 
ministry, build up your Church, and glorify your name: Lord, in 
your mercy, 

(3 hear our prayer. 

(A) For name , chosen to be a deaconess in your 

Church, that, sustained and encouraged by the indwelling of your 
Holy Spirit, she may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry: 
Lord, in your mercy, 

(4 hear our prayer. 

‘Al For the Church, that in faithful witness it may proclaim the 
Gospel and in humble love serve the poor: Lord, in your mercy, 

(@ hear our prayer. 
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A For the nations of the world and their leaders, that they may 
work for justice and promote the dignity and freedom of every 
person: Lord, in your mercy, 

(4 hear our prayer. 

A For the just and proper use of your creation, that the world 
may be freed from poverty and famine: Lord, in your mercy, 

{$3 hear our prayer. 

Other intercessions may be offered. 

A For the glorious company of all the saints, those who have 
died in faith and those who live in certain hope, we praise you. 
That their witness may give us courage until the day of Jesus 
Christ: Lord, in your mercy, 

(3 hear our prayer. 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(4 Amen 

& A hymn may be sung. 

9. The candidate may kneel. The minister begins the thanksgiving. 

P. The Lord be with you. 

@ And also with you. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P) Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, who took on himself the form of 

a servant. He showed us that whoever would be great must be 
servant of all. We praise you for the many ministries in your 
Church, and for calling this your servant to this ministry. 540) 

10. The minister lays both hands on the head of the candidate: 

(P) Heavenly Father, pour out your Holy Spirit upon ___2ame 
whom you have called to be a deaconess in your Church. 
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Following the laying on of hands, the deaconess remains kneeling. 

P| Bless her service, that she may worthily accomplish the minis- 
try committed to her. Let her life and teaching so reflect your 
grace that many may come to know you and love you through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. «541 

(@ Amen 

(P| The office of deaconess is committed to you in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

@ Amen 

11. The deaconess stands. 

12. The head of the diaconal community gives a cross to the dea- 
coness as the minister says: 

(P| Receive and wear this cross as a sign of your calling to serve 
the Lord and his people. Confess your faith in the risen Christ, 
and bear in your heart the love of him who died on the cross for 
you. 

13. When customary a verse of Scripture, selected for the deacon- 
ess, is read by the head of the diaconal community. 

14. The minister and deaconess turn to face the congregation. 

(P} Will you receive _____name___, who is set apart to the 
Office of deaconess to serve God’s people? 

& We will. 2 

'P) Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work’s 
sake, and in all things strive to live together in the peace and 
unity of Christ? 

& We will. 

15. The deaconess may kneel for the blessing: 

‘P| The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eter- 
nal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do 
his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever. 

(@ Amen 
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16. The peace is shared. 

P| The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

( And also with you. 

The ministers, the deaconess, her family, and the congregation may 
greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you “! Peace be with you. 

17. All return to their places. 

Sit 

18. The service continues with the Offering (24). 

19. The deaconess may assist in the Holy Communion. 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> It is not desirable to schedule this service during Holy Week be- 
cause of the solemn character of that time. 

> The following days are especially appropriate for the setting apart 
of a deaconess: January 27 (Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe), February 
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25 (Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess), April 29 (Catherine of Siena, 

teacher), August 10 (Lawrence, deacon, martyr), August 13 (Flor- 

ence Nightingale and Clara Maass, renewers of society), October 4 

(Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society), December 26 (St. Stephen, 

Deacon and Martyr). 

> If men are certified for the diaconal communities, the language of 
this order is to be modified accordingly. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

2. » While it is desirable that one person preside over the entire 
service, circumstances may suggest that the parish pastor preside 
at the Holy Communion. 

4. » At the close of the hymn, the candidate for setting apart is es- 

corted by her presenter to a place in front of the presiding 
minister, who stands before the altar. 

7. ¥ It is appropriate to use only the Christian names, the name 
given in Baptism, of the bishop(s) and other pastors named in 
the prayer. 

> Other intercessions formulated by those who have been in- 
volved in the life of the candidate may be included in the 
prayers. 

14. > In an announcement, in a bulletin notice, or in the sermon, 

those assembled should be made aware that in the service for 
setting apart a deaconess they speak for the whole Church. 

15. > The following fourth-century prayer may be said instead of the 
blessing. 

(P) Eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, creator of 

man and woman: You anointed with the Spirit Miriam and 
Deborah and Hannah and Huldah, you chose the virgin 
Mary to be the mother of your only Son, and you set apart 
women for service in your holy temple. Bless this your ser- 
vant who has been set apart to the office and work of 
deaconess. Protect her, and grant that in singleness of pur- 
pose and with a willing mind she may accomplish the service 
committed to her to the praise of Christ, to whom be glory 
with you and the Holy Spirit forever. —_¢42 
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PROPERS 

> When the setting apart of a deaconess is set within the chief service 
of the congregation on a Sunday for which the color is green, the 
propers for the setting apart of a deaconess are used. 

» When the setting apart of a deaconess is set within the chief service 
of the congregation on another Sunday or festival, the propers for that 
Sunday or festival are used. The Prayer of the Day for the setting 
apart of a deaconess is said following the Prayer of the Day appointed 
for the Sunday or festival. 

» When the setting apart of a deaconess is scheduled as a part of a 
special service (apart from the chief service of the congregation), the 
propers listed below are always used. 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, through the ages you have called women to the diaconate 
in the Church. Let your blessing rest now on all who answer that 
call. Grant them understanding of the Gospel, sincerity of pur- 
pose, diligence in ministry, and the beauty of life in Christ, that 
many people will be served and your name be glorified; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 196) 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 20 Psalm 67 

We will call upon the name of the Lord our God. (Ps. 20:7) 

Let all the peoples praise you. (Ps. 67:3) 

Ruth 1:1-19a Micah 6:6-8 

Romans 12:1-6 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 Philippians 2:5-13 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Galatians 5:14, 22-25 1 Peter 4:8-11 

Matthew 20:20-28 John 13:12-17 

Matthew 25:31-40 John 15:1-8 

Hymn of the Day 
“Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,” hymn 472 or 473 
“Lord, whose love in humble service,” hymn 423 

Verse 
Alleluia. Let your light so shine before others, that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. Alleluia. (Matt. 5:16) 

Or, during Lent the Verse may be Galatians 6:14 or “Return to the Lord.” 

Offertory 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the 

pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

shall be called children of God. (Matt. 5:6-9) 

Preface: Apostles 

Color: of the season 
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INSTALLATION OF A BISHOP 

1. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Sermon (18). The Creed may be said between 

the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

2. At the installation of a district/synod bishop, the presiding 
minister is normally the bishop of the church or of another 
district/synod. At the installation of a bishop of the church, the 
presiding minister is the retiring bishop or, where that is not possi- 
ble, someone designated by the church. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 

4. The secretary of the church/district/synod presents the bishop- 

elect to the presiding minister: 

I present _____ame___, who has been elected and called 
by the Church, for installation into the office of bishop 
Of seer eee 

Sit 
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INSTALLATION OF A BISHOP 

5. The secretary steps aside. The minister addresses the bishop- 

elect: 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ says: “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, even so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” — Gohn 20:21-23) 

And again: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close 
of the age.” (Matt. 28: 18-20) 

Hear also the words of the apostles: “Take heed to yourselves and 
to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you guard- 
ians, to feed the Church of the Lord which he obtained with his 

own blood.” (Acts 20:28) 

“Try hard to show yourself worthy of God’s approval, as a 
laborer who need not be ashamed; be straightforward in your 
proclamation of the truth.” @ Tim. 2:15) 

“Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard 
from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; guard 
the truth that has been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit who 
dwells within us.” @ Tim. 1:13-14) 

6. The minister questions the bishop-elect: 

P) To you is being given the care of the pastors and congrega- 
tions of this church/district/synod. | ask you in the presence of 

God and of this assembly: Will you assume the office of bishop 

i) ae ae 

™ [ will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) Will you be faithful in your office? Will you discharge your 
duties in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confes- 
sions of the Lutheran Church, and in harmony with the 
constitution of this church/district/synod? 

(4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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P) Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and 
in your use of the means of grace? Will you pray for God’s peo- 
ple, nourish them with the Word and Holy Sacraments, and lead 
them by your own example in faithful service and holy living? 

7) I will, and I ask God to help me. 

(P| Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God’s love 
may be known in all that you do? 

7 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

‘P| Will you guide, encourage, and support the pastors and the 
congregations of this church/district/synod in their ministries? 

4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

‘P| Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 
them. 

(3 Amen 

Stand 

7, The minister addresses the congregation: 

P| And you, people of God, representatives of this church/dis- 
trict/synod, will you receive him/her as a servant of God and a 
shepherd in Christ’s Church? 

@ We will. 

(P| Will you pray for him/her, help and honor him/her for 
his/her work’s sake, and in all things strive to live together in the 
peace and unity of Christ? 

@ We will. 

3. The minister addresses the bishop-elect: 

P| The office of bishop is now committed to you in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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INSTALLATION OF A BISHOP 

9. The newly installed bishop may kneel for the blessing: 

P The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eter- 
nal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do 
his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen 

10. The prayers are said 

A’ Let us pray for name , for the whole people of 
God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

Prayers are included for the bishop, the unity of the Church, all 
ministries in the Church, all Christians in their vocation, the 

Church, and the communities it serves. 

The congregation may y be invited to offer petitions and thanks- 
givings. 

Afier each portion of the prayers: 

A) Let us pray to the Lord. 

( Lord, have mercy. 

A Lord, in your mercy, OR 

(3 hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 

P| Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(§ Amen 

11. The bishop remains kneeling. 

P| Remember to rekindle the gift of God that is within you. For 
God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power and 
love and self-control. Amen 

12. When a pectoral cross is given, the minister places it around 

the bishop’s neck. 

P| Receive this cross, as a sign of your calling to serve the Lord 
and his people, and as an emblem of the office to which you 
have been elected. 
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INSTALLATION OF A BISHOP 

13. The bishop stands, and the minister presents him/her to the 

people. 

The congregation may offer acclamation with applause. 

14. The peace is shared, with the bishop assuming the role of pre- 
siding minister. 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

( And also with you. 

The ministers, the bishop's family, and the congregation may greet 
one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. “ Peace be with you. 

15. All return to their places. 

Sit 

16. The service continues with the Offering (24). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> This service is intended for the installation of a bishop/president. 

> It is not desirable to schedule this service during Holy Week be- 
cause of the solemn character of that time. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

9. » The presiding minister may lay his/her right hand on the head 
of the bishop. 

PROPERS 

> When installation is set within the chief service of the congregation 
on a Sunday for which the color is green, the propers for installation 
are used. 

» When installation is set within the chief service of the congregation 
on another Sunday or festival, the propers for that Sunday or festival 
are used. The Prayer of the Day for installation is said following the 
Prayer of the Day appointed for the Sunday or festival. 

» When installation is scheduled as a part of a special service (apart 
from the chief service of the congregation), the propers listed below are 
always used. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy 
apostles many gifts and commanded them to feed your flock. 
Inspire all pastors to proclaim your Word diligently and your 
people to receive it willingly, that finally we may receive the 
crown of eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (4) 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 16 Psalm 99 Psalm 121 

Psalm 84 Psalm 103 Psalm 122 

Psalm 91 Psalm 113 

I love you, O Lord my strength. (Ps, 18:1a) 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has a desire 
and longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the 
living God. (Ps. 84:1) 

Or, an appropriate phrase or verse from the selected psalm may be used. 

Exodus 3:13-15 Isaiah 42:5-9 Jeremiah 23:25-28a 
Numbers 6:22-27 Isaiah 52:7-10 (. . . faithfully.) 
Isaiah 40:6-11 Jeremiah 23:1-5 

Acts 20:28-35 2 Corinthians 4: 1-7 2 Timothy 4: 1-5 
Romans 10: 13-17 (8-12) 1 Peter 5:2-4 

Romans 12:4-8 i Timothy 4:14-16 

Matthew 9:1-8 Mark 10:42-45 John 10:7-18 
Mark 4:1-9 Luke 10:1-12, 16-20 John 13:(3-11) 12-17, 20 

Hymn of the Day 
“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord,” hymn 163 

“Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,” hymn 472 or 473 
“To God the Holy Spirit let us pray,” hymn 317 

Verse 
The Verse for St. John, Apostle and Evangelist; The Conversion of St. Paul; St. 
Bartholomew, Apostle; Holy Cross Day; St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist; or 

Reformation Day may be used. 

Or, during Lent the Verse may be Matthew 28:19-20 or Luke 4:15-19. 

Offertory 
The Offertory for St. Andrew, Apostle; St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr; or St. 

John, Apostle and Evangelist may be used. 

“What shall I render to the Lord” is also appropriate. 

Preface: Apostles 

Color: red 
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INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR 

1. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Sermon (18). The Creed may be said between 
the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

2. The bishop, or someone designated by the bishop, presides at the 
service through the installation rite. After the installation, the 
newly installed pastor assumes the role of presiding minister. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. » 

4, The minister addresses the congregation: 

‘P) Having been authorized by the Church to instal] __‘lname__ 
our co-worker in the Gospel, as _____pesition ___, T now ask 
for certification of this call/appointment. 

5. A representative of the church council/board/agency comes for- 
ward with the pastor being installed and addresses the presiding 
minister: 

We, of , after prayerful deliberation, have 
elected/appointed name to be __position | 
present him/her for installation. [This letter certifies the call] 

Sit 
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6. The minister addresses the pastor being installed: 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ says: “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, even so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.” = iohn 20:21-23) 

And again: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

(Matt. 28: 18-20) 

Hear the words addressed to Timothy: Set the believers an exam- 
ple in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I 
come, attend to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching, to 
teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you 
by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their 
hands upon you. Practice these duties, devote yourself to them, 
so that all may see your progress. Take heed to yourself and to 
your teaching; hold to that, for by so doing you will save both 
yourself and your hearers. (1 Tim. 412-16) 

7. The minister questions the pastor being installed: 

P Pastor name , in the presence of this congregation 
will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility, and 
promise to discharge your duties in harmony with the consti- 
tutions of the church? 

SS 

“J J will, and I ask God to help me. 

(P) Will you preach and teach in accordance with the Holy Scrip- 
tures and the Confessions of the Lutheran Church? 

(4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

- (P) Will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people? Will you 
nourish them with the Word and Holy Sacraments, leading them 
by your own example in the use of the means of grace, in faith- 
ful service and holy living? 

(4 J will, and I ask God to help me. 
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P] Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God’s love 
may be known in all that you do? 

“4 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P) Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 

them. 

Amen 

Stand 

8& The minister addresses the congregation: 

P) And you, people of God, will you receive this messenger of 
Jesus Christ, sent by God to serve God’s people with the Gospel 
of hope and salvation? Will you regard him/her as a servant of 
Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God? 

We will. 

'P) Will you pray for him/her, help and honor him/her for 

his/her work’s sake, and in all things strive to live together in the 
peace and unity of Christ? 

& We will. 

9. The minister addresses the pastor being installed: 

'P) The office of "is now committed to you in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

10. The newly installed pastor may kneel for the blessing: 

P’ The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eter- 
nal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do 
his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever. 

( Amen 

The pastor stands. 
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INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR 

Il. The prayers are said. 

A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 

Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in 
need, the parish, the pastor, the pastor’s family, the bishop and all 
ministers in the Church, all Christians in their vocation, and the 
community served by the parish. 

The congregation may be invited to offer petitions and thanksgivings. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Lord, in your mercy, OR | A! Let us pray to the Lord. 

hear our prayer. {3 Lord, have mercy. 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(@ Amen 

Sit 

12. One of the following may be used. 

The presiding minister escorts the pastor to the font, where a 

representative of the congregation says: 

You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, 
and to forgive sins. 

They proceed to the pulpit, where a representative of the congre- 

gation says: 

You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good 
news. 

They proceed to the altar, where a representative of the congre- 
gation says: 

You have been called to be among us to lead worship and 
preside at the Holy Communion. 
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INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR 

OR 

The minister presents to the pastor a baptismal shell, a Bible, 

and a chalice and paten. 

P Receive these signs of your calling to serve the Lord and 
his people in the ministry of Word and Sacrament. 

13. The minister and a representative of the congregation/board/ 
agency welcome the pastor. The congregation may offer acclama- 
tion with applause. 

Stand 

14, The peace is shared, with the pastor assuming the role of pre- 
siding minister. 

‘P| The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

( And also with you. 

The ministers and the congregation may greet one another in the 
name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. "1 Peace be with you. 

15. All return to their places. 

Sit 

16. The service continues with the Offering (24). 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> It is not desirable to schedule this service during Holy Week be- 
cause of the solemn character of that time. 

» Neighboring congregations may be invited to participate in the 
Service. 

> The pastor to be installed should be vested. Until presented, he/ 
she may be seated with the congregation or near the altar. 

> If the pastor-elect had resigned or had been removed from the 
clergy roster and is now being reinstated, the installation order is 

modified as follows: 

Following the Hymn of the Day <3) and prior to the announce- 
ment of authorization and certification <4), the minister says: 

P name , having been ordained a pastor in the 
Church of Jesus Christ by ____church body _, has been 
examined and approved by church body to resume the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament. 

Following the address <6) and prior to the first question <7), the 
minister questions the one being installed: 

P Before almighty God and in the presence of this congregation, 
I ask you: Will you affirm that the Lord has called you to the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament, and will you resume the duties 
of this office? 

_) I will, and I ask God to help me. 

> Where the church recognizes the ordination by another denomi- 
nation of a pastor-elect who is beginning ministry in the Lutheran 
Church, the first Lutheran installation may include announcement 
of his/her examination and certification, and his/her allegiance to 

the Lutheran Confessions. The installation order is modified as fol- 
lows: 

Following the Hymn of the Day <3) and prior to the announce- 
ment of authorization and certification (4), the minister says. 

P)_sname__, having been ordained a pastor in the 
Church of Jesus Christ, has been examined and approved by 
___ynod/district__ for service in the ministry of Word and Sacra- 
ment in the church body __, 
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INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR 

Following the address <6) and prior to the first question ¢7), the 

minister questions the one being installed: 

(P| The Church in which you are to minister confesses that the 
Holy Scriptures are the Word of God and are the norm of its 
faith and life. We accept, teach, and confess the Apostles’, the 
Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds. We also acknowledge the 
Lutheran Confessions as true witnesses and faithful expositions 
of the Holy Scriptures. Is this your confession? 

[Ey Yes. 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

4. > A description of “position” may include not only title, but also 
the name of the congregation /institution/agency to which the 
person has been called. 

5. > The letter which the representative presents is not the pastor’s 
letter of call. It is certification of the pastor’s election to receive 
the call. 

10. » The presiding minister may lay his/her right hand on the head 
of the newly installed pastor. 

12. > The presentation of the symbols is appropriate only where the 
ministry is directly one of Word and Sacrament. 

> A hymn may be sung as the newly installed pastor is escorted 
to the font, pulpit, and altar. 

» The presiding minister may present the newly installed pastor 
with the baptismal shell. If a baptismal shell is not used in the 
congregation, it is sufficient to pause at the font while the accom- 
panying words are said. 

> The presiding minister may present the pulpit Bible to the 
newly installed pastor. It is then returned to its place. 

> The chalice and paten may be brought from the credence for 
presentation to the newly installed pastor. They are then placed 
on the altar in readiness for the Offertory. 

14. > For the remainder of the Holy Communion, the installing pas- 
tor may serve as assisting minister. 

PROPERS 

» When installation is set within the chief service of the congregation 
on a Sunday for which the color is green, the propers for installation 
are used. 

> When installation is set within the chief service of the congregation 
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INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR 

on another Sunday or festival, the propers for that Sunday or festival 
are used. The Prayer of the Day for installation is said following the 
Prayer of the Day appointed for the Sunday or festival. 

> When installation is scheduled as a part of a special service (apart 
from the chief service of the congregation), the propers listed below are 
always used. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy 
apostles many gifts and commanded them to feed your flock. 
Inspire all pastors to proclaim your Word diligently and your 
people to receive it willingly, that finally we may receive the 
crown of eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. a3) 

Psalms and Lessons 

Psalm 16 Paslm 99 Psalm 121 

Psalm 84 Psalm 103 Psalm 122 

Psalm 91 Psalm 113 

I love you, O Lord my strength _ (Ps. 18:1a) 
How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has a desire and 
longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living 
God (Ps. 84:1) 
Or, an appropriate phrase or verse from the selected psalm may be used. 

Exodus 3:13-15 Isaiah 42:5-9 Jeremiah 23:25-28a 
Numbers 6:22-27 Isaiah 52:7-10 (.. . faithfully.) 
Isaiah 40:6-11 Jeremiah 23: 1-5 

Acts 20:28-35 2 Corinthians 2 Timothy 4:1-5 
Romans 10: 13-17 4:1-7 (8-12) 1 Peter 5:2-4 
Romans 12:4-8 1 Timothy 4:14-16 

Matthew 9: 1-8 Mark 10:42-45 John 10:7-18 
Mark 4: 1-9 Luke 10:1-12, 16-20 John 13:(3-11) 12-17, 20 

Hymn of the Day 
“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord,” hymn 163 

“Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,” hymn 472 or 473 
“To God the Holy Spirit let us pray,” hymn 317 

Verse 
The Verse for St. John, Apostle and Evangelist; The Conversion of St. Paul; St. 

Bartholomew, Apostle; Holy Cross Day; St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist; or 
Reformation Day may be used. 
Or, during Lent the Verse may be Matthew 28:19-20 or Luke 4:15-19. 

Offertory 
The Offertory for St. Andrew, Apostle; St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr; or St. 

John, Apostle and Evangelist may be used. 

“What shall I render to the Lord” is also appropriate. 

Preface: Apostles 

Color: of the season 
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INSTALLATION TO 

A REGIONAL OR CHURCHWIDE OFFICE 

I. This order is appropriate for installing those whose election or 
appointment to regional or churchwide office does not constitute a 
call or a major occupational commitment. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Sermon (18). The Creed may be said between 
the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 

Sit 

4. The leader announces the name of the person and the office to 
which he/she has been elected/appointed. The person to be in- 
stalled comes forward. The leader addresses the congregation: 

'L) St. Paul says: Just as each of our bodies has several parts and 
each part has a separate function, so all of us, in union with 
Christ, form one body, and as parts of it we belong to each 
other. Our gifts differ according to the grace given us. If your gift 
is prophecy, then use it as your faith suggests; if administration, 
then use it for administration; if teaching, then use it for teach- 
ing. Let the preachers deliver sermons, the almsgivers give freely, 
the officials be diligent, and those who do works of mercy do 
them cheerfully. (Rom. 12:4-8) 

5. The leader may describe the duties of office. The leader 
continues: 

‘L’ Will you assume the office to which you have been elected/ 
appointed, and will you endeavor to discharge its duties faithfully, 
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to the glory of Christ our Lord and in service to his holy 
Church? 

“2 I will, and I ask God to help me. 

L And you, people of God, will you support and pray for 
name in this work? 

@ We will. 

L) The office of ________ is committed to you in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

L) Let us pray. 

Gracious Father, you call your people to service and give them 
varied tasks in the world and in your Church. Grant __name 
grace and strength, that he/she may serve you faithfully to the 
glory of your name; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(544) 

(@ Amen 

6. The leader addresses the newly installed: 

L) The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eter- 

nal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do 
his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever. 

@ Amen 

7, All return to their places. 

Stand 

8 When Holy Communion is celebrated, the service continues with 

the Prayers (22). 

9. When this order is used as a separate service, additional prayers 

may be said. The service then concludes with the blessing. 

L) The Lord almighty bless us, and direct our days and our 
deeds in his peace. 

Amen 
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 
1. » The order for Installation of Elected Parish Officers, page 132, is 

used for the installation of officers within the congregation. 

> The order for Installation of a Lay Professional Leader, page 
136, is used for full-time lay church workers. 

2. » This order may be used preceding Service of the Word, Eve- 
ning Prayer, Responsive Prayer 1 or 2, or Prayer at the Close of 
the Day. 
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OPENING OF A CONVENTION 

1. When used with the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 

used following the Benediction (42). When used apart from the 
Holy Communion, this order is used following a hymn of invoca- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. 

2. The leader is normally the bishop or the presiding officer of the 
convention. 

Stand 

As there are many members in one body, 

so we, though many, are one body in Christ. 

Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 

® 

Cl 

there am I in the midst of them. 

L’ | urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have re- 
ceived, being humble and gentle, eager to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

( Let us pursue justice and peace, for mutual upbuilding. 
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(L| The Lord be with you. 

( And also with you. 

'L! Let us pray. 

Lord God, you taught the hearts of your faithful people by send- 
ing them the light of your Holy Spirit. Grant that we, by your 
Spirit, may have a right judgment in all things and evermore re- 
Joice in his holy counsel; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — 202) 

(§ Amen 

(iL) I declare this convention to be in session in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

( Amen 

3. A hymn may be sung. 
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CLOSING OF A CONVENTION 

I. When used with the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Benediction (42). 

2. The leader is normally the bishop or the presiding officer of the 
convention. 

Stand 

3. A hymn may be sung. 

LL’ You will be my witnesses 

{ to the ends of the earth. 

'L) I chose you and appointed you 

( to bear fruit which abides. 

LL Lo, I will be with you always, 

@ to the end of time. 
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(L} The Lord be with you. 

(@ And also with you. 

‘L) Let us pray. 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious 
favor and further us with your continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your 
holy name and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. — ao) 

(@ Amen 

‘L| Lord God our Father, you kept Abraham and Sarah in safety 
throughout the days of their pilgrimage, you led the children of 
Israel through the midst of the sea, and by a star you led the 
Wise Men to the infant Jesus. Protect and guide us now in this 
time as we set out to travel, make our ways safe and our home- 
comings joyful, and bring us at last to our heavenly home, where 
you dwell in glory with your Son and the Holy Spirit, God 
forever. 269) 

@ Amen 

IL) I now declare this convention closed in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(| Amen 

‘L) Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

( Thanks be to God. 
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INDUCTION OF 
A CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL TEACHER 

1. This order is appropriate where church body polity provides that 
teachers may be called as well as contracted to teach in a Christian 
day school by the congregation(s). 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Sermon (18). The Creed may be said between 

the Sermon and the Hymn of the Day. 

Stand 

3. The Hymn of the Day is sung. 
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INDUCTION OF A CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL TEACHER 

4. A representative of the church council/board/agency comes for- 

ward and addresses the presiding minister: _ 

After prayerful deliberation, we of certify that 
name has been appointed to work as Position _, 

5. The teacher to be inducted is presented to the presiding minister 
by the representative who has announced the appointment. 

Sit 

6. The minister addresses the teacher: 

P Our Lord, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith 
and a life of loving service to our neighbor. You stand among us 
as one called to render a particular service, a gift from God to 
inspire us to love and good works. 

7. As a brief lesson, one or more of the following are read. 

A reading from Romans: Just as each of our bodies has several 
parts and each part has a separate function, so all of us, in union 
with Christ, form one body, and as parts of it we belong to each 
other. Our gifts differ according to the grace given us. If your gift 
is prophecy, then use it as your faith suggests; if administration, 
then use it for administration; if teaching, then use it for teach- 

ing. Let the preachers deliver sermons, the almsgivers give freely, 
the officials be diligent, and those who do works of mercy do 
them cheerfully. Rom. 12:4-8) 

A reading from St. Matthew: Then children were brought to him 
that he might lay his hands on therh and pray. The disciples re- 
buked the people; but Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, 
and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of 
heaven.” = (Matt. 19:13-14) 

8. The minister questions the teacher: 

P Will you assume this ministry in the confidence that it comes 
from God? 

~) I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P Will you teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and 
the Confessions of the Lutheran Church? 

~) I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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INDUCTION OF A CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL TEACHER 

P| Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and 
faithful in your use of the means of grace and in prayer? 

© I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P Will you trust in God’s care, seek to grow in love for those 
you serve, strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the Gos- 
pel of God with a godly life? 

™ I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, 
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform 
them. 

Amen 

9. The minister addresses the congregation: 

P) Tnowdeclare____——name___ aa teacher of name of school 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

10. The teacher may kneel. 

P Let us pray. 

O God of wisdom, in your goodness you provide faithful teach- 
ers for your Church. By your Holy Spirit give all teachers insight 
into your Word, holy lives as examples to us all, and the courage 
to know and do the truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 198) 

Amen 

11. The minister blesses the teacher: 

P| Almighty God, our heavenly Father, guide, bless, and keep 
you, that you may be faithful in the ministry to which you have 
been called. 

Amen 

Stand 
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INDUCTION OF A CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL TEACHER 

12. The prayers are said. 

‘Al Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people according to their needs. 

Prayers are included for the teacher, the school, its students and 

teachers; all ministries in the Church, and all Christians in their 

vocation. 

The congregation may be invited to offer petitions and thanks- 
givings. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

‘A) Lord, in your mercy, OR | ‘Al Let us pray to the Lord. 

(@ Lord, have mercy. (@ hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude; 

'P} Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(@ Amen 

Stand 

13. The peace is shared. 

‘P) The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

(@ And also with you. 

The ministers, the teacher, and the congregation may greet one 
another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you. 1 Peace be with you. 

14, All return to their places. 

Sit 

15. The service continues with the Offering (24). 
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OPENING OF A SCHOOL YEAR 

I. This order is appropriate for the opening of the academic year in 
Christian day schools, high schools, colleges, universities, and semi- 

naries. 

Stand 

2. A hymn may be sung. 

3. The appropriate dialog is read. 

Great are the deeds of the Lord! | 

They are studied by all who delight in them. 

His work is full of majesty and splendor, 
and his righteousness endures forever. 

He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; 

the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding. 
His praise endures forever. -_ 

OR 

Come, children, and listen to me; 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

Teach me, O Lord, your ways. 

I will bless the Lord at all times; 

his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
Teach me, O Lord, your ways. 

I will glory in the Lord; 
let the humble hear and rejoice. 

Teach me, O Lord, your ways. 
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OPENING OF A SCHOOL YEAR 

Sit 

4. One or more lessons from the Bible are read. An address may 
follow. 

Stand 

5. The prayers are said. 

L| The Lord be with you. 

(8 And also with you. 

(L| Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you give wisdom and knowledge. Help us to 
study diligently and to grow in all that is good. Support all who 
teach and all who learn, that together we may know and follow 
your ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —¢s4s) 

(@ Amen 

( Onur Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

(8 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen “yy 

6. A hymn may be sung. 
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= 

OPENING OF A SCHOOL YEAR 

7, The leader says: 

L We begin this school year in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(§ Amen 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

Ik 

2. 

6. 

» When used with another service, the Opening of a School Year 
follows the benediction. 

> One of the following or another eet hymn may be sung. 
“Joyful, joyful we adore thee,” hymn 551 

“O God of youth, whose Spirit in our hearts is Rane hymn 510 

“Oh, worship the King, all-glorious above,” hymn 548 
“With the Lord begin your task,” hymn 444 

“You are the way; through you alone,” hymn 464 

. >» One or more of the following or another appropriate lesson may 
be read. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

Isaiah 55: 1-11 

Matthew 11:25-30 

Matthew 19:13-15 

Luke 8:4-15 

Luke 10:38-42 

Romans 12:4-12 (13-21) 

1 Corinthians 2:6-10, 13-16 

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16 

> Other lessons may be selected from the Daily Lectionary, Lu- 
theran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 97, or from 

the readings appointed for the previous Sunday. 

> Faculty and students may serve as lectors. 

> A hymn may be selected from the list at note 2. 
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CLOSING OF A SCHOOL YEAR 

1. This order is appropriate for the closing of the academic year in 
Christian day schools, high schools, colleges, universities, and semi- 

naries. 

Stand 

2. A hymn may be sung. 

3. The appropriate dialog is read. 

Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
there is no limit to his wisdom. 

We give you thanks, O God, we give you thanks, 
calling upon your name 
and declaring all your wonderful deeds. 

We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, 

and the wonderful works he has done. 

= 

OR 
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CLOSING OF A SCHOOL YEAR 

Those who know your name, O Lord, 

will put their trust in you. 
O Lord, watch over us. 

You never forsake those who seek you, O Lord. 
O Lord, watch over us. 

Sing praise to the Lord; 
proclaim to the peoples the things he has done. 
O Lord, watch over us. 

Sere ee Beet Seat ote sek ee te ee 
Sit 

4. One or more lessons from the Bible may be read. 

Stand 

5. The prayers are said. 

L) The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

L Let us pray. 

L) Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of 
which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is 
leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. — asi) 

OR 

L} Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gra- 
cious favor and further us with your continual help, that in all 
our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may 

glorify your holy name and finally, by your mercy, obtain 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ 20) 

Amen 
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CLOSING OF A SCHOOL YEAR 

@ Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen 

OR 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

6. A hymn may be sung. 

7, The leader says: 

IL] We close this school year in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

(@ Amen 
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CLOSING OF A SCHOOL YEAR 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

1. > When used with another service, the Closing of a School Year 
follows the benediction. 

2. > One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be sung. 
“God, who stretched the spangled heavens,” hymn 463 
“Lead on, O King eternal!” hymn 495 
“Let all things now living,” hymn 557 
“Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word,” hymn 230 
“Now thank we all our God,” hymn 533 or 534 
“On what has now been sown,” hymn 261 

4. > One or more of the following or another appropriate lesson may 
be read. 
Joshua 1:9 (Be strong... ) 
Psalm 91 
Proverbs 3: 1-7 
Proverbs 4:13-18 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
Matthew 5:14-16 
Luke 10:25-27 
John 17:18-23 
Ephesians 6:10-18 
Philippians 2:1-11 
Philippians 4:4-9 
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24, 28 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 (4:1-5) 

> Other lessons may be selected from the Daily Lectionary, Lu- 
theran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 97, or from 
the readings appointed for the previous Sunday. 

» Faculty and students may serve as lectors. 

6. » A hymn may be selected from the list at note 2. 
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ORGANIZATION OF A CONGREGATION 

1, When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the Hymn of the Day (19). 

. Sit 

2. Members may be received. 

3. A representative of the congregation may make a brief statement 
regarding the origin and history of the congregation. 

Stand 
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ORGANIZATION OF A CONGREGATION 

4. The Creed may be said. The Nicene Creed is said on all festi- 
vals and on Sunday. sin the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent, 
and Easter. The Apostles’ Creed is said at other times. The Creed 
is omitted here if a rite with a creed is used for the reception of 
members <2). 

Nicene Creed 

(3 We believe in one God, | 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him ail things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen } 
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ORGANIZATION OF A CONGREGATION 

OR 

Apostles’ Creed 

( I believe in God, the Father almighty, i 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

*Or, He descended to the dead. 

5. The minister addresses the congregation: 

P| You have declared your faith in the triune God, who has es- 
tablished the holy catholic Church as the body of Christ and the 
instrument to accomplish his saving grace for all people. As an 
expression of your common faith and purpose, is it now your in- 
tention to join together in a Christian congregation to be known 
aS ___name of congregation of the church body 9 

@ Yes, by the grace of God. 

‘P| Will you strive to do the work of the kingdom in the bond of 
unity and love, both in the life of this congregation and in the 
work of the whole Church? 

@ Yes, with the help of God. 

P| Will you abide by the constitution of the church body 
as a member congregation of the synod/distriet 2 

(@ Yes, with the help of God. 
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ORGANIZATION OF A CONGREGATION 

P| Will you accept the rights and privileges of membership 
in this church, participating fully in its deliberations and its 
ministry? 

Yes, with the help of God. 

P Upon these, your promises, I hereby declare that 
__hame of congregation _ jg a duly organized and constituted con- 
gregation of the ____church body __in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

P| Let us pray. 

( Almighty God, grant us, your servants, the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. Show us new ways to serve you and our 
neighbor. Make us worthy to bear the sign of the cross in the 
world, and bring us at last into your kingdom of glory; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen (546) 

6. The service continues with the Prayers (22). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> In church bodies in which congregations are organized prior to 

affiliation with the church body/synod/district, the language of this 
service is to be modified accordingly. 
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RECEPTION OF A CONGREGATION 

1. The reception of a congregation into a district/synod normally 
takes place at a meeting of the district/synod. 

2. It is appropriate that the bishop preside. 

3. The bishop may comment on the history of the congregation, 
and then he/she calls for the documents: 

(P| __name of congregation _ has made application for membership in 
the church body . I now ask for a copy of the congrega- 
tion’s statement of intent and a copy of its constitution. 

4. The representative of the congregation hands the documents to 
the bishop, who asks: 

P) Are you, the people of God of __xame of congregation, willing to 
join with us in work and witness, ving under the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and in accordance with the constitution of the 

church body % 

“Yes, by the help of God. 

[P] On behalf of the church body , we receive name of congregation 

as a member congregation of the ___district/synod 

'P) Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your people serve you in many ways. We thank 
you for these brothers and sisters who join in our work and wit- 
ness. Unite us in mission and praise, that with one voice we may 
glorify you both in our witness and in our worship; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (547) 

(3 Amen 
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CLOSING OF A CONGREGATION 

I. This order is used when a congregation ceases its existence and 
vacates its church building. 

2. When set within the liturgy for Holy Communion, this order is 
used following the post-communion canticle (39). 

3. The bishop, or a representative of the bishop, presides at this 
service. 

Stand 

4. The following post-communion prayer is said. 

‘A’ Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life, as you have re- 
freshed those before us who have received your Word and Holy 
Sacraments in this place. Turn our sorrow over the closing of this 
congregation into joy over new opportunities for life and ministry 
in other congregations. In your mercy, strengthen us and your 
whole Church in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. (548) 

(@ Amen 

5. The secretary or another representative of the congregation 
hands the congregation’s records and documents to the presiding 
minister or to another authorized recipient and says: 

These records symbolize the joys and sorrows of the people of 
God in this place. Receive and preserve them so that the minis- 
try of this congregation may be remembered. 
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CLOSING OF A CONGREGATION 

6. The minister addresses the congregation: 

(P) With thanks to God for the work accomplished here, I declare 

this congregation to be closed in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. May the witness of its people 
continue undiminished, empowered by Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
the Church. 

( Amen 

7. Silence for reflection. 

8& The minister blesses the people. 

) Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

OR 

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 
and’ give you peace. 

@ Amen 

9. The people may prepare to move in procession from the build- 
ing, taking the worship furnishings and sacramental vessels. 

At the cross: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 1 Peter 1:3) 

At the candles; 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.” == ohn 8:12) 

At the altar service book; 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. 

(Ps. 22:27) 

256 



CLOSING OF A CONGREGATION 

At the baptismal shell, bowl, ewer: 

We were buried therefore with him by Baptism into death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, we too might walk in newness of life. (Rom. 6:4) 

At the paten and chalice: 

As often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death, until he comes. (1 cor. 11:26) 

At the Bible: 

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand forever. (sa. 40:8) 

10. The minister addresses ihe people: 

P You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

(1 Peter 2:9) 

‘A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

11. A hymn is sung, during which the worship furnishings and sac- 
ramental vessels may be carried in procession. The people may 
follow. 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

> The closing of a congregation is an occasion which is often ac- 
companied by grief, trauma, and nostalgia. It is also an occasion to 
proclaim new opportunities for life and mission. The service should 
be planned to encompass all of these possibilities. 

> If an oral historical review of the congregation's life is desired, it 
may occur before the Entrance Hymn (4), before the lessons (9), or 
at another appropriate time. 
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CLOSING OF A CONGREGATION 

THE SERVICE IN DETAIL 

3. » While it is desirable that one person preside over the entire 

service, circumstances may suggest that the parish pastor preside 

at the Holy Communion. 

4. » When there is no Communion, the first sentence of the prayer 

is omitted. The prayer then begins: “Almighty God, turn our sor- 
LOW ase) 

5. » Care should be taken that the congregation’s records are deliv- 
ered to the archives of the church body or to a place designated 
by the archivist. When the congregation is being closed in order 
to merge or join with another, the proper recipient of the records 
might be an authorized member of the other congregation. In 
that case, copies should be made for the archives of the church 
body. 

9. > The removal of these worship furnishings and sacramental 
vessels during the hymn symbolizes the end of the particular 
ministry in this place. At the same time, however, the biblical 
words spoken here emphasize the ongoing mission of the 
Church. Representatives of the congregation may say the words 
and carry the furnishings and vessels. 

10. » The people are here identified with the continuing ministry 
which has just been announced. They are dismissed in this con- 
text. 

11. >In this service a hymn of praise, thanksgiving, or witness pro- 
vides an appropriate accompaniment to the action. When the 
congregation is closing in order to unite with another and if the 
distance allows, the hymn may continue on to the new place, 
there to become an entrance hyfnn. 

One of the following or another appropriate hymn may be sung. 
“Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,” hymn 505 

“Have no fear, little flock,” hymn 476 

“Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,” hymn 377 
“Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!” hymn 553 

PROPERS 

» When the closing of a congregation is set within the chief service of 
the congregation on a Sunday for which the color is green, the propers 
for the closing of a congregation are used. 

> When the closing of a congregation is set within the chief service of 
the congregation on another Sunday or festival, the propers for that 
Sunday or festival are used. The Prayer of the Day for the closing of a 
congregation is said following the Prayer of the Day appointed for the 
Sunday or festival. 
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CLOSING OF A CONGREGATION 

» When the closing of a congregation is scheduled as a part of a spe- 
cial service (apart from the chief service of the congregation), the 
propers listed below are always used. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and merciful God, you have nourished and sustained 
your people in this place through your Word and Holy Sacra- 
ments. Continue to be present among us, that we might serve 
you, love our neighbors, and spread the Gospel of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (549) 

Psalms and Lessons 
Psalm 13 Psalm 46 Psalm 103 

Psalm 16 Psalm 80 Psalm 121 

Psalm 42 Psalm 90 Psalm 137:1-6 

The Lord of hosts is with us. (2s. 46:4) 

2 Samuel 7: 18-29 Isaiah 66: 1-2 

Isaiah 43:1-7 (8-13) Jeremiah 29: 1-7 

Acts 17:16-34 1 Peter 2:4-10 

Ephesians 2:11-22 Revelation 21:1-4, 22-27 

Matthew 6:25-34 Luke 9:57-62 

Mark 10:23-31 John 15:1-11 

Hymn of the Day 
“A mighty fortress is our God,” hymn 228 or 229 
“My hope is built on nothing less,” hymn 293 or 294 

Verse 
Alleluia. There is one body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, 
one God and Father of us all. Alleluia. (Eph. 4:4-6) 
Or, during Lent the Verse may be Revelation 22:13 or “Return to the Lord.” 

Offertory 
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 
lowliness, meekness, and patience; and above all put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

(Col. 3:12-15) 

Preface: Holy Baptism or All Saints 

Color: of the season 
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GUIDELINES FOR 

RINGING CHURCH BELLS 

Church bells are used primarily to call people to worship and to 
announce the beginning of a service. The bells also ring out to 
express joy, to announce death, to remind people of the obligation 
to pray, and to encourage the absent to join in the prayers of the 

Church. Through the centuries, ce*tain customs have developed 
regarding the use of church bells. 

A single bell 

A single bell may be rung: 

1. on the eve of all Sundays and principal festivals (seven times) 
to anticipate the celebration of the coming day 

2. at early morning on all Sundays and principal festivals (seven 
times) to announce the arrival of the day 

3. one-half hour before and one-quarter hour before each service 
(seven times) to call the faithful to worship 

4. at the hour of each service (seven times, a pause, then three 
single notes) to announce the immediate beginning of worship 
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GUIDELINES FOR RINGING CHURCH BELLS 

. on weekdays (excluding principal festivals) at early morning, 
noon, and evening (three times, a pause, then seven times) to 
remind the community of the responsibility for daily prayer 

. at a marriage 

a. when the marriage service begins (seven times) 

b. as the bridal party leaves the church 

. at death 

a. at intervals of three to seven seconds to announce the death 

of a member of the congregation (the “passing bell’) 

b. as the funeral cortege approaches the church and as the 
body is carried into the church 

c. as the body is carried from the church 

. throughout the Lord’s Prayer at all services (except in Holy 
Week) to invite those in the community to join in praying the 
Lord’s Prayer 

. throughout the singing of “Glory to God in the highest” in 
the Vigil of Easter to sound the Church’s joy at the resurrec- 
tion 

A peal 

A peal usually consists of three bells—a small bell (the prayer 
bell, or the Our Father bell), a medium bell, and a large bell 

(the Domina, or the tolling bell). Sometimes a peal consists of 
five bells. 

The peal of all the bells (plenum) is rung until the largest bell 
has rung seven times: 

is on the eve of all Sundays and principal festivals to anticipate 
the celebration of the coming day 

. at early morning on all Sundays and principal festivals to an- 
nounce the arrival of the day 

. at a marriage 

a. when the marriage service begins 

b. as the bridal party leaves the church 

. throughout the singing of “Glory to God in the highest” in 
the Vigil of Easter to sound the Church’s joy at the resurrec- 
tion 
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GUIDELINES FOR RINGING CHURCH BELLS 

One-half hour before each service on all Sundays and principal 
festivals, the smallest bell is rung (seven times). One-quarter hour 
before each service on all Sundays and principal festivals, the 
smallest and medium bells are rung (seven times). 

At the hour of each service on all Sundays and principal festi- 
vals, the peal is rung, then a pause, then the largest bell is rung 
three times. 

On weekdays (excluding principal festivals) at early morning, 
noon, and evening, the smallest bell is rung (three times, a pause, 
then seven times) to remind the community of the responsibility 
for daily prayer. 

On Fridays (except Good Friday when all the bells are silent) 
the largest bell may be tolled (seven times) at 3:00 p.m. to re- 
mind the community of the death of Christ. 

Throughout the Lord’s Prayer at all services (except in Holy 
Week), the smallest bell is rung to invite those in the community 
to join in praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

The largest bell is tolled to announce a death, as the funeral 
cortege approaches the church, as the body is carried into the 
church, and as the body is carried from the church. 

All the bells are silent from the beginning of the Maundy Thursday 
Liturgy until the “Glory to God in the highest” at the Vigil of 

Easter (or the Hymn of Praise at the first service of Easter). This 
absence of bell ringing reminds the community of the Passion and 

death of Christ and serves to heighten the Joy at the resurrection. 
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SUNDAYS AND PRINCIPAL FESTIVALS 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Str up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your 
strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. (1) 
A. Matthew 24:37-44 B. Mark 13:33-37 C. Luke 21:25-36 

or Matthew 21:1-11 or Mark 11:1-10 or Luke 19:28-40 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only 
Son. By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed 
light on our path through the darkness of this world; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Q) 

A. Matthew 3:1-12 B. Mark 1:1-8 C. Luke 3:1-6 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Almighty God, you once called John the Baptist to give witness 
to the coming of your Son and to prepare his way. Grant us, 
your people, the wisdom to see your purpose today and the 
openness to hear your will, that we may witness to Christ’s com- 
ing and so prepare his way; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit; one God, now and 
forever. 3) ; 

OR 
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Lord, hear our prayers and come to us, bringing light into the 
darkness of our hearts; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. —@) 
A. Matthew 11:2-11 B. John 1:6-8, 19-28 C. Luke 3:7-18 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the hindrance 
of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, 
that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for- 
ever. © 
A. Matthew 1:18-25 B. Luke 1:26-38 C. Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
Christmas Day 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the bright- 
ness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in 
the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 6) 

OR 

Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, 
Jesus, redeemer of the world. We pray that his birth as a human 
child will set us free from the old slavery of our sin; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (7) 

A, BEG 
1. Luke 2:1-20 2. John 1:1-14 3. Luke 2: 1-20 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonder- 
fully restored the dignity of human nature. In your mercy, let us 
share the divine life of Jesus Christ who came to share our hu- 
manity, and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (8) 

A. Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 B. Luke 2:25-40 C. Luke 2:41-52 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word 
who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith 
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shine in all that we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. =) 
A, B, C. John 1:1-18 

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
January 6 

Lord God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by 
the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your pres- 
ence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your 
glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

(10) 
A, B, C. Matthew 2:1-12 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
First Sunday after the Epiphany 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful in 
their calling to be your children and inheritors with him of ever- 
lasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for- 
ever. (1) 
A. Matthew 3:13-17 B. Mark 1:4-11 C. Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Lord God, you showed your glory and led many to faith by the 
works of your Son. As he brought gladness and healing to his 
people, grant us these same gifts and lead us also to perfect faith 
in him, Jesus Christ our Lord. (12) 

A. John 1:29-41 B. John 1:43-51 C. John 2:1-11 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and 
to teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit, 
that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the 
brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (13) 

A. Matthew 4:12-23 B. Mark 1:14-20 C. Luke 4:14-21 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

O God, you know that we cannot withstand the dangers which 

surround us. Strengthen us in body and spirit so that, with your 

help, we may be able to overcome the weakness that our sin 
has brought upon us; through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. 

(14) 

A. Matthew 5:1-12 B. Mark 1:21-28 Cyibuker41=3) 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Almighty God, you sent your only Son as the Word of life for 
our eyes to see and our ears to hear. Help us to believe with 
joy what the Scriptures proclaim, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (15) 

A. Matthew 5:13-20 B. Mark 1:29-39 ©) iiiles: Seles 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Lord God, mercifully receive the prayers of your people. Help us 
to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us 
grace and power to do them; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 16) 
A. Matthew 5:20-37 B. Mark 1:40-45 C. Luke 6:17-26 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Lord God, we ask you to keep your family, the Church, always 
faithful to you, that all who lean on the hope of your promises 
may gain strength from the power of your love; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (17) 

OR 

God of compassion, keep before us the love you have revealed 
in your Son, who prayed even for his enemies; in our words and 
deeds help us to be like him through whom we pray, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (18) 

A. Matthew 5:38-48 B. Mark 2:1-12 C. Luke 6:27-38 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

Almighty and everlasting God, ruler of heaven and earth: Hear 
our prayer and give us your peace now and forever; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. as) 
A. Matthew 6:24-34 B. Mark 2: 18-22 C. Luke 6:39-49 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
Last Sunday afier the Epiphany 

Almighty God, on the mountain you showed your glory in the 
transfiguration of your Son. Give us the vision to see beyond the 
turmoil of our world and to behold the king in all his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (20) 

OR 

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in 
the voice from the bright cloud you foreshadowed our adoption 
as your children. Make us with the king heirs of your glory, and 
bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 21) 

A. Matthew 17:1-9 B. Mark 9:2-9 C. Luke 9:28-36 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made 
and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us 
new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we 
may obtain from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and for- 
giveness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. — (22) 
A, B, C. Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
O Lord God, you led your ancient people through the wilderness 
and brought them to the promised land. Guide now the people 
of your Church, that, following our Savior, we may walk through 
the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to 
come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for- 
ever. (24) 

OR 

267 



PRAYERS OF THE DAY 

Lord God, our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within 
and around us, and our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits 
and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your Word and, when 
we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (25) 

A. Matthew 4:1-11 B. Mark 1:12-15 C. Luke 4: 1-13 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

Heavenly Father, it is your glory always to have mercy. Bring 
back all who have erred and strayed from your ways; lead them 
again to embrace in faith the truth of your Word and to hold it 
fast; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and i 

OR 

God our Father, your Son once welcomed an outcast woman 
because of her faith. Give us faith like hers, that we also may 
trust only in your love for us and may accept one another as we 
have been accepted by you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (27) 

A. John 4:5-26 (27-30, B. Mark 8:31-38 C. Luke 13:31-35 
39-42) 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT , 

Eternal Lord, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world 
through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to 
hear your Word and obey it, so that we become instruments of 
your redeeming love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. as) 

A. John 9: 1-41 B. John 2:13-22 C. Luke 13:1-9 
or John 9: 13-17, 

34-39 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

God of all mercy, by your power to heal and to forgive, gra- 
ciously cleanse us from all sin and make us strong; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. —_@») 
A. Matthew 20: 17-28 B. John 3:14-21 C. Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Almighty God, our redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to 
be your messengers of forgiveness and hope in the world. Renew 
us by your Holy Spirit, that we may follow your commands and 
proclaim your reign of love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (30) 

A. John 11:1-53 B. John 12:20-33 C. Luke 20:9-19 

or John 11:47-53 

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
Palm Sunday 

Almighty God, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to 
take our flesh upon him and to suffer death on the cross. Grant 
that we may share in his obedience to your will and in the glori- 
ous victory of his resurrection; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Gl) 

A. Matthew 26: 1—27:66 B. Mark 14:1—15:47 @, Touke 22: 1-=23:56 

or Matthew 27:11-54 or Mark 15:1-39 or Luke 23:1-49 

MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK 

O God, your Son chose the path which led to pain before joy 
and the cross before glory. Plant his cross in our hearts, so that 
in its power and love we may come at last to joy and glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. a) 
A, B, C. John 12:1-11 

TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you. Grant that our love 
may not grow cold in your service, and that we may not fail or 
deny you in the hour of trial. —@s) 
A, B, C. John 12:20-36 

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 

Almighty God, your Son our Savior suffered at the hands of men 
and endured the shame of the cross. Grant that we may walk 
in the way of his cross and find it the way of life and peace; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 6) 
A, B, C. Matthew 26: 14-25 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus 

gave his disciples a new commandment: To love one another as 

he had loved them. By your Holy Spirit write this commandment 

in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for- 
ever. 37) 

OR 

Lord God, in a wonderful Sacrament you have left us a memo- 
rial of your suffering and death. May this Sacrament of your 
body and blood so work in us that the way we live will pro- 
claim the redemption you have brought; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 38) 
A. John 13:1-17, 34 B. Mark 14:12-26 C. Luke 22:7-20 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family, 
for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and 
to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on 
the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. —_ 9) 

OR 

Lord Jesus, you carried our sins ingyour own body on the tree so 
that we might have life. May we and all who remember this day 
find new life in you now and in the world to come, where you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for- 
ever. (40) 
A, B, C. John 18:1—19:42 or John 19:17-30 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
Easter Day 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for 
our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us 
from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, so that 
we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. —_ 2) 

OR 
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Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and 
opened for us the gate of everlasting life. Give us your continual 
help; put good desires into our minds and bring them to full ef- 
fect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. —_ 3) 

A. John 20: 1-9 (10-18) B. Mark 16:1-8 C. Luke 24:1-11 
or Matthew 28: 1-10 or John 20: 1-9 or John 20:1-9 

(10-18) (10-18) 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
Easter Evening 

Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s 
resurrection. Give us also the joys of life in your service, and 
bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. — 4) 
A, B, C. Luke 24: 13-49 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Almighty God, we have celebrated with joy the festival of our 
Lord’s resurrection. Graciously help us to show the power of the 
resurrection in all that we say and do; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (65) 

A, B, C. John 20:19-31 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 
world, rescuing us from the hopelessness of death. Grant your 
faithful people a share in the joys that are eternal; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (66) 

A. Luke 24: 13-35 B. Luke 24:36-49 C. John 21:1-14 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the 
great shepherd of the sheep. Send us as shepherds to rescue the 
lost, to heal the injured, and to feed one another with knowledge 
and understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. —7) 

OR 
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Almighty God, you show the light of your truth to those in dark- 
ness, to lead them into the way of righteousness. Give strength to 
all who are joined in the family of the Church, so that they will 
resolutely reject what erodes their faith and firmly follow what 
faith requires; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. (68) 
A. John 10: 1-10 B. John 10:11-18 C. John 10:22-30 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. 
Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, 
that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed 

where true joy is found; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (69) 

A. John 14: 1-12 B. John 15:1-8 @* John 13231235 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspi- 
ration of your Spirit to think those things which are right, and by 
your goodness help us to do them; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 70) 
A. John 14: 15-21 B. John 15;9-17 C. John 14:23-29 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
Almighty God, your only Son was taken up into heaven and in 
power intercedes for us. May we also come into your presence 
and live forever in your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 7) 
A, B, C. Luke 24:44-53 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Almighty and eternal God, your Son our Savior is with you in 
eternal glory. Give us faith to see that, true to his promise, he is 
among us still, and will be with us to the end of time; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for- 
ever. (72) 

OR 
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God, our creator and redeemer, your Son Jesus prayed that his 
followers might be one. Make all Christians one with him as he 
is one with you, so that in peace and concord we may carry to 
the world the message of your love; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 73) 

A. John 17:1-11 B. John 17:11b-19 C. John 17:20-26 

VIGIL OF PENTECOST 

Almighty and ever-living God, you fulfilled the promise of Easter 
by sending your Holy Spirit to unite the races and nations on 
earth and thus to proclaim your glory. Look upon your people 
gathered in prayer, open to receive the Spirit’s flame. May it 
come to rest in our hearts and heal the divisions of word and 
tongue, that with one voice and one song we may praise your 
name in joy and thanksgiving; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (74) 

A, B, C. John 7:37-39a (. . . were to receive) 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as you sent upon the 
disciples the promised gift of the Holy Spirit, look upon your 
Church and open our hearts to the power of the Spirit. Kindle in 
us the fire of your love, and strengthen our lives for service in 
your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 75) 

OR 

God our creator, earth has many languages, but your Gospel 
announces your love to all nations in one heavenly speech. Make 
us messengers of the good news that, through the power of your 
Spirit, everyone everywhere may unite in one song of praise; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for- 
ever. (76) 

A. John 20:19-23 B. John 7:37-39a C. John 15:26-27; 

(. . . were to receive) 16:4b-11 
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THE HOLY TRINITY 
First Sunday after Pentecost 

Almighty God our Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, re- 
newing and fulfilling creation by your eternal Spirit, and 
revealing your glory through our Lord, Jesus Christ: Cleanse us 
from doubt and fear, and enable us to worship you, with your 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, living and reigning, now and 
forever. 77) 

OR 

Almighty and ever-living God, you have given us grace, by the 
confession of the true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the 
eternal Trinity and, in the power of your divine majesty, to wor- 
ship the unity. Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and 
bring us at last to see your eternal glory, one God, now and 
forever. (78) 

A. Matthew 28: 16-20 B. John 3:1-17 C. John 16:12-15 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Lord God of all nations, you have revealed your will to your 
people and promised your help to us all. Help us to hear and to 
do what you command, that the darkness may be overcome by 
the power of your light; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(79) 
A. Matthew 7:(15-20) B. Mark 2:23-28 C..Luke 7:1-10 

21-29 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

O God, the strength of those who hope in you: Be present and 
hear our prayers; and, because in the weakness of our mortal 

nature we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of 
your grace, so that in keeping your commandments we may 
please you in will and deed; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (a0) 

A. Matthew 9:9-13 B. Mark 3:20-35 CeLuke7 E17 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

God, our maker and redeemer, you have made us a new com- 
pany of priests to bear witness to the Gospel. Enable us to be 
faithful to our calling to make known your promises to all the 
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. sy 
A. Matthew 9:35—10:8 B. Mark 4:26-34 C. Luke 7:36-50 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

O God our defender, storms rage about us and cause us to be 
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 
daughters from fear, and preserve us all from unbelief; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 2) 
A. Matthew 10:24-33 B. Mark 4:35-41 C. Luke 9:18-24 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving 
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed 
all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(83) 

A. Matthew 10:34-42 B. Mark 5:21-24a, 35-43 C. Luke 9:51-62 

or Mark 5:24b-34 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

God of glory, Father of love, peace comes from you alone. Send 
us as peacemakers and witnesses to your kingdom, and fill our 
hearts with joy in your promises of salvation; hho your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (sa) 
A. Matthew 11:25-30 B. Mark 6:1-6 C; Luke 10:1=12, 

16 (17-20) 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live ac- 
cording to it, and grow in faith and hope and love; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (85) 

OR 

Lord God, use our lives to touch the world with your love. Stir 
us, by your Spirit, to be neighbor to those in need, serving them 
with willing hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (86) 
A. Matthew 13:1-9 (18-23) B. Mark 6:7-13 C. Luke 10:25-37 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Pour out upon us, O Lord, the spirit to think and do what is 
right, that we, who cannot even exist without you, may have the 
strength to live according to your will; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (87) 

OR 
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O God, you see how busy we are with many things. Turn us to 
listen to your teachings and lead us to choose the one thing 
which will not be taken from us, Jesus Christ our Lord. (88) 

A. Matthew 13:24-30 B. Mark 6:30-34 C. Luke 10:38-42 

(36-43) 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your servants. 
Open our hearts and minds to you, that we may live in harmony 
with your will and receive the gifts of your Spirit; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (89) 

A. Matthew 13:44-52 B. John 6: 1-15 C. Luke 11: 1-13 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Gracious Father, your blessed Son came down from heaven to 

be the true bread which gives life to the world. Give us this 
bread, that he may live in us and we in him, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. (90) 

OR 

Almighty God, judge of us all, you have placed in our hands the 
wealth we call our own. Give us such wisdom by your Spirit that 
Our possessions may not be a curse in our lives, but an instru- 
ment for blessing; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. — @) 
A. Matthew 14:13-21 B. John 6:24-35 CP buke 213-21 

* 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to 
hear than we are to pray, and to give more than we either desire 
or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving 
us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us 
those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except 
through the merit of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 2) 
A. Matthew 14:22-33 B. John 6:41-51 C. Luke 12:32-40 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Almighty and ever-living God, you have given great and precious 
promises to those who believe. Grant us the perfect faith which 
overcomes all doubts, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(93) 

A. Matthew 15:21-28 B. John 6:51-S8 C. Luke 12:49-53 
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

God of all creation, you reach out to call people of all nations to 
your kingdom. As you gather disciples from near and far, count 
us also among those who boldly confess your Son Jesus Christ as 
Lord. (94) 

A. Matthew 16:13-20 B. John 6:60-69 C. Luke 13:22-30 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path of suf- 
fering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, 
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow 
his commands; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (95) 

A. Matthew 16:21-26 B. Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, C. Luke 14:1, 7-14 
21-23 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Almighty and eternal God, you know our problems and our 
weaknesses better than we ourselves. In your love and by your 
power help us in our confusion and, in spite of our weakness, 
make us firm in faith; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(90) 

A. Matthew 18:15-20 B. Mark 7:31-37 C. Luke 14:25-33 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing 
mercy and pity. Grant us the fullness of your grace, that, pursu- 
ing what you have promised, we may share your heavenly glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (97) 

A. Matthew 18:21-35 B. Mark 8:27-35 C. Luke 15:1-10 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no 
one standing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work of your king- 
dom, and help us to order our lives by your wisdom, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ 8) 
A. Matthew 20: 1-16 B. Mark 9:30-37 C, Luke 1621-13 
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 

grace to overcome them; keep us from those things that harm us, 
and guide us in the way of salvation; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. —) 
A. Matthew 21:28-32 B. Mark 9:38-50 C. Luke 16:19-31 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Our Lord Jesus, you have endured the doubts and foolish ques- 
tions of every generation. Forgive us for trying to be judge over 
you, and grant us the confident faith to acknowledge you as 
Lord. (100) 

A. Matthew 21:33-43 B. Mark 10:2-16 C. Luke 17:1-10 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Almighty God, source of every blessing, your generous goodness 
comes to us anew every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us 
to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and 
serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (101) 

A. Matthew 22: 1-10 B. Mark 10: 17-27 C. Luke 17:11-19 

(11-14) (28-30) 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your 
glory among the nations. Preserve the works of your mercy, that 
your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast 
faith in the confession of your name; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 102) 

A. Matthew 22:15-21 B. Mark 10:35-45 C. Luke 18:1-8a 

(.. . vindicate them 
speedily) 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, 
hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, 
make us love what you command; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (103) 

A. Matthew 22:34-40 B. Mark 10:46-52 C. Luke 18:9-14 

(41-46) 

278 



PRAYERS OF THE DAY 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Lord, when the day of wrath comes we have no hope except in 
your grace. Make us so to watch for the last days that the con- 
summation of our hope may be the joy of the marriage feast of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 10) 
A. Matthew 25:1-13 B. Mark 12:28-34 (35-37) C. Luke 19:1-10 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people to seek more 
eagerly the help you offer, that, at the last, they may enjoy the 
fruit of salvation; through our Lord Jesus Christ. (105) 

A. Matthew 25:14-30 B. Mark 12:41-44 C. Luke 20:27-38 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Lord God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit that, always keeping in mind the end of all things 
and the day of judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of life 
here and may live with you forever in the world to come; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ (106) 
A. Matthew 23:1-12 B. Mark 13:1-13 C. Luke 21:5-19 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Almighty and ever-living God, before the earth was formed and 
even after it ceases to be, you are God. Break into our short 
span of life and let us see the signs of your final will and pur- 
pose; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. «ion 

A. Matthew 24:1-14 B. Mark 13:24-31 Caiinke os =27, 

CHRIST THE KING 
Last Sunday after Pentecost 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all 
things to your beloved Son, whom you anointed priest forever 
and king of all creation: Grant that all the people of the earth, 
now divided by the power of sin, may be united under the glori- 
ous and gentle rule of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,.now and 

forever (108) 

A. Matthew 25:31-46 B. John 18:33-37 C. Luke 23:35-43 
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LESSER FESTIVALS 

ST. ANDREW, APOSTLE 
November 30 

Almighty God, as the apostle Andrew readily obeyed the call of 
Christ and followed him without delay, grant that we, called by 
your holy Word, may in glad obedience offer ourselves to your 
service; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(109) 

A, B, C. John 1:35-42 

ST. THOMAS, APOSTLE 
December 21 

Almighty and ever-living God, you have given great and precious 
promises to those who believe. Grant us that perfect faith which 

overcomes all doubts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. (110) 

A, B, C. John 14:1-7 

ST. STEPHEN, DEACON AND MARTYR 
December 26 

Grant us grace, O Lord, that like Stephen we may learn to love 
even our enemies and seek forgiveness for those who desire our 
hurt; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(ll 

A, B, C. Matthew 23:34-39 

ST. JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
December 27 

Merciful Lord, let the brightness of your light shine on your 
Church, so that all of us, instructed by the teachings of John, 
your apostle and evangelist, may walk in the light of your truth 
and attain eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 112) 

A, B, C. John 21:20-25 
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THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS 
December 28 

We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the holy innocents 
of Bethlehem by order of King Herod. Receive, we pray, into the 
arms of your mercy all innocent victims, and by your great might 
frustrate the designs of evil tyrants and establish your rule of jus- 
tice, love, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for- 
ever. (113) 
A, B, C. Matthew 2:13-18 

THE NAME OF JESUS 
January 1 

Eternal Father, you gave your Son the name of Jesus to be a 
sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior 
of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 14) 
Abe GC. buke 2221 

THE CONFESSION OF ST. PETER 
January 18 

Almighty God, you inspired Simon Peter to confess Jesus as the 
Messiah and Son of the living God. Keep your Church firm on 
the rock of this faith, that in unity and peace it may proclaim 
one truth and follow one Lord, your Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (115) 

A, B, C. Matthew 16:13-19 

THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL 
January 25 

Lord God, through the preaching of your apostle Paul, you es- 
tablished one Church from among the nations. As we celebrate 
his conversion, we pray that we may follow his example and be 
witnesses to the truth in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. (116) 
A, B, C. Luke 21:10-19 
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THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD 
February 2 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have sent us your sal- 

vation. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit to see with our own eyes 

him who is the glory of Israel and the light for all nations, your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (117) 

A, B, C. Luke 2:22-40 

ST. MATTHIAS, APOSTLE 
February 24 

Almighty God, you chose your faithful servant Matthias to be 
numbered among the Twelve. Grant that your Church, being de- 
livered from false apostles, may always be taught and guided by 
faithful and true pastors; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (118) 

A, B, C. Luke 6:12-16 

THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD 
March 25 

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we, who have 

known the incarnation of your Son, Jesus Christ, announced by 
an angel, may by his cross and Passion be brought to the glory 
of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (119) 

A, B, C. Luke 1:26-38 

ST. MARK, EVANGELIST 
April 25 

Almighty God, you have enriched your Church with Mark’s 
proclamation of the Gospel. Give us grace to believe firmly in 
the good news of salvation and to walk daily in accord with it; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (120) 
A, B, C. Mark 1:1-15 
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ST. PHILIP AND ST. JAMES, APOSTLES 
May 1 

Almighty God, to know you is to have eternal life. Grant us to 
know your Son as the way, the truth, and the life; and guide our 
footsteps along the way of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

(121) 
A, B, C. John 14:8-14 

THE VISITATION 
May 31 

Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of 
your Son, you made known your gracious regard for the poor 
and the lowly and the despised. Grant us grace to receive your 
Word in humility, and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (122) 

A, B, C. Luke 1:39-47 

ST. BARNABAS, APOSTLE 
June 11 

Grant, almighty God, that we may follow the example of your 
faithful servant Barnabas, who, seeking not his own renown but 

the well-being of your Church, gave generously of his life and 
substance for the relief of the poor and the spread of the Gos- 
pel; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (123) 

A, B, C. Matthew 10:7-16 

THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
June 24 

Almighty God, you called John the Baptist to give witness to the 
coming of your Son and to prepare his way. Grant to your peo- 
ple the wisdom to see your purpose and the openness to hear 
your will, that we too may witness to Christ’s coming and so pre- 
pare his way; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. (124) 
A, B, C. Luke 1:57-67 (68-80) 
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ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL, APOSTLES 
June 29 

Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified 
you by their martyrdom: Grant that your Church, instructed by 
their teaching and example, and knit together in unity by your 
Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, which is 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (125) 

A, B, C. Mark 8:27-35 

ST. MARY MAGDALENE 
July 22 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ restored Mary Magdalene 
to health of body and mind, and called her to be a witness of his 

resurrection. Heal us now in body and mind, and call us to serve 
you in the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. (126) 

A, B, C. John 20:1-2, 11-18 

ST. JAMES THE ELDER, APOSTLE 
July 25 

O gracious God, we remember before you today your servant 
and apostle James, first among the Twelve to suffer martyrdom 
for the name of Jesus Christ. Pour*out upon the leaders of your 
Church that spirit of self-denying service which is the true mark 
of authority among your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. (127) 

A, B, C. Mark 10:35-45 

MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD 
August 15 

Almighty God, you chose the virgin Mary to be the mother of 
your only Son. Grant that we, who have been redeemed by his 
blood, may share with her in the glory of your eternal kingdom; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 128) 
A, B, C. Luke 1:46-55 
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE 
August 24 

Almighty and everlasting God, who gave to your apostle Barthol- 
omew grace truly to believe and to preach your Word: Grant 
that your Church may love what he believed and preach what he 
taught; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

(129) 
A, B, C. John 1:43-51 

HOLY CROSS DAY 
September 14 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the 
cross so that he might draw the whole world to himself. Grant 
that we who glory in his death for our salvation may also glory 
in his call to take up our cross and follow him; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (130) 

A, B, C. John 12:20-33 

ST. MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 
September 21 

Almighty God, your Son our Savior called a despised collector 
of taxes to become one of his apostles. Help us, like Matthew, 
to respond to the transforming call of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. (131) 

A, B, C. Matthew 9:9-13 

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
September 29 

Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonder- 
ful order the ministries of angels and mortals. Mercifully grant 
that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you in 
heaven, so by your appointment they may help and defend us 
here on earth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. (132) 

A, B, C. Luke 10:17-20 
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ST. LUKE, EVANGELIST 
October 15 

Almighty God, you inspired your servant Luke the physician to 
reveal in his Gospel the love and healing power of your Son. 
Give your Church the same love and power to heal, to the glory 
of your name; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. (133) 

A, B, C. Luke 1:1-4; 24:44 (Then Jesus said. . .)-53 

ST. SIMON AND ST. JUDE, APOSTLES 
October 28 

O God, we thank you for the glorious company of the apostles 
and, especially on this day, for Simon and Jude. We pray that, as 
they were faithful and zealous in their mission, so we may with 
ardent devotion make known the love and mercy of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (134) 
A, B, C. John 14:21-27 

REFORMATION DAY 

October 31 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit upon 
your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect 
and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all 
their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 135) 
A, B, C. John 8:31-36 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
November 1 

Almighty God, whose people are knit together in one holy 
Church, the body of Christ our Lord: Grant us grace to follow 
your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to 
know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who 
love you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 136) 

A, B, C. Matthew 5:1-12 
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PRAYERS DURING THE 
TIME OF SEPARATION OR DIVORCE 

As a pastor ministers to those going through separation or divorce, 

certain sections of Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers, page 48, may be 

read or adapted: Anxiety, Apprehension, Fear; Guilt; Loneliness; 

Impending Death or Irreversible Illness; Anger, Bitterness, Self- 

Pity, Turmoil. 

Circumstances may indicate that Individual Confession and For- 
giveness, page 45, or Corporate Confession and Forgiveness, 

Lutheran Book of Worship: Ministers Edition, page 3/8 [193], is 
appropriate. 

FOR THE INDIVIDUAL(S) 

God of compassion and grace, in your steadfast love accompany 
name(s) . As you ever work to restore and renew your 

people, overcome bitterness with your joy, hatred with your love, 
brokenness with your life; and give us hope through the death 
and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 50) 

FOR THE INDIVIDUALS AS PARENTS 

Loving God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, help —_—_names__ 

understand that parenthood remains a link between husband and 
wife, even though they separate. Guide them by your gracious 
mercy, that in the love of each parent the children may know the 
joy of family; through our Lord Jesus Christ. <5!) 
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FOR THE CHILDREN 

God of all grace, give to names of children__ the gift of compas- 
sion and understanding as they grow in knowledge of themselves, 
of their family, and of the world, that they may leave behind any 
feelings of anger and guilt and self-pity, and become the people 
you want them to be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (552) 

FOR THE FAMILIES 

Hear us, good Lord, as we intercede for the families of this 
couple. Help them by your grace to be understanding and sup- 
portive. Banish anger and bitterness; nourish forgiveness and rec- 
onciliation. Open their ears to hear the truth within the words 
spoken by others; open their eyes to see the reality beneath an- 
other’s appearance; and make the mutual affection of families a 
sign of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ 3) 

OTHER PRAYERS 

O God, by whom your people are guided in judgment: Enable 
us in all our doubts and uncertainties to ask what you would 
have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all 
false choices, and that in your light we may see light, and in 
your straight path we may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (554) 

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, 
in the midst of our struggles, to Confront one another without 
hatred or bitterness, and to work together with mutual forbear- 
ance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (555) 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move 
every human heart, that the barriers which divide us may crum- 
ble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease, and that, with our 

divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (167) 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us 
through Jesus your Son. Look with compassion on the whole 
human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect 
our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 

bonds of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, work to 

accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 
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nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heav- 
enly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. a7 

O God, the Lord of all, your Son commanded us to love our 
enemies and to pray for them. Lead us from prejudice to truth; 
deliver us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and enable us to 

stand before you, reconciled through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 180) 

O most loving Father, you want us to give thanks for all things, 
to fear nothing except losing you, and to lay all our cares on 
you, knowing that you care for us. Protect us from faithless fears 
and worldly anxieties, and grant that no clouds in this mortal life 
may hide from us the light of your immortal love shown to us in 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. —204) 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 

Grant that we may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and 
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. — aus) 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS 

Lord God, you taught the hearts of your faithful people by send- 
ing them the light of your Holy Spirit. Grant that we, by your 
Spirit, may have a right judgment in all things and evermore re- 
joice in his holy counsel; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 02) 

Loving God, in Holy Baptism you have gathered us together 
across all human divisions, and have reconciled us to yourself in 
one body through the cross. Strengthen us now by your presence, 
that our thoughts and actions may be rooted and grounded in 
your love for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (556) 

Almighty God, you have called us to labor in your vineyard, and 
without you we can do nothing. Grant us your gracious presence 
at this meeting, that what we do will build up your whole 
Church. Let your Holy Spirit govern and direct us, that we may 
consult together peacefully, pleasing you with all that we say and 
do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 657) 

Lord, where two or three gather in your name, you promised to 
be with them and share their fellowship. Look down upon your 
family gathered in your name, and graciously pour out your 
blessing upon us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. ai) 
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation 
of apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the corner- 
stone. Grant that the people of this parish may be joined 
together as a holy temple, a place where you dwell. Send your 
Holy Spirit upon us that, guided by your Word and strengthened 
by your Sacraments, we may plan and do things which will be 
for the good of your Church and the glory of your name; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (558) 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious 

favor and further us with your continual help, that in all our 

works, begun, continued, end ended in you, we may glorify your 
holy name and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (220) 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Almighty God, we give you thanks that you provide for the work 
of your Church through the different gifts of the members of this 
committee/task force/group. Help us to recognize and act upon 
every opportunity for service. Guide our diversity by your one 
Spirit, that everything we think, say, and do may be for the com- 
mon good of your Church; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (559) 

Almighty God, all that we possess is from your loving hand. 
Give us grace that we may honor you with all we own, always 
remembering the account we must one day give to Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (183) 

O God, increase the faith and energy of your Church to desire 
and work for the salvation of all people, that they might be freed 
from sin and that hope be renewed in many hearts, to the in- 
crease of the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. —_ 190) 

Lord God of our salvation, it is your will that all people might 
come to you through your Son Jesus Christ. Inspire our witness 
to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the 
hope of his resurrection. We pray in his name. (192) 
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God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to worship in 
heaven: Be with your servants who make art and music for your 
people, that with joy we on earth may glimpse your beauty; and 
bring us to the fulfillment of that hope of perfection which will 
be ours as we stand before your unveiled glory. We pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. (197) 

O God of wisdom, in your goodness you provide faithful teach- 
ers for your Church. By your Holy Spirit give all teachers insight 
into your Word, holy lives as examples to us all, and the courage 
to know and do the truth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (198) 

Lord God, your Son came among us to serve and not to be 
served, and to give his life for the world. Lead us by his love to 
serve all those to whom the world offers no comfort and little 
help. Through us give hope to the hopeless, love to the unloved, 
peace to the troubled, and rest to the weary; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. «aaiy 

MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 

Lord Jesus, you sent your followers to teach all nations, and you 
promised to be present with us always. Guide our teaching and 
our learning, so that all we do may contribute to the building up 
of your body, the Church. (560) * 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that in many ways and 
through many people your Holy Spirit gathers us into your 
Church. Be present with us now that, discovering the length and 
breadth and height and depth of your love for us, we may be 
filled with the fullness of your grace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (561) 

WEDDING RECEPTIONS 

Loving God, your Son used the joy of the marriage feast as a 
sign of the joy of your kingdom. Be present with us now to bless 
our feasting and celebration, and bring us finally to the joy of 
celebrating with you in your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (562) 
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Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe. You 
have created joy and gladness, bride and bridegroom, mirth and 
exultation, pleasure and delight, peace and fellowship. As you 
have blessed us today, so bring us at last to celebrate with you 
the marriage feast of the Lamb. Blessed are you, O Lord our 
God, giver of love and salvation and joy. —_<5«3) 

THOSE LEAVING (Students, Military Personnel) 

Gracious God, you have united us all in one body. We give you 
thanks for name . As he/she leaves now to __take up __ 

fife a5 2: student; serve his/her country _, surround him/her with your love 

and protection. Comfort all of us with the knowledge that in you 
Wwe are joined together, and bring us at last to the fullness of joy; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (564) 

THOSE RETURNING 

Lord God, heavenly Father, you preserve our going out and our 
coming in all the days of our lives. We give you thanks that 

name has returned to us. Bless our life together in 
this community, and give us your grace, that we may discover 
and appreciate what is new in each other and rejoice in what is 
familiar; through Jesus Christ our Lord. (565) 

TIME OF CONFLICT, CRISIS, DISASTER 

We pray to you, almighty God, in this time of 
You are our refuge and our strength, a very present help in time 
of trouble. Do not let us fail in the face of these events. Uphold 
us with your love, and give us the strength we need. Help us in 
our confusion, and guide our actions. Heal the hurt, console the 
bereaved and afflicted, protect the innocent and helpless, and 
deliver any who are still in peril; for the sake of your great 
mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord. (566) 

Lord, graciously hear us, for we seek you alone. Calm our bodies 
and minds with the peace which passes understanding, and make 
us radiant with joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. G12) 
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Lord Jesus, you have overcome the world, and all power and 
authority is yours. When evil seems to triumph, give us courage 
and faith, and help us never to forget that you are with us to the 
end of time. To you be glory now and forever. —_@8) 

EXPECTANT PARENTS 

Almighty God, your wisdom abounds in the glory of creation 
and is beyond our understanding. Your love for us and all crea- 
tures is as gentle as a father’s and as tender as a mother’s. We 
give you thanks for creating new life. Our hearts are filled with 
joy and expectation. We proclaim your greatness and ask your 
sustaining care for __name(s) of paren) __ that all of us may grow in 
wisdom and grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. —_¢s67) 

BIRTH OF A CHILD 

God our creator, we give you thanks for a new life begun among 
us in the gift of baby’s name . Give 4 = vanes) of parem(s) 
wisdom and patience, that they may always cherish this child as 
your gift. As you will be pleased to receive him/her as your child 
by the washing of Holy Baptism, so grant us grace to welcome 
him/her as an heir of your kingdom and a member of the body 
of Christ; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. (568) 

ADOPTION OF A CHILD 

Merciful God, because of your love for us in Jesus Christ we 
have become brothers and sisters, sons and daughters in your 
family, the Church. We thank you for the love which wel- 
comes child’s name into this household. Having blessed 

name(s) of parents) __ with this child, give them the joy of caring for 
him/her, and increase our joy as members of your family in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (569) 

Father of the fatherless, you give your children a home in which 
to dwell; and like a loving mother you gather us into your 
household. We give you thanks for the child who has come to 
bless this family and for the parents who have taken this 
child to be their own. By the power of your Holy Spirit, fill 

name(s) of parents) ___with trust, understanding, and affection; and, 
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through this child in our midst, enable us better to know the 
mystery that we are all your children by adoption; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. (570) 

RETIREMENT 

Eternal God, you continually call your people to new tasks and 
set before them new opportunities. We give you thanks for your 
servant, name , and for his/her years of service. By 
your Spirit prosper those deeds done according to your will and 
so continue his/her work even as he/she retires from it. Grant 

that name may be open to the new opportunities 
which you now permit him/her to enjoy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. (571) 

RETIREMENT OF A PASTOR 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for your servant, ____ame_, 
and for his/her ministry in your Church. Give him/her the grace 
to remain faithful in your service now and evermore; and grant 
that those deeds begun in your name may, by the power of 
your Holy Spirit, grow and flourish; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (572) 

ANNIVERSARY OF A DEATH 

With reverence and affection we remember before you, O ever- 

lasting God, all our departed friends and relatives, especially 
name . Keep us in union with them here through 

faith and love toward you, that hereafter we may enter into your 
presence and be numbered with those who serve you and look 
upon your face in glory everlasting, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 3s) 

God, the generations rise and pass away before you. You are the 
strength of those who labor; you are the rest of the blessed dead. 
We rejoice in the company of your saints. We remember all who 
have lived in faith, all who have peacefully died, and especially 
those most dear to us who rest in you. Give us in time our por- 
tion with those who have trusted in you and have striven to 
do your holy will. To your name, with the Church on earth and 
the Church in heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory, now and 

forever. — (285) 

295 





INDEX TO PSALMS AND LESSONS 

Exodus 33:15, 14 (NIV epee: Ber S thins enn 0 ear eea 155 

Deuteronomy 33:27a (RSV) oer aa  yo eae on ees ce 109 

1 Chronicles 29: 10-13 GNIN Siac oscar ee es ct Ae 52 

2 Chronicles 7:16 CRSVa Se er oiled «ay i an or 171 

Job 19:23-27a ONEV 3) eo oy oe ee Fe cm en ae 116 
Job 19:25-26 (RSViyitee ooh aie ics St acs) ane a a a ea 124 

Psalm 4:8 (BBW) EEA eae oc cep tata tise cane ee La eee 189 
Psalm 22:27 CRSV)otete sea: heh os |) Rn ae a 256 
Psalm 23 (CEBW)) SPS sa ot PES ines, gel ine Ra 72 
Psalm 27 BW) erase te fea, te bh bas ova ocean oe eee ae Sy 
Psalm 27: la CEBW)) ein tee ho iw etek uc ee ee 49 
Psalm 31:5 (EBW)) Demers os tue: fo ae Aa ae coe ee PD 
Psalm 42: 1-3 EBS WY) es oS ces er eee ee re ee 49 
Psalm 46: 1-7 (CEB een caian vente Sate i oh net ee ere ae ee 116 
Psalm 51:1, 11-13 (EBW ale \itcea tres ey etsy cece oa na 46 
Psalm 51:16-18, 1-2 (LBW alt) cog sists Pat eee cra oe 45 
Psalm 67 (CUB Wirt oat cs Sie Fe TAC acon eee ne ara 53 
Psalm 88 CEB )ce cere sete eee oy hb han AD ae ne oe 69 
Psalm 91 (TEBW))\ Teattee a useemiepra ree te it igtran ts, Gig. ere eet ce ae ee 48 
Psalm 100 (LEB Waienctaser: case egestas ena ao ahem a 54 

Psalm 103:1-5, 19-22 GEIBWiy cae ee lig ele A ee cee a 51 
Psalm 103:8-13 (CEB Woah Geechee oh 02, SOA yen oe ee eae 46 

Psalm 118:5, 8-9, 13, 15-17, 19-20 (LBW) i. 2 ee eae ae 124 
Psalm 119:81-84, 88-96, 105-112, 169-170, 175 (ZBW))st. ceca eee ee 65 
Psalm 121 (CEBW)) een cde ces She wen eos Sac ty ae eee eo 56, 108, 117 
Psalm 121:8 (EBW)geacen cet Oca, cat ore ast oa on ao 187 
Psalm 122% (BW) merit ca rece te tieic Cae oe heal cae oe nae 167 
Psalm 122:1, 7, 9 (RS dee tan oer eac e ass pe 171 
Psalm 130 (BW ike Borne eee, ik dd on Sey ee 55, 109 

Psalm 139: 1-17 CEBW) ies me ertaice ci ce tha ae ee ee 62 
Psalm 139:1-17, 22-23 (EB Wy ean ah sees erates oe eh ae 60 
Psalm 143 (EB WY) SRERe See trea cer he Need ine Pte aarti ieee den en ee ee ae 67 
Psalm 145: 16 CEB WOT cr cole hat Seis hee eA emeeeen nr eee eae 188 

*Good News Bible, Today’s English Version (TEV); Jerusalem Bible (JB); Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW), 

New English Bible (NEB); New International Version (NIV); New King James Version (NKJV); Revised 

Standard Version (RSV). 

297 



INDEX TO PSALMS AND LESSONS 

Proverbs: 9:9 0h 5220 seals anes Se Se ete ee eo tee ee ra 188 
Proverbs 24:3-4 Gat) Agee occ: Seton cr hnee meen holt ean aa, ¢ 186 

Ecclesiastes 11:5 FUN) RYO ema eee eee Acute Wn ennetcmnnne stake Mam cenit. tally 53 

Isaiah 25:6-9 ACAD Rees iaenr Ve Peete ak S Seeee, aloseare. tem 1d = 116 
Isaiah 32:17-18 (RSV) cscteticisn ecete aoe ea eina e 189 
Isaiah 35: 1-10 ORSV)) sia vis e-Pe oucas Gog e aeate oe egei faeeen eee 63 
Isaiah 40:8 (RSV) heat ea Peat keer es ore Cee are 257 
Isaiah 43:1-3a CRS) 5282 soe Seas eeee ee Sa angie ee eee 59 
Isaiah 53 (RSV) os. an, OR eee ake (ond coe Se ee ee eee 70 

Jeremiah: 1429 vies soe saved ok nel ven Revenge cme ae ee eee 50 

Lamentations 3:55-58 (NIV) ae oe ee re ee 66 

Joel 2:19a, 23a (NEB): gets tet one hone: Gas een ee ae See 188 

Matthew 5:6-9 (RSVscalt.) sur ee Rr 3 a ee ok ee ee 217 

Matthew 5:14-16 (QBV; altic. = yao o2 See ee ee 186 
Matthew 5:16 (RS Vicalt it, st aera neta Gee creer orn ar eee DAT 
Matthew 10:1, 5a, 7-8a (RS Visalts)<tee seeetes seta ieee tem: 100 

Matthew 11:28-30 ONIV alt) Boke She or ten eee ee ee 50 
Matthew 11:28-30 (RSV) ot ers ee ee Ne ee ee 197 
Matthew 19: 13-14 CRSNIVi ato ae ce sha Movin peek ee ed ee ee 240 
Matthew 19: 13-15 (REN) nx: Stet eeeesa aie ly eee ee a 25 
Matthew 20:25-28 (RSWsr allt) coat rtecucos ag Sec Woe a aoe eee ar oe 137, 205 
Matthew: 25934 yon sn) ecu Seal ic dana (o) cch tushy ono eae Rea ae a iS 

Matthew 28: 18-20 (RSV) Gok Sewinainen hee) oa a eee 193, 219, 225 

Mark 6: 12-13 (CNTs a Bee tee coe pen eae eee 100 

Luke 4:38-44 (RSV) ee ee Steric ds oy Set ee ee ee 49 
Luke 4:40 (NIV BE sos ang 2A oe) Ae eR es oa 100 
Luke 18: 15-17 (RS Vicalt. io 0 8 ic eee a ee ee 54 

John 3:5 (NEB <alt})eaone sence PAUSE Loar Ps ene meee Vode 24 
John 6:35 (RSV Palt.)iitooe shea ee ieisy oie ee a Ace ee 78 
John 6: 400i ike co MA maith ec On nate cy rece te eat ee B 
John 8:12 CNW) sce oscn Sol oc i Pega nd Sy 70 SL ean a ee a 256 
John 10:27-29 (RSV) OS PS aire a ercakersts pete 109 
John 11:21-27 CONV) a ates tite Ser 2a Deere 119 
John 11:25-26a (RSV, ality) Se oe Olney nia, co in nh oem Ae er es oe noe ee 124 
John 12:23-26 (RSVR eee Re i eee 125 
John 13:34-35 (NEB) os Oath lect pad ntcgciutys. tere ane ae ee eens 187 
John 14:1-6 (RSVi)intet et sata tg eareaere:e tite Pan eae a 68, 119 
John 14:3 CRSN See eee ee a Ts ae eae ep oe ie 73 
John 14:27 (NEB). cei si Rte Meta tages 20 ne ee eh aes eer ate 50 
John 15:9-12 CRIS) bas Sicha ee Scie a are Be 38 
John 20:21-23 (RS W)inrs.. at iterene: 4.05 Let eee en 19352195225 

Acts 7:59b (RS Wi) Soe: Bisset Sadao dios lara aie, ue eC ac 73 
Acts 13:2-3 (RS Vis alts) ciotxectganiien 1. set ea eee 205 
ACES: 20228) x: say sPeha mace hay Sy NC TE Siam ese 197, 219 

Romans 5: 1-11 CRS iiss hgh 5 os cor cae on a 61 
Romans 6:3-9 CRS Vs. alts) waies, sR onaiacak A geen yaa ee onan an aaa 109 
Romans 6:3-11 CRS): 225) aa does aie ar eh cote, eee tik ce ee 24 

298 



INDEX TO PSALMS AND LESSONS 

Romans 6:4 (ASS he PaaS OEE. Mea Cnr, Sua. wrtes SMEs 4 2517, 
Romans 8:28 CRS Vay hb ts See Pee OF, A a ee eee! Pe cee 110 
Ronians' 83123537239" a(RSVJA... - eis ee hae ee oe), 7) 
Romans 8:35a (IBS alts) er ee ee Ae ote re. eee 18 
Romans 8:38-39 CINEB EX" 5, Seat Maka Snitsky et eee 50 
Romans 12:4-8 CIB) os Sree & 2 centre eee 137, 204, 232, 240 
Romans 14:7-8 RSV ae eee Sel tat ata ge 5 SED ie ee ee ee 124 

Romans 14:7-9 (RSW) Bie Stee FY Ee ES et 2 ao torte ee 55 
Romans 14:8b (CNKUIND continence a ne ee Oa or es 73 
Romans 15:7 CRS E Res oo oA SS Bente One coe oe ier ee 189 
Romans 15:13 CRS) ema tga ate ai ick reco heen a ara oe te eee 75 

1 Corinthians 1:18 CRS Vesaliayn ch oy steer okt tng saan ee 209 
1 Corinthians 4: 1-2 CRS ME poe. no ees Sahay in. ogee ta ee ee eee 197 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 CRS Ni) Risse ec oe pote etek Seas eee ere 193 
1 Corinthians 11:26 (UB Wea als. oct Hinge oh. aor tt oR ee ee Doll 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7 CHEV alt)\5 tot hve #8 oe ees noe ene, 133221 
1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 (RSV) aire ee ee ee a are ras 38 
1 Corinthians 15:12-26 CRS) eveyone ete Oh 118 
1 Corinthians 15:51-57 CRS) tech tte eh achat orca en a ae 125 

2 Corinthians 4:6-9 (RSV) eco esas 4 ene) Se eee i], 
2 Corinthians 4:7-18 CRS Viet ey Rae At ue ir 72 
Da SORIAEATATIS 5 Leper SM ee cts ate ni ens cede es ei oa ir eee 73 
2 Corinthians 5:17 CRIS) Gee rece ane th SU eatin Sein, An oy eee es oes) 

Ep hestanseh 13 bE aa CS Virals) ins) (en ct age ees fs amet e eh toca eee 24 
Epiestans 3520-211 a ORS Vi) seers so sone es oan tome ot ceo op ane eens Te 
Ephesians 4: 1-6 CRS Vigo ates Aesth eer SS Rach a le, See 24 

Bpnestans 4:4=65 0 (RSV, alt.) ovo ts eye a eee ane. 1 ae 259 
Ephesians 4:11-13 (RSVi-alp) eaone ce om. 1a ee ee 209 

Philippians 3:20-21 CRS) od Pac on ees Sea ie ae eee 125 

Colossians 1: 11-13 (RS Vitali) Rees roe or ahaa ene 24 
Colossians 3: 12-15 (RSV alt ies ents Aue Sau een ce teres 259 

Metbessalomans. 42170 ce aed oe otek pe ae oe eee. eee eae eee 73 

2 Thessalonians 2: 16-17 (RSV)ittes. Soe, SoS ko cea ee ee 1p 

iba Birvet nye SIDA OMS a ms Sng e dome Ghee cho ued oes Oo 225 
irmothysGalil= 2 san GUENeal()\ec ein ria) one i ete cen) one eer 197 

D Viinolayy MEISE | COSSN Yo ceec tgs co plo on oid geen citar Ge 219 
2 Timothy 2:15 (NEB ert eee esta ec tas orate race 219 

James 5:14—16a (NEM meee eae tinct eae bun ote todo oe 100 

ipbetctales CRS) maps careers: aks Prins ese tins ee 256 

1 Peter 2:2-3 (RSW) saree etl Gach a ty ret bat os. 3 pte Cat teas 24 

ihetcr 2:9 AREONDY <5" cal cedeca Boa. On Saeomo Onna caren ce Ge tae ao 257 

1 Peter 4:8-11 RSMO or font ac pecurs ree ncctice rt uanae, Weta SENG 137, 205 

MBE L CTS 24m (ERS Vi) iyueteoa ot ics ceh seven ho) tenia ch el bles oP eso 5 ey ere mem 197 

1 Peter 5:6-9a (NEB Salt) cae coerce Seti gi ar ae ae 50 

1 John 3:2c (CRE VecaltNe eae tes Ss co eecacoree dead Auten cme age 183 

Revelation 21:2-7 (EEN ieee eons ore re care a ae eee eS 118 



TOPICAL INDEX OF PRAYERS 

Actlytes 2: 804975 TE is od Tied, cae nadie rem 144 
Addiction 
See Healing 

Administrators 
See Staff of the Congregation 

Adoption 
See Children, Thanksgiving 

Affliction... © (223) 3g Sauk Sats See Poe ce te ea 62, 92 

Altar 
See Blessing 

Altar’ Guild?) ) (497) 28.3, 3 Seth's SSS Gls SEO is cower aes 144 

Angels 
See Worship by Saints and Angels 

Anniversary x 

Ofta Baptismy 3434) io ono) Sik ears gee es oe ee 25 
Of-acdeath 2. (235) sedis sok eens ales oot enna ue ee ema 110, 295 

(GA: Weer tre acer e iri manatee eine 5 Aen sinh. D295 
Of a marriage CAB TY Sie timcibiaty a leeie ten bk Reps seh se 37 

CARBS 8 osha. Sormeb Uy Mad ad ie Ae PRIA css cu ae Ree ee 38 
Of anvordimations e505) crs 6; co ce sa lois gp ec A oy ee ear 150 

Anxiety: ® @,"(204) a ticres acs oth due a Acerehr Weg gana ore eee men ees 289 
CASS a, wiilen eas Bia So bon ey RE Sines ena 59 
CASTS sel Ks. ak deg ag Oia SOUT cc echt ce ae rn 60 

Anointing 
See Healing 

Apostolic Ministry KSABY Se ica Fact URS a ee naga c ot Le ne ae 223, 231 

Artists: “(C197 Scie no coke, wie) ot aan nia, © ce CUP INea eee es 292 

Arrogance (CULT) P eer aera oh ds age en ae 288 

Assisting Ministers C4OT) f COM ARR oi ete, enn ene a eee 144 

Baptism 

See Holy Baptism 

300 



TOPICAL INDEX OF PRAYERS 

Bereavement 
See Anniversary, The Faithful Departed, Grief, Life Everlasting 

Birth of a Child 
See Children 

Bishop 
See Prayer of the Day 

Bitterness LATO te Sree hey coor SIS PS aval SAB CEGD Sa ne cee gee 68 
DS) RI Se ephemera Ears recs perma Gra eee ues Sil.c 288 

Bedroom 
See Blessing 

Blessing ge SIE C52 2) eee iny erg Stee eagcn tla Se ch Miata Skye ee ee 184 
Oar alta tee COUSS feet: vere he See 2 168 
Olgaybedroont we 26535 sh) ay. edo sk eee ces 189 
OR Can CLES ep a ot ap icine nM align hehe ee tke eG a 176 
Of candlesticks eM) h.5 Getic ae en oe ee ee ee 176 
Oar ChAaliCC tn teuety i eteewa eas cy ce RTE cae toe Al 
Of a church CONG) es ee tel Sots lt eh ae ee  e 169 
OL AICEOSS- Wy tzn conn ak succ ve Meee Ne die 09 tee SORTS Meee ee 176 
GURER CC ANTE I Ga Beier aeiks, seas oe Sean oer le RRM nt MURS aes! oc 176 
Of aidinine room (eQSS0 dae os. ccs HE ee 188 
Ofean dwelling ame (O24) cee cme ey cesta 187 
Of an entrance to a dwelling LODO 2 ccecaen inte ie ee etter ee 187 
Ofrastamily ToOm 2 (S2) 5s 6 o. sieee eaA ae oe ee ees 187 
OfcartontwynCOla ee ck Pie hase Meee ame oie eee ae eee 168 
Ofsasrinerall pallies 2 seeeseerc. coe ete aon Me ee ee ee 177 
Of a guest room KGS PD eee RS PORTER COP, CR acer Onl RE OK 6 4c eae Ni 6 189 
Ofcasome wy = C524)" 4 05 6 eres enna Care eee ee eee 187 
Ofvas kitchen Ge (529) ios colar te sie rte etek os ok eecatcy ey gece ome reas 188 
Ofa sir ary gin C528 Segre he se ees ev curstny ees en te eee 188 
Of a living room OPI eer, mel che io cael one wo gEEc en Ooo Catw Giccl doce 187 
Ofgoiletontano atin cep as eats eee -eee Yee 177 

CASA SER uae Seer Me 0c Nee abe rane 102 
ONT ORIGNINS TS Seca eyo 6 5b on Dio pr tre cen oes 6 co a 9 177 
Oia eaten ms so tcr scalps eh te ety Sa Tosk ete srrues oe eae 177 
Ofa pulpit <(SI4)n a ee 168 
COU EVE SYD cs Spee ob GIS ore Ode OG Deer ong cE cpus Bn le 188 
Of those who leave a congregation (506).........-.--.-.+:--. 152 
Offthosenwhoilivedn adwellingy | 533 re ee en ee 189 
Ofcclevrind OW ae mane bis ey ecee) Cut Gao cia Tl seth Ae ce 177 
Of the workjon those who labor <523) 5 75 3 a2 ee 184 

Blessings of Marriage 
See Marriage, Thanksgiving 

Calmness CSOD uh ds es Pe OMe DON Dace ener eaDio Gate ignoes! oc 59 

See Peace 

Camp 
See Dedication 

Candles 

See Blessing 

301 



TOPICAL INDEX OF PRAYERS 

Care:for Us, God’s (489) -5 es o.oo chet phen eon t tet 111 

Cemetery 
See Dedication 

Certainty | (69) ti3 omen en ne Oe ee eS 156 

Chalice 
See Blessing 

Childbirth 
Before: ©? C44 TS oon ae Bian a Detaceaesy oh tocar ere en ee ce 53 

CAAB) SSS oe SNR anes ORs As wal 2) Ak ee Cnr oe oe eae 53 
SOD ck aes eee en ce et 294 

Followin & 5449.0) hy cote eat erage: eee eee a 54 
M@hankseivingsfor 76568) eens eer Chana ee ee eee 294 

Children’. »°¢430). sco oo! 5. Ge es es es Cha 14 
Atsthesdeatbeofea: child iis (2.83) ir trarne-nemten on-state mreal stare SOL MS: 
For a newborn child CASO) ES ey 5 eee es Oe oy aa 2) 
Byaparents.O£ anew bonn child gag (23)1)) meueisn tate lien era een teen 54 
Oftseparating or divorems parents) —<552) a ee 288 
Thanksgiving at the adoption ofa child =#(569).............. 294 

C510) 3: Sees a Sere 294 
Mhankssivine-at the jbinthyof a child 568)sce en renee 294 

Choir 
See Ministries in the Congregation 

Christian Day School Teacher C198) oe 8 ce en 139, 241, 292 
See Staff of the Congregation 

Church. cx S1GS S525. Seo Bi esa th cues tas, SAE ar eae eo ene ines 169 
See Blessing, Dedication, Thanksgiving, Mission 

Church Building 
See Dedication 

Church Council Meetings (220). cp eee oe 167, 238, 247, 291 
L558 cane re ee PR Ae Se Ce 291 

Church Facility 
See Dedication 

Churchwide Office OL) Me MEME N Rear tach Rea Males FRE td. Get Si 233 

Closing of a Congregation 
See Post-Communion, Prayer of the Day 

Closing of a Convention 
See Convention 

Closing of a School Year 
See School Year 

Comfort 
Forsthe dye" 2.485 scree. eee) ey 3c a 103 
For mourners (280) serie cy oan «dks ee eee eee 110, 114 

C490) ae iss Val a: agi beset uve sont 111 
In the face of death (282) Siok Soe: 54. 5 ee + ea 115 

Commendation of the dying (286) Soakar Ses GRA oe ee ee 107, 123 

302 



TOPICAL INDEX OF PRAYERS 

Commission, Calling 

See Anniversary, Ordination, Prayer of the Day 

Commissioning of Missionaries 
See Prayer of the Day 

Commitment to Christ CD03 cris SPL e slaty 5 Race See rem eee 148 

Committee Meetings Co) Sarma ee aes AM Me CPR RS py Se 291 

Communion 

See Holy Communion 

Compassion 

God’s CLD eae Pen aceh ee nee eaten mee SL MEG 5 a ¢ 68 
For one’s neighbor CATT ebis5 oo soe 2 a sa ns A 71 

Completion of a Work 
See Work 

Confidence (2ST RS ois, cee he eee een et ae a 247 

CAOBNE Sede Ae ale ote, ESS ck he argent ge et ee 64 
RFaTISHE TY mee 49 rare ro corte ee oe teensy cogs, ee Ee ee eer 60 
In distress CASO Mae gone fens, Soa: A TS vo taal eer eee a ee ae ae 59 
In the face of death (QD) ra, ae Gah cs viop ho sae PO Ce eee 114 

(282 )ikcectese Gucoe er rete eee hse ee 115 
In God CATON act eee Bee eR BST poe cds ey ye Er Sa 68 
In God’s abiding presence (B38) Re.) vos emer 5, See oo ee 294 
In God’s promises CAG OS Tae ca see bata sh ne ey At SR Ace ee ee 68 

Conflict (B12) rs cas eee ages Lat ere are ae rar Ae ee 293 
(GSS) eeepc ete re once ees acetate na, eee 294 
540) 550) ee exe 8k tae RO mI ARG cw reer bina atin Lace Fores Pie 293 

Congregation, closing of a 
See Post-Communion, Prayer of the Day 

Congregation, reception of a RODS Ghd in ach RP te ops 6 BEG, = 259 

Congregational Meetings (C109) ne kerr eee ees mre cee) « 236, 290 

(412s fda kes? Gra os RC ee eee ee 290 
CSO) ea Oy Dao es ae ee 290 
COSTE acy een se od Ea ae ke ea 290 

Consecration of a Deaconess 
See Prayer of the Day, Setting Apart of a Deaconess 

Consolation CAS DS ane eT he ao ol, nc ae he cal ne 56 
Of mourners (O80) aiecermtn eco seek ha Wwe Eh he acass career: 110, 114 

Continued Blessing of a Work 
See Work 

Convention 
At the closing of a (220) WR ens ee ee eee 167, 238, 247, 291 
At the opening of a (QOD ae ee anthers hy ite rer eer 236, 290 

Comerstone, laying of a 
See Thanksgiving 

Counsel of the Holy Spirit (202).............00008. 236, 290 
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Courage 
Tnvcrisis:: (338)... 6 oe 2h ees CR ange ae eae cee a 294 

In the face of the unknown (251) a2 Ves es ee er 247 

Creation 
See Thanksgiving 

Crisis: (B12) oF 2 a ae te et Oe i ee ae oe 293 
(338) Soret Sa ean eaten ee eet oe ea en 294 
(G1 1s) Senne eee nS RG omnes urtro, pe etows um Nues 64°." ¢ 293 

Cross 
See Blessing 

Crucifix 
See Blessing 

Cruelty). “(80)) ek oR ee eo ee 289 

Deaconesses (LOG) oA SERA cess Law ace corona acntsT eae eae Dali 
USUDS 5 SAI I Tt IA a alee aes eee ea 213 
CSAIS OR eee a SOE Perea evn ott ened Se ce eae 214 
CSAD SANS SU, lia an se Seieenng cok EA ees etn 216 

Death 
Againstithe fear ot) (a C414 erie ei ce a ee aren eae ee ay ca 74 
Anniversary of a 3S) ie ote dg teed See RE ete cee 110, 295 

(CA) arena eats erie RPE G Nc eee (Als Jone 122, 295 
Ofta:childiits \@83) es Meee ie wesc, CGR ee eee 56, 111, 115 

CAS3Y ia steisn ip traisn’ baN soeielychicls 3 sus keen eee, ap < ROM em 56 
Tin Christies aa) (288) arse atetecs cae ee cee ea 127 
The gate to eternal life (2795S. Si ae esate ie Re eeeae iy nae ne eee 114 

That we may look upon the face of God (235). Se ee ee 110, 295 

For those making decisions regarding life-support systems 481)... .. 93 

Debt; retirement:of a®* “G07 resscanagre Gite tice eat or ecaoko ae 153 

Decisions Regarding the Sick and the Aging CAS INE 5 Cuesta ceeh easter 93 
See Healing x 

Dedication 
Of a camp (SWOT a? bike tie Boe SRS Ber eet See ek ket CL arn We) 
Of a cemetery 5A) PARES, “Noe Po as RNA i, Sop AOR Aa Zino ett retract aie 181 
Of a church CLAS) 2 GOES. 8 See iS SO SR Corrs meee a 171 
Of a church facility Ol) ae ee nS 5 os os. os 179 
Of. a gymnasium. 0° (O19 saseeyccea era uae nee eee el ese 179 
Ofa hospital’: = < S19) 'g5 sc cea. sate eee epee ee 179 
OF AmausoleumayenCO20 5 tee ecu ee eer er ee ae 181 

Offa musicalans truer eo) mene ne eee 174 
CS1S)= 20. ay Ree ie Ecume Be Seamen ac e 174 

Of an organ CMDS as ta take, ed peters Sq Ps ee 174 
DIB) N.S ey Gi ae ep eee MRRP rene ee ee 174 

Offaxparishi hall) (S192 5 they nee ete oars ae 179 
Oweevonegwanige, ci esas ho oe bo a Se be Wee 179 
Of a retirement home elk) aipeines tia ieee ied Ss Oeab ee uh. NORA dT 179 
Of a retreat center ESOS ss ch sees Ree sachs eae ene 179 
Of a school of the church CSS ae VR ear 179 
Of'a youth center. 5199). css Sia a, Pieioke «eee eG e 179 
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Deliverance from Evil CASO a Pe Gy Mia eek eer nae ee ae 105 

Departed Friends and Relatives (23S \acrat, Soares) Aaknehe ee ey ee a 110, 295 

Dining Room 
See Blessing 

Direction, God's (220 rtae Ge ct i Ae ae eee eee 167, 238, 247, 291 

Director of Christian Education 
See Staff of the Congregation 

Desaten (GID), fo eee ovo See ee eee 293 
RS I eee, OS ay WE ee Oe ee 294 
eS ee a ER. Ce OR Ste MR cere GN 293 

Disposition of a Church Building 
See Thanksgiving 

PISCEOSS MME (223 toe cg eye toa ope eter a eta 62, 92 

Division, healinseot) (1G) aati. se oo es hs) Se 288 

Divorce 
See Separation and Divorce 

Doctors and Nurses CASOY ca, as RWS aoty A iaans Ve EN ae cee 60 
CAOONS as aa iltas Rpape Shute Cold Mente eee Creme 75 

See Healing 

Dwelling 
Those who live in a C583) 2) -c. Mate Gp onan tat Sea ee pee 189 

CO SAY peprcrsae say paptiahs i aoach oats, eee ee ee Oe 190 
See Blessing 

Education CASS Se eT MS CB, ks TA re Ree 144 
See Ministries in the Congregation 

Brnenmics a gL S0)) 0s aca ke oo catia ci NN yet medic oye re RGEC 289 

Entrance of a Dwelling 
See Blessing | 

Evangelism 5 
See Ministries in the Congregation 

pect ants Aarents: wi sCO0)) mre rea e: hace ies ences] are eRe 294 

artim (OSD) WR ors thoes) eee GON wy cle rca wiper Oho Gl ese Oat gs 247 

Faithful Departed, the 
IRepreseeGirr (CAS in oo oe 6 omc uo oa Bo OD Whe BHO Oe oro joobek IP, 25 
Wigigenpneatoe (C25) o0 5 20 oleh oy Oe OBO mots oto auc 115 

(IBY. (CHE ciated seat carts b* Papeen hoa te Gesrrte mn aa eeEP Ic son 29, 34, 42 

See Separation and Divorce 

Family 
Blessing of the (AD rere re ad ere an ogee rer aes 290 

Tne timgine - «GUia eee te tare by eye Dee Oe one cent yi ose ons 288 

See Children, Parents, Separation and Divorce 

Family of the Sick 
See Healing 
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Family Room 

See Blessing 

Farewell G50] :) Stine eourmeneyetecste i bouton Guiloay 62-0 4 152 

Fear (204) Ny aoa oe ee Pe fe alee eC ee 289 

LASTS ah onie ave oh wd gi Blea ya Sune, tr! 20 eae eae 60 

Fellowship of the Holy Spirit CEE) eo uIaRAPS ECO or ah Ua bo cers 4 203 

Fellowship with Saints and Angels CATS a Ga Eo ne ee 74 

Font 

See Blessing 

Forbearance (Eis) ae Meme ENO De ESipee ren haC awa toon soll ane lous ee a 8 288 

Friends of the Sick 

See Healing 

Funeral Pall 

See Blessing 

Gifts, use of one’s (SOAS hoe sae eee eg a eee 148 

Godspeed C50OS sce eek tessa ie bal Gare, Seen SOO DS eo ote es On eC 152 

Goodness 
God’s (QU); meee Bl ete I ees Net eas he a mal 
Thanksgiving for God’s C508) ie cee aod Hea bash Otani chee ee 154 

Gospel, the spread of the (L9O\ eee Se eters ln RS a oe 291 

See Ministries in the Congregation, Witness 

Grace to Follow the Saints and Witnesses COLON EA oe reget eee 181 

Graves (287) ccs cteg ho sicrtan oC al ee et uaa deen ae 125 

Grief CATT Bede ots RR ER Se eee 91 
See Anniversary 

Groundbreaking 
See Thanksgiving ay 

Guest Room 

See Blessing 

Guidance (QE TSA, ven sich cee he eg ci LE ce a ae er 247 

CAGGN Br a, he Gh cite en Sie otis egos i ee ee 67 

God’s (Q20 ea tie ata ct oe et eee ee 167,238; 2475 291 

Of the Holy Spirit CSO ise ce Sees eon hotee ty 1b retary ean ee 291 

In making decisions COSA SS Stet el on 288 

At a meeting Obl) aera rete AEN MERDs tio PO a Bae 291 

Guilt C402 sce SS Apne ee eren ohne a ee ae 62 

Gymnasium 

See Dedication 

Harmony) (107). ca steht ales ts ic ee 288 

Hatred (WOT iees sy ts Rates a Re oe ee ee 288 
CUTT) ~~ & S ESP nti SE eS ee Oe ae ance 288 
(180) 8 aise gon BOS GS la sete cast 2 ieee 289 
ota) am eee SMa NOTE a ee 288 
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Healing CAA GR ON Sha sahey Ere ghee FON A om: eo eee po Oe cee 51 
CAA ep ae ie ser yA 16 7) eee eee eR 51 

Decisions regarding the sick and aging = (481)... 2.2... wee 93 
Peer the sick: CAIN ne cok aps, nko ane ee, Oe ea oy) 
Friends of the sick RASS Ne Olea en ont eee ee ae 92 
For a sick person CAEN) caer Coed OND llone Aw aR een ey Cee 50 

AAD Sr gene Serie se gt, ee RISE eee 51 
ee those anointed witli. le 5 2 ads Bm ee ee 94 

CASAS Fen ae tae ane no ee ee 102 
For those suffering from addiction (227)... ...........00.. 57 

CASAS A Pe eer eee 7 
Medicahiworker gue. C493 yar tcg aa oi y ics ere Peet oe tata Hee 138 
Nurses CAD Oe ee chad Sy Baie. Laden (ene eee ee eps @ ate ge 60 

CESS ee Sai ag eee ee eee 92 
PR YSICIAMS = Re C418). ahve) 3 Morey mt er see NA haan na en ees 92 
Those who attend a sick person {45O is Bae SER RA ee ee 60 
RCCOVEIVOITONT SICKNESS © (226) lars. roc) Gye eee ee rm 92 
Strength and health ATE Oe eee ee RL Fah eae Ne sd oR a Sh Se I 51 
Wholenessuof the sick) C4805 wanes oe oot. goer eh eee ie tee 92 

Health 
For restored (OIE Wilner erode ee aca eT NP enact Wale Lair Clase 92 
‘Thanksgiving tor the begining of —-—«-446) . . 2. ss 2 te ee 52 
ihankspiving for destoraiomof (228) 24) ah aes Sees Sure eee Sy) 

Health and Salvation 

See Thanksgiving 

Heaven 

See Life Everlasting 

Holy Baptism 
PRTIETV LSA Ol mn AD-t yan Raine taney cave ea ce tegen ee 25 
Sandidates (Ot C43 L \itheweeetiate a vahe Gite Os Joh ENT Oe ee 14 
The Holy Spirit in (CAG) Maken tote ey a ene ae Sat ee 20 

Newabinthiin’d soe(488.\:2 a yewoe she) an. <0l ee. 2). 5 RO Se, ae 110 
iihesnewiyibaptized gs (452.5 amen Avent Heels te) e-em 17 
Spatiksenvinig £00) SCA I5Y in Ao eat ee mie a Arn oan eee 19 
See Thanksgiving 

Holiness of Life 
AS jReneionioe@tein CLV peo eo edna nue ne env wo dx 115 
In the spirit of Jesus CAT De RS in Spe ex: col ie sie ten cee ae ee isl 

Holy Communion, thanksgiving after (209) ............... 79, 86 
(GAT) S Be a meee 79, 87 

Elly piritemmme (202) pat mereears eee sr cur ee Gea ake ere area eat 236, 290 
Ce ee eR he aid 3 eee eee 154 

MirexdirectonvOh the sme COO7) ais Soe Su We epee Coulter sf care er: 290 
Thine ppakuea mits SGD eae 6 ole oe Somer ce cok oto oc oly x 14 

DSO etait ihe atact Oooh ea eee en 291 
aihresmicrcessiony ofthe C490). cavern Laie Seno sot) teed eenn the & 111 
Whieapresence ol (hee O58 yn o> dah Aa He FIN exam ee ate 291 
See Holy Baptism 
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Home 
God's presence’in a] \(535)) aay sie heme eet 190 

See Blessing 

Homecoming (O25) maar cee ee a rte, Preece otra eo. yb 81,0 238 

Hope CAGBY Go ola find re Besos Cae asa arc Cn 64 
CS) PRO AM en an (Al unvomer Stine veLe Gin a etic. cia( 8 ee 68 
el): rato eure nee mouatn ci rain os, ondlidln a sro c.aLd. @o oe 148 
Gol UD nuns Nie DR AAD One Steno BME ait: Ob reH. 154 

Hospital 
See Dedication 

House 
See Blessing 

Human*Family: 9 (G177)o2 5 ee fe eee cee Oe eee 288 

Humility? C4675. ce eho ees Se ome et gee cae 67 

Inquirers’ Class C560 Sic. 5) gk oe eats Sa eset Chee a ee 292 

Installation 
lloairestonalon church wide Oitice sm (O44) meetin ee 233 
See Prayer of the Day 

Joy (OO)" Se SS SE es, Roe Gace, eaten) SNe hed ee eee 156 

(HP) Telia ear ere ree MPRA Ea al ics aint aeae Sdn jen 293 

Judgment, right (QOD ee er a ee eet ba ANAL Rs ea 236, 290 

Justice, those who support COONS os cerita Oe geen ERE eae eee ee 148 

Kitchen 
See Blessing 

Laborers 
See Work 

Lamps 

See Blessing = 

Laying of a Comerstone 
See Thanksgiving 

Leamerss!\ 498). 2522) ono hc toeg ee Rees eieats ae aoe ane ee 144 
GSAS Sid. comaesiaes oe 0 at eagles MUST ee eee) ee Re 244 
C560) trehi ns eee aetna oe Asan s Saino yee 292 

See Education 

Leaving the Congregation CD04 Ys tee cota sont) ahaa I 293 

Lectors:. C49 7S: Siisgae & voted racine rnc lc tte am cee ie co ae eae 144 

Library 

See Blessing 

Life Everlasting (281) acer SG ee Gece 3 Blk Ree ct ee ee 115 
A holy rest (ZOO) fect toh oe. 5. RPE hh Nea Om ra 74, 107 
Promise of |W 2C485) 1a sn Grats Any genera mAs eee ee ee i 103 
Reception of the dying into rest and peace (286) ......... 107, 123 
With the saints Ca) ERE canoe N ON od ag esriG Soo ae a 139 
Waking after death (QBB) nc. ck Agee ie, Ae ech Ue ns ae eee 127 
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Life-Support Systems 
See Death 

Light of God’s Immortal Love (489) ................... 111 

Living Room 

See Blessing 

Loneliness AGA ec See areas PM Iams gy rrr ee ye PN TR eee 65 
CAG Sas, wan, Ps eens He ack EPA co te Are oye oe a 65 

Love 

God’s immortal (QO4Y PGS So eae ree eta hace arenas os cen Rea ee 289 
sche) San rR BREEN MEH ati ny SACRA Lntery) oncnder te ecuaey neste 111 

In thought and action RC SSOYEE sone tee hee tr ate cope ere Oe tee ae 290 
Those who support and encourage 504)................. 148 

Marriage 

PATMIVETSATYIOL C43) 8: Sof sive tapas Metis Pa een 37 
CAB See MRS Gee ron Ar ee ae eae eon 38 

For a married couple Ce ab aan Chae mee amg oe ee ere ae ener 32 
CLS Ge a, eee ee do al pene AN sat cost) is 34 
CABO NE eS tals cot re VA ne oes eee 41 
CHAOS et ode Ane ec non Reem nee 42 
CASTS, Al tk ee A ee ee 55 

WhrankseivinpstOr the blessings Olja O)ien-mes aera e eee ne 29, 34 
On the wedding day TTY Re Fa 5h ne Oe ae ope 29 
See Prayer of the Day, Separation and Divorce, Wedding Reception 

Mausoleum 
See Dedication 

Means of Grace S08 eo eet in ee eaeng ns tats yore oe eae 154 

Medical Staff 

See Healing 

Meetings 
Of the congregation (Q02) PAR ee esi LOR a ec, ee oy Re ae 236, 290 

Of the church council Seo Hh Aan ae Ae helen rere OM, ier 28 ombery Pato 291 
Of a committee CLADE ieee eee nn ei pere ree eee ee 292 

(ESS) Aakers a eget tent Scere te erm are 291 
(ESO) areas cas gla eens WN gst yee, arial paren 291 
Gio) eee ge ee ee Semen 291 
CEST ys he ee Hee ee cr ce 292 
(IOS) aeters pok erin triche 3 a tne mee 139, 241, 292 
SEO I Aa tans Wilt Oc) ero moar Rear, amg. ah 'G. 291 

Membership Classes CSOON ee haneee Aas we ey teehee eee ea 292 
ESOS SS gs top eae ee Ge ae ce Bee 292 

Mercy 
For mourners GLO) oa IS e ce Ok ck Ob, ina DERM ale SariLne cate! tae 110, 114 
For those in affliction (PBR O pus ae th cuca mao Gb: ne oR Ie 62, 92 

Military 
See Leaving the Congregation, Returning to the Congregation 

Minds and Wills, the exercise of (487) .................. 106 
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Ministries in the Congregation 
The choir OT meen ar Rin eee UEMA a alow ct le abot codtoyauGr ood. 
The evangelism committee (190) cet cece tee epee aera gee 

The organist (19D) ate yk Sida ake Pa erence nee ee eee ae 
The social ministry committee (LADY Sos Ee ey ee oe to mete 

Mherstewardship|comunittccammes (83) ie meus a- tsa ae: emer ee ar en 

Teachers ans OD ear uta ty Tito ok OS EEC in a Shu sehewien tho. 3 
ibhosevinveducationiges.<498\zecunseeries ite Carre cae mr eee ae 
ithoseven gaged! ingevam elisin mm (49) 9.c.te eee ia ec ee 
Worship leaders CAT CR ge ON Os th  iret eg thane Nec RP ea Lae 
The worship, music, arts committee C19 Tarte ae oe ae Mec Phony tea 
Youth ministers and workers CAQA Si ig ceo ar ate oe ees Caen ete 

Ministry 
Of family and friends to the sick CATOS oc emai Codes Geena a eee 
Of an ordinand COB SY a ie ees aise ee a SUNS no ea te ees 
Of reconciliation ell Perea nna eeemn SE Gam yeeros a Aes \G 
Those who give and receive ministry (502) aoe eeeSeses te Aura ees See ae 
Of Wordrand sSactament aur (505) wee tea te eee ee ar 

Mission 
Of the Church (192) 
Unity in = ¢547) 

Missionaries 
See Prayer of the Day 

Mother, following childbirth «449» 
See Thanksgiving - 

Mourners (QQ ices 20 esta ye eso ee oo 110, 
KAO oo stants dh see ae alate em eo 

Musical Instrument 
See Dedication 

Musician 
See Ministries in the Congregation, Staff of the Congregation 

New Birth 
See Holy Baptism 

Newborn Child 

See Children 

Nurses 

See Healing 

Oil for Anointing 
See Blessing 

Opening of a Convention 

See Convention 
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Opening of a School Year 
See School Year 

Ordination 

PATEMVETSAT YOR ©) sCS09): 5 0 py sce eh OR ce eee 150 
CAV CRRALY AT (530). a, MOEN Gio cee aoa e fy oy NCAR Syne er 196 

ROSIN EW SM RNC TT TS, SE he rhe een, asia Cire 196 
See Ministry, Post-Communion, Prayer of the Day 

Organ 
See Dedication 

Organist 

See Ministries in the C ongregation, Staff of the Congregation 

alti aier C459) Soy eat tes, apn ay ee ef ac SERRE es, oe ee 59 
CACAO RES Ie tet Pe An CATs, ch EERE ge ee 65 
LAGS ie ee eee Wee NEES Fare ce hy a 65 
CELTS re yt MRS ted LN oy ee ee 9] 

Pall 
See Blessing 

Paraments 
See Blessing 

Parents CAD carte cole SNS Hk Med Sue aye, <n ies oe ae eae 55 
Of a baptized child (QE aos, Birk be cate cae a a ee eee Se a 21 

Expectant QS OTS Pe starire sin hy Sp oie ss NCEE Ai Ons Doerner 294 
Wihorare Separation divorcinge | 555ilyayen ae ee eo ae 287 
See Separation and Divorce 

Parish Hall 
See Dedication 

Paten 
See Blessing 

Pastor 
[RSPR § Pe By cam ene Nemec grn Dance etna a Renna iscanaaic a ouDEE IE P| 
Retirement of a CST QS Ny, bohrecee ahs ape ae eet atte a nan 295 
See Prayer of the Day 

Patience LCN Bee eee MS goto SAE AE CLARO ORSON Ch ripe gianioK ae Wy ange 67 
AGB ong eon tage Praltic ete LA ls Rent ren ean Fh) Ln Cer aera 68 
CATS A ides See ey ager ae tee see eS Seen fe seen one v7 

Peace (Deen cdiepricr haere vg Ri rAnk Mati ba in Kind coeek cane Cera 293 
iewbondiorewe COAG Secale ea ear tee Sioa cael eel eee 253 
God’s CODON sn fe iss TA TT LO, SMEs eee 14 

CATS re Be Rane ea RN De, ee Sear a le 7) 
ime @iwslsmoteyes — KC 85 co uc on ee eee Bom eos © 68 
Instruments of (QBN ety eta eae a er cL rc Rem Om ane 289 

NEUSE  IGSONY ortavc ciency 3 cn pmelte etre eariecerhomer Sore aee cca 74, 105 
Which passes understanding AE mer ORS ero tr ear ne 68 
See Calmness 

Physicians 
See Healing 
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Pilgrimage (279) oe scoeiepat ie “2 Bo) ape Sh fe el ae a ae 114 

Post-Communion 
Closing of a congregation CSB Ys. oak. tat Py ge gai caer tecrn ho cote RSet ae 255 
Ordination, (339 amon ce ken yd cee ect, ene. ee 203 

Power of the Spirit CNP BE eo ionp ys DES shec cee Sukie, QeEGla OPe low Wl 

Praise <(S4 79005 Gin, 566 cei ha ee Ce a ee ame ee ee ee 254 

Prayer of the Day 
At the closing of a congregation GeO) PN err eich Pete REea out yb CAE 2o2) 
Commissioning of missionaries (139) Goties i aula panei se S aa oem 208 
installationtonia bishop aa. CS43) anurans eae ne nnn nce 223, 25i 
Installation of a pastor S48S08 AUS OE RSS ee ee SR 223, 231 
Lesser Festivals (LOD A136): 5 a iate Sete ses tae raph setae eels: se a 280-286 
Mariiace mi (162)" coker 6 rigor ect cus acer en Soir eee eee PH) 
Ordinationiars "C38 aeeent. today eal ce eae eee ae 202 
Settinggapartrot aad eaconess is ((196) cman: mene eee res ea ane PAG 
Sundaystandibrncipal Festivalsasssn (k1108)ieremee-m tiie enema 263-279 

Prejudice (180 x ahs 6 ie de geet ate bai eee eta ot ae 289 

Presence of God C408 ye, Seige alae he on en eu ies eee 68 
In a church COLON cs a ican eer iesls Ue Sa ee Ste +t ee 169 
Entrance into the (23S) ies there competes Secs ok me seen omen he eee 110, 295 

Jig ashOme: =" (S35 nk fetes a ot ha oe eee ee 190 
At meetings, SE COSA so ete hoon Wee aan gn ee eet ee ee eee 290 
Standing swithisaints 1athe eee « 489) uci e ln nner ee 110 
See Confidence 

Proclamation 

See Gospel, Ordination, Witness 

Promise of Eternal Life 

See Life Everlasting 

Pulpit 
See Blessing ii 

Reception, wedding 
See Wedding Reception 

Reception of a Congregation RSA: Seog Se rag cnt Aone eae ce a eee 254 

Reconciliation, (180) 5 ak ok sete Sas Ns ee ee 289 
OAS) ieee cede See oy Olea oe he area ti BENE tec ae 289 

Recovery from Sickness 
See Healing, Health 

Regional Office, for one called to COAA cre Nose Gy oe Shi aaa ae 233) 

Remembrance of the Departed (235. 5 AS ee eS 110, 295 
(CATs eee os ae oe oes eee ee ae 114 
(28D )iatin c= ace eet ae eee 122,295 

Rest, holy 

See Life Everlasting 

Resource Center 

See Dedication 
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Respert tor One Another (555. a. 3 a ok a 288 

Restlessness CAG Sa oe art os moO eR ie ted oy 64 

Resurrection 
Werlamty in tne: | = CASAS Ey eet one ee tee nt Ot a 102 
Grace to await the CRAY ae FO ea A Ne ee en es ee aes 74 

Reurementaas O71 i. .-. v3 ty 5 ero RR eee ae een 295 

Retirement Home 

See Dedication 

Retirement of a Pastor CTD Ga ones eee Ea ea Ae ee a POA 295 

Retreat Center 
See Dedication 

Returning to the Congregation L5O5)) i: aT Cee tee, are: ee ete eee 293 

Revenge CERO) pear a? Se ost irate ter aah aioe ine kse coh at eee ee A ae 289 

Righteousness 

Of Chnist CCG SEM COP wen a ame Cees hee aoe ey eke 74 
As preparation for death (ZEB) ib cs cocces vo, rt wehca, ee ae al a eae 115 

Sadness (223) erot 2h scl, Me vane Dae) SD ee ee es 62, 92 

Saints 
Fellowship with the (283) eset hoe Cot liar aan et: oe ae Sr UE As) 

CTS a etice Sales ef COMER Mc Rcyen ey Seti Cone ae aay 74 
LABS eo cee eS Gul s, bas sels EE ee 103 

Thanksgiving for fellowship with the  (285)............. 122295 
That the dying may join the (286). eee, eeepc ome ieee aris 107, 123 

CASON ess eyes is, cuss eee oie enone 105 
WOR spa) laymen RADY EE 2 a 6 ci wo ca cp a whe o cum crcl ts aso. 139 

Saints and Witnesses 
See Thanksgiving 

Saints in God’s Presence 
See Presence of God 

School 
See Dedication, Education 

School Year 

At the closing of a (S018) erence tecn, tot hae RARE omc 167, 238, 247, 291 

(CANINE tn pears ave: Macc deur thee Ame Sa TRO CO 247 
NO Gis cine <Crb yy neh G ee om on Ge one ho be Go oe 244 

Secretaries 
See Staff of the Congregation 

Separation and Divorce 
Phildre nots Civorcin sypalents mmm QOS2) ayes neta nals eerste ieee air 288 
Families of those separating or divorcing 553) ............. 288 
Parents who are separating or divorcing <551).............. 287 
Tinose Conner Ghyews Css 565650 codon du 56 oe 287 

BSEIViiNILS akN COULD wr ce ay ad eh aeat GAN Sayre) wees Seemcee eae 145 
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Service 
PTUattiil qn CA9D» io etree), scisyee 20) cee ee eC oa 138 

INewaw ays: Ofjmm O40) earn pment et RRC cme 253 
One called to God’s CAO OS cosets Gh cit dee ct eat ah thE) see Slee eek ogc ea 138 
Mose: whosrend ets. <CSOO\e tai cies wy meee er rie meen oe 145 

(503 Sago &. doch be eo ee 148 
Intthesworldvandiansthe Chunchies 44) enema eee 233 

Setting Apart of a Deaconess CS4ON OMA sae rt teers gts ts cl eae 213 
£0 ISM at erreurs Se Panel Mn rt cote A 3 214 

Shortness of Life (DEQ) ais, sake cs) paket teresa kb Teh on Se cme yen eee em 115 

Sickness 
See Healing 

Social Ministry Committee 
See Ministries in the Congregation 

Society, the:renewaliof) (141). 22. Aaah = 2 ele ee ee Ce 292 

Sorrowe, “(280) et ene nat MSY, arch tia Sopa Rico tons dete i a 110, 114 

Staff of the Congregation 
Admnrnisttator: a C490) a rec ek ee ect a Ss 2 ee 139 
Director of Christian Education (AOA SONS se) Act ke. Sek si Ree ee 139 
IMusiciamy <A 9 SS ce <p) sis ante ete ca ate hee Rog eat en een 139 
Organisty i (LOT g. ds Seer e cree erent. a) tice ne ee 292 
Secretary CAQOS Sas Wink a Wp ole ae reg) SRR peer an oe 139 

Stained Glass Window 
See Dedication 

Steadfastness in Faith CATON Ree ie, Ae are pate ntdt ere eee ee a ee 14 

Stewardship Committee 

See Ministries in the Congregation 

Strength and Life * 
See Thanksgiving 

Strength for Service C10 penn tase t rerdtey Cee eater Wee meee o 130 

Students 

In church schools COS ot ume a Oi agarose oakeure Bau vg Cagtcaet eres ee 144 
See Leaving the Congregation, Returning to the Congregation 

Study 
See Blessing 

Suiferiig, (223). in) achols eae ene ewe roll os SO ei ue Re ae 62, 92 
CATT Se Se ee EE ge ey Oe ee Dil 

Surgeons 
See Healing 

Surgery 

Before CAD 8) a wh voe Spa ROOD. SE aim ys i a arth ee ew 74 
CS) Se eee RRs ty id Goto See maar Gee es (® 

Pollowing, aC 4619... ees Aopen lish, sty ieee ly a are a calcu a 75 

Talents, responsible use of =. (504)... 2... ee, 148 
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Teachers 
Christian day school mn(L98) icc. sist ensure g on sig ae meee 139, 241, 292 
In the Church (GLAS 103) reas Rr 8, hosel ce a ace Re er Be 139, 241, 292 

ECE UN cet kt ome Aon Peau Reena see ae ote we 144 
See Education, Ministries in the Congregation 

sEhankfuimess ) —xC4 HIST. mck sel cael Naito SSSR Se ee tes cee 71 

Thanksgiving 
or the adoption of a child’ =<569) 7-2 3a = 294 

USIOS Sento ane SEAT ok eek eater 294 
For the beginning of healing  446)...........-.+.6-22-- 52 

For the birth of a child LESS Deane me Ben cord aio prem ei Sere 294 

For the blessings of mariage (276)... ...- > - 2s 25s eats 29, 34 
For the Church CSOB ea og cis see ee Ee Oe eo 154 

After Communion (QU) ie hs. 22 See ae ec en en ee 79, 86 

CLAN Vege tecae een ste irra A: caster baka aucwo te ac 79, 87 
For creation Gc) ee en ie ee See Peer tr enh on wee OP os ny ase Dig 154 

ESPN Wo ters Win Gt ics eos CRT on ABD MRE 9 ee Be BN ole bed 184 

At the disposition of a church building =§ (509)... .--- 7+ eee 156 

At the groundbreaking for a church building (510)....---.--: 159 

For health and salvation <482) .... 2.22005. SU See 95 

(A838) le ote oo eae meehcl ae agar 101 

At the laying of a cornerstone = (512) ©. 2 2 es 164 

For the lives of all faithful people (508)... -..----+++--5-5: 154 

For new members in the congregation CAD ieee iwi a) Seve oes ge 130 

For restoration of health OL eas np eaonte MO RCLDROET- ONS CP OUR G83 SoU Sy) 

For saints and witnesses C520 eens ct Ne een ee eee 181 

For strength and life LABIA oi eS Pe Ne Oe 95 

LABS ah et ee na ae eee 101 

Pollawmy surgery 461) nye i ee = JS 

Travelers (QED Yi rns see eres ics ee Nes ene Pa rst oe mC ee 238 

TOL? lee O92 Alin POE ROA re ky a ae eR erie Nn RON A BL, 56 

TAREE SOU ene are oy Sacer oe ero ane cea ra ats apa mere 289 

eGo CAO) cist ep ic ier 9.2 Sat akg epee De eares ate Dee 138 

In God’s promises CAST rte eed Pate Gees an roe sane, One R= 2 as 106 

Union 
Re iristomn eC AOL) pre oe esce ae PN hee ea ee Rane Sarge OR EOS 130 

Rvitnithe depatted, © (235)\ cattails ee Sour al 110, 295 

Unity 
In love Es BIS Te eee dey Se MCS SRE eC COR msg 288 

fnmission and praise. (S47), 2. ce we es ns 254 

MEME SPATE COAG Yn ee Rh i Nt Ss 253 

Vocation OTIS SE Sey te PRC rg Ee Cea aes REO ye 148 

Wealth, proper use of = (183) - - es 291 

Weariness LAS SY MN oie Se eh os Spe Ae ola aes are gee SN 59 

Wedding Reception (562) ....--- 52s eect ete 292 

USGS YI teten Gels AAA sia Nae Ree 293 
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Wholéness (4808. 2 ong pod reed ed os ose eee 92 
CABS ~ ee sig hoe OE eal Dade ne on ete ee eT om 102 

See Healing 

Will of God™™ “QU 1) Sao see oe ahs © a ke Sic eho eee 71 

Wills, exercise of minds and KARTS rea oeeeyes fe agee CEB News ae eee 106 

Window 
See Blessing 

Witness: “4995. ote Sa. Ee ieee te ine se eters 144 
C503 Sec itie Ridvaleeh we, tn OSC Ice oaks ig areas std bee aE 148 
SOAS Fo 5 tne 6 oS © ne Ss chro CLE. fe a Mee 148 

See Gospel, Ministries in the Congregation 

Women, service of: (542). 33 25,4 os oe se ree, ee 216 

Word of God, preaching and hearing of (543) toe ees ee 223, 231 

Work 
For completion of a COLTS Gisy cee Oe ee ee ee 160 
ForGod:s continued) blessin £70 fic) 5)l eenene eee en en ee 160 
Ofthoseywhovlabor 2523 aie. rkgeeeen set co pan ae re oe 184 

World, service to the (03) eer Maid aad a a cas eee 148 

Worship and Music Committee 
See Ministries in the Congregation 

Worship by Saints and Angels LAOS. ge cece yet ane ean 139 
C497 Goris cote eee Ue een ne clatter 144 

Worship Leaders 
See Ministries in the Congregation 

Youth Center 
See Dedication 

Youth Minister 

See Ministries in the Congregation i 
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